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THE CHESAPEAKE BUGEYE

it evolved from the Indian
log canoe and I1s the most distinctive

and perhaps the only
ourely American vessel

By ERIC J. STEINLEIN

.I;IE most distinctive and porbaps 1he
only purely Amevican vessel is the bugeve
schooner of the Chesapeake Bay.

Al other American tyvpes of vessels
shaw (heir European ancestry; the bug-
eye only her aboriginal origins, As o
e, it ]1'“1511 hittle maore than 00 Years,
from about 1860 o 19530, The Jast one
wus bmilt about 1920,

Because of the comparatively recent
Iife span of the bugeve, it s easy 1o trace
its evolution from the Indinn Tog camos
!hnmﬂb the varous local t_'rprs of stand-
ing riu camoes io 1% final form os & fu“g.'
decked and rigped vewel

The final phase of the canoe with its
fixed and staved foremast and partially

decked hull was in effect o small b
eve save for the lack of a ¢ d
and an after house, Multiple Jog canoes
leadd long since proven that greater kength
amdd heam were Bmited only by the avail-
alile time,

When the decpwater ayster dredpe
hecame legal in the 1870% and the mar.
h]-t for o iﬁr& expanded with the de-
pletion of the northerm supply, pungies,
sloops and eenterboard u:l-:'hnn-nm 'Ee:e
fittedl with dredge gear. Canoes warked
the shallow bars with hand tongers, as
standing rig canoes mounled samall

redpes or “serapes™ or the deepwater
ﬁ;g&m tong after il was developed about

The need for a fully decked vessel for
converience and safety in handling and
Continued on Page 11



Bugeyes of the Chesapeake

Continued from Poge 9

towing oystor dredges was most prob-
ably an important factor in the final
step from large canoce to small hugeve
schuomer,

Shortly after the Civil War, the first
such vessel was bailt, though the name
“bugeye” did not ceme into use until
the early Eighties, The origin of the
name, like so0 many others in marine
nomenclature, canmot be troced. The
miat plansible explanation depends u
the pearance of the wvessel w
viewed how on; then the prominent
hawse timbers with hawspipe trim
paﬂ'ﬂ‘.ﬂi in contrasting eolor sugmest
o bug.

'I‘HESE hawse timbers, or more cor-
l’{‘{'”)‘ kﬁiﬁhtl’lﬂnﬂs, soem b0 hove heen
adapted from the most commaon type of
bay schoomer of the time, the pungy, as
were the low ]ng rails and mnmy other
deck fittings of the bugeve.

Log  bull construction  continued
throughout the life of the type, Some,
like the Lemuel Kerwan, built jn 1901,
were aver 75 foet bang on deck and had
a bottom of 21 logs. "Iiu log bugeyes had
some  advantages over those bBuilt of
frame and planks. The most fmportant
was lower first cost; unother was the
great weight of the thick Jog hottom
which provided stability without hallast.

Frame and planked bupeves were
built by many professional builders on
the Bay: Brooks on the Little Chop-
tonk, John B. Harrison at Tilghmans,
Kirbwy at St. Michaels, E. J. Tull at Poco-
moke City, Branford at Fairmount, Llovd
of Wicomico, and on the Western Shore
Marsh & Son and M. M. Duvis at
Solomons. Manyv of these vards were
sizable business operations for their time
and buwilt wooden wessels of all types:
sail, steam and gasaline powered,

The best kept abrenst of the Iatest
developments in naval architecture and
marine engineering. Wooden shiphaild-
g yards located where matecial and
skilled labor were available,

SI‘JME of the Barger bullding wards
turned out both log and frame Bugeyes.
Many small yards, some practically one-
man rations, tumed oul log bogeves
un]}'.omww tools and machinery were
not essentinl; nor were draftsmon and
mouk] loftsmen. One man with an image
in his mind could translate it indo a
reality with hand tools, skill and o maod-
exl amount of help

Hug::.m were  ef ficient w:-.ss.eh:_, a5
demanstrated by  their popularity s
ovster dredge boats and local freighi
carriers, It seems probable that about
LO0G were built oo the Ray.

They were practical in all stees from
less than [0 fons register to mearly 60
toms. Their length :anﬁc\d from 40 feet
to B5 fest on nfa:k. The long period of
their evolution from canee to the final

Continped on Page 13
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Enlike those on this vessel (the Colonel Robert Johnson Colton), hause pipe
rings of some bugeyes were of o contrasing eolor, suggesting n bug's eyes.

Fhato by Erbo Bieindekn
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form permitted a thorough trial of all its
charact=ristics,

Althouph there were many varistions
in holl shape, moat of them relained the
double exaded canoe style hall sbout fow
times as ]un!::s it was wide. Some did
have round sterns but generally retained
the same length to beam ratio. The mound
stern may have been used to cure the one
enrions defect of the double ended hull—
the inability to fit stern davits for comry-
ing the small boat.

This faukt was eliminated by the i
vention of the “patent™ stern in 1908 by
]. E. Robbins, of Cambridge. A frame
work of timber was fitted over the stern
wide en to suppost davits, This g
Euas mnnhﬂdmgfmnhaifﬂmmm

geyes and many t arger canoes,
Tt was soon improved by the addition of
dfcﬂug which provided nseful deck room
aft,

H!J'l;lwrigoilf Ihraeﬂﬂwnrldngm sulsda:d one
t stavsail set fyving between the masts
was as simple a5 could be devised. Ono
halvard and one sheet for each sail, with
lnzy jucks for all three, made easy work
for o small crew. The ahsence of gaffs
made it possdble to lower the fore and
main by casting off the halyard and Jet-
ting sails down by the run. The jib
might require a pull on the down haul,
but that was all.

Large bugeyes were often sailed by 2
two-man crew and could be handled by
one man io. favorable weather, Three
working sails of nearly equal area ar-
ran 50 that almost any combimation
had {ts center of effort in the same place
made reduction of sail arca e with-
out veefing. Al shoets were se i
wh:in 13 whdwal\%i, nothing
bw done n coming about except put
the helm down. Sail area was propor-
g B Lot
simmilar i was
for by the lighter displacement of the
average bugeye.

SPEED and handiness varied within

In the days of the pineapple trade
between Baltimore and the Bahamag a
few bugeves made the irip. They were
said io be wet vessels when al sea. Low
freeboard and the lack of bulwarks ean
casily account for & wet deck. The best
of them would work to windward better

than the gaff rigred schoomers. The Jo-
H“Ph 5. Faulkner, built by ]Dh!‘l B. Har-
rison of Tilghman's in 1891, was said to
ke the Fastest on the Bay. Tt was claimed
that she would make “square™ facks,
that is from full and by to full and by
in 90 degrees.

Capt. Bob Leatherbury, who sailed her
o few times, agreed that she was the
fastest In his time. He did not ﬁmr
of her because she was tender. e
lated the story of & trip from Galewville
to Baltimore with a load of tomatoes in
haskets. She left the docks under full sail
in a fresh sowtherly breeze, when off
Curtiz Point and into the full strength of
the fair wind she si'iu-ukhu hersalf 'bt ook
off up the Bay. In the process she man-
n.gedupln tumble a half dozen baskets of
tomatees out of the deck Joad and down
the eabin companionwny, This grieved
Caplain Bob as much as it must have
the cook who was under the ﬂmulﬂes-

The hhgr:r: Majestie, right, and a quart-
er view of her Tpatent” sern. Below,
the same bugeye under sail, Last one
was built about 1920, our writer swys.

Fhotas by FRIHD Sawyes
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