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WATERCRAFT
COLLECTION

“Wm. B. Tennison” buying oysters

Calvert Marine Museum
Solomons, Maryland



Since colonial nmes, softshell ¢lams have been
gathered, as in New England, by people digging them
out one &t @ dme by hand The chief drawback o
digging softshell clams was that the tidal range in the
Bay was not enough to uncover the sand bars where
they were found.

All this was changed about thirty years ago when a
hydraulic clam dredge was invented by Flercher Hanks
of Oneford, Maryland. A clam dredge is a Rube Gold-
berg-sort of contraprion involving pipes, motors, a
pump, and a conveyer bele. When the boat is under-
way, the lower end of the dredge is dropped o the clam
bed and water is forced through high pressure jets w
dig a trench along the bortom. As clams are washed
loose, they fall onto the belt which constantly rowmtes
and brings them up to deck level where they are sored;
clams rwo inches or more in length go ro marker, while
the smaller ones go back into the clam bed

The use of clam dredgers is strictly controlled. They
can not operate in water more than 15 feet deep. A Limit
on daily catch is set by the Department of Naoural
Resources, and may vary from 15 up 1o 40 bushels a
day. These clams have been commercially exploied
since 1991, sales average abour §3,000,000 & year,

Any individual in Maryland may lease up o 200 acres
of oyster bottom for 20 years at a2 ame, by paying the
State §1 per acre per year. By following good manage-
ment practice, the leased grounds produces more
oysters than do natural oyseer bars.

Oysters tongs are basically long-handled rakes, with
baskets rigged just above the tines of the rakes. Two
rakes are joined together, like scissors, and the tonger
works them along the bottom until he feels oysters in
the tnes, then he closes the tongs which pushes the
oysters up into the baskets, after which he lifts the
tongs out of the water to dump the oysters into his boat,
This required strong muscles. The tongs are used
mosty in fairly shallow warer, although some men have
used tongs 40 feet long. A ronger might collect as many
as 20 bushels of oysters a day.

About o hundred years ago a new "'deep water'' or
“'parent’’ tong was developed in 1887 by Charles Marsh
of Solomons, The oyster tongs and baskets were
artached to a hotst line which can be lowered from a
boat, The wongs were dropped to the bottom, opened
and were then closed by 2 man on the boar hauling on
the line, With such tongs, a man could take four or five
nmes as many oysters &s with hand mngs.




Overtay showing "Wm. B. Tennison™ as original salling bugeye 1899 (biue)
and conversion fo power oyster buyboat 1911 (black).




Chesapeake Bay is a vast fisherman's paradise. Each
summer weckend over 100,000 fishermen go after the
bay's populanion of rock, blucfish, bass, perch and
other fish, and throughout the year mke home more
than 10,000,000 pounds of “finfish'" worth abour
$3,000,000. But the most valuable seafood crop in the
Bay consists of oysters, blue crabs, and clams, all of
which are harvested in large quantities, and have an
annual retail value of more than $73,000,000.

Each year 20,000 watcrmen, working some 12,000
boats, bring in about 3,000,000 bushels of oysters,
23,000,000 pounds of crabs, and 700,000 bushels of
clams. (The best year for oysters was in 1875, when the
carch amounted to 14,000,000 bushels.) These figures
cover only licensed fishermen. Any industrious person
with a taste for crabs can take a bushel a day. He can
not sell them unless licensed. The same applies to
clams, dig and eat all you wane, but do not sell them
without a license,

Crabs may be caught in pots, where the use of pots is
legal, or with trotlines. Dipping crabs with a hand net in
shallow water s popular with the general public.
Crabbing i1s pnmarily done from May uniil October. As
the oyster season runs from September untl Apeil, a
commercial fisherman can keep busy all year with
cither oysters or crabs.

Crabbing skaff

These light, smble craft could easily be propelled
with 1 single twist of the wrist an the oars, When used
in crabbing, the skiffs worked trodines or dragged crab
scrapes (dredges). During winter months the skiffs
were usually employed in hand tonging for oysters,

This parricular skiff has & length of 16 feet 3 inches,
beam of 5 feet 3 inches, and a draft of 1 foot 8 inches, Tt
was originally sail ngged, but in 1920 Captain Harry
Benning of Galesville, Maryland, installed a single-
cylinder Clinton gas engine. He also added the special
steering arrangement of ropes and pulleys, so the boar
could be handled from amidships.

Jenkins Creek crab scrape Geals

A miniarure version of the Smith Island skiff, Gedls
was built by Leon Marsh of Smirh Island, Maryland.
She is 17 feet & inches long, has a beam of & feer, and
draft depth of 2 feet 2 inches. Her original cost was
$220. Geals scraped crabs in Tangier Sound for several
years before being sold to a Pamuxent River fisherman,

Hooper Island drake-rail fishing launch, Penguin

Penguin was built by William C. Dean of Wingate,
Maryland, in 1935. She is 45 feet long overall, with &
beam of 9 feet 8 inches and draft of 4 feet 2 inches. In
her day she was reputedly the fastest Solomons work.
boat. The drake-tail design was favored by watcrmen
because ir reduced spray over the stern.

The hydraulic oyster tongs used with this boat were
invented by W. Edward Barrent of Lushy, Maryland,
and were a mechanical adapration of the older parent
tongs. A crew of three men were needed o handle the
patent tongs, but one man could work the hydraulic
tongs with much less physical labor. The first hydraulic
wongs were fabricated by T. Raynerd Wilson, a local
blacksmith.



Clam dredge fofs A Rypayr, ap-Denes

Eimnra Parks. ore af she Sesr kneem Chomposke
beauibailders, buill e veszel in 1544 ar e pard i
Wingare, Misvland. Bof lor Winsle Adams, af
Fishing Creck, the wan ariginadly named Deaeg . [=
19%% she was purchased by Chesaperakec  Boological
Labomamay, Salomors, Marvlnd, and was renamed
Jobw A Ayler, il i= cnsly clum biologis, The dam
dln-d,!;-r wik dimwtalled By ihe Lilurbiosy Lo §036, The
bea: was geeeenied m Cabrer Mezine Moscum = 1953,
The bear & 40 f2er & inches long, ha= a beam of 27 frm,
and draft of T fece £ ke

"t A, Hpder T clam dretging

Fotomae Rirver dory boai Ler's Ser

Deey bonts doveloprd i= the LM (o e gl the
imcurh of che Prsomas: Biver and soere zonn used on the
Parirent Biver. This baat, 26 fest long wish a beem of 3
fest A irekes and deprth of 2 fecr & inche, wis badle by
Thima fibean of River Spoings, Masyland in 1934,
Wary few such boas sill servive. Ovigivally sad rigped,
they were casdy modifed o powecr, anid were esed bath
fon eymiczing and ezalbhing,

Mlizsi gifsiesn s aee maken by dredges, o
“dradgea," Derdges were develnged = Sew Engplind,
and madre rtheer firsn gppearance on the Chrzapeaks
abour reo hundred yedrs age. The fim dredge was a
crude rake:like sffmir of iren spdess which dould Be
drigged acewaix the boymom, dipp=g cut omiiems which
ware celleened ima nes bag rowed behimd tha mie, This
sysiem collecied sboer o hundred pounds of eysiersina
asgle pidx, buikilled ec destreyed mmny mhes, =l i
VER wan curdawed, Abaura hundred yrare agn diedgos
were again gSowed, bur their use b sinaly comoralled
i e Sigee

All pyster dredpers on the Chensprake Bay arec the
iyps of bomis k=own as skipucks. Thesn picrurssgue
crafy, which arp nreque m e Chessgeaks Day, are
survivars of the grear salling Beess thar were onee
[rusal b=r=. Skipjacks are Band=sde, br=ile of wiod, and
sn syaner derdgern compnae e e all-sail fleer of
commerciad craft in Nerth Amesica.

ﬂ:p.:l-rh dre mincily sail bewix, They do nod hive
snginex, ekhanph they mighi ez g Vwinder enging'“
haul i the hessyw dredpes. They may dredge for opmien
oy durdey duylight hiess, Eom | Bovermnber o 1
Mand, and rrm'.'hlepa-n wssipeed dredpsg grounds,
They can necwark inareas resereed for conping. Skips
Jackes may also cirry w power-driven vaml o help push
ties to the dredpng gemands, bui they kawve o b
the vawl hefore dhey commence dredgsag. Now davs
power deedging i alloewed Mosdays and Tecsdays.

I:Ir-::l;_-:l are lige wemions ol opeer mnge. Onz
dredgs is towed on sach mde of the boar, wirtk she oom
vt dipging up oysters and & Tape et carching thes
is they are disladged. When the deedges are lmdsd,
ilie wistder eogine = peed m haed them o on deck
where they are emgaed, and dee canch 13 somed. Cyaie
dredpees ummally do no sell thelr each g dickaide Bur
sell 1o by bouts™ which il cur oo the dredging
greunds, & dredger i Emired 0 ne mare chan 150
bushels of oypsiers o day, which go oo the boy boss Sor
abieui ieh dslliss a bdbel. Bui by e jime they reich a
wexiond menn, B deaen coyeere will coar §i,

Threeog casos Canls Ses
Cozaenicied i3 Pogaesses, YVinpoe, H9H, S Ser
bud & length of 38 fogr & inchew exed 8 £ foor 3 ech

'mgl.u_n-.n:l.ru-g.-.:ru:t

dfoor parce siens igeye—Fm. B Tessrraw

Ths ezl weas il in 1809 &y 0P and B0 Miles_ac
shair paedd in Crabb [sland . Mendand. The Bull s mads
of nine logs. which were enmmed and joned together,
= fodirEil 10 the framc and plank conziriciios wche
aique of seher beam, Griginally, she =iz 3 sail boar in
she coamiing rude, and oescer indastey. 16 1001 sl was
oHivemed pewess Ber il A was merEved ased a
ecw, lger cate was buile afr, She chen became a
“*huy bees,' guing m meet the oyseer fee, parchass
sheir canch and heed @1 o marker

Fur miny. yeics the bnac way mainmesed by M
Almen Beraey of Folemens. In 1979, afier o thorough
wapresien by che U5, Coss 1 Gord, sbe was leeniaed oy
canty 4 passergers, which she dors on sbor crsses
izt of Calvert. Manne Massum, She = the obdes
licrnerd pasmenger vessed on the Chesa=ike Bay.
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Marine Artist’s Evolution—
Lions, Leopards to Bugeyes and Pungies

e s

FPainting of Long Deck, Pratt street, showing Chesapenke sailing eraft with watermelons. Below, Louis J. Feuchior shetches in 1953,

By ROBERT BLRGESS

HE preferred lions and leopards as
subjects but painted log canoes, Tigers im-
pressed him bul Bay schooners occupied
mere of his time. Louis J. Feachter had an
abiding love far African animals but de-
valoped into the Bay region's outstanding
marine artist of the first half of this centu-

Born here and a resident all his life, it
seems ironic that not & single Baltimore
museum holds an example of his work, al-
though museumns oulside his hometown
and private collectors in Maryland and

Continied on Page 14
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Marine
Artist’'s First
Love was
Animals

Comtinwed from Page 12

Line drawings of Bay eraft at lefl amd on
faving are alen the work of artisr
Lowuis I, Feuchier,

Virginia prize his paintings. But other ex-
amples of his art are represnied in Balti-
more and have been unknowingly seen by
thousands of Baltimoreans each day.

Feuchier was born in the eastern sec-
tion of Baltimore on December 10, 1885,
and attended Public Schools 25 and 2, in
the South Broadway arvea, His teacher rec-
ognized his artistic talent at the age of 7.
When a school commissioner visited the
sehool Fepchier was called upon to draw a
scene on the blackboard. His subject was a
blacksmith shop and from memory he de-
picted the scepe with colored chalk. The
next year, 1893, somwe of his drawings
were sant to the Columbian Exposition in
Chieapo as exarpies of the work of a Bal-
timore public school student.

When he was 12, he was awarded a
four-year scholarship at the Maryland In-
stitute. When he was 15 he became an ap-
prentice with Sarmumel Kirk and Soms,
learning the trades of silver chaser amd
drafisman, eventually beoming a designer
for the firm. Ooe of his accomplishments
was his part In designing and making
models for a service of 48 silver phices,
bearing vearly 200 scenes of Maryland
histary in high relief. Each of the 23 Mary-
land counties was represented, as was
Baltimore cily. The silverware was pre-
sented by the people of Maryland to the
new armored cruiser Maryland on May
31, 1906. Feuchier, with representatives
from Kirk's and the Maryland Cruiser
Fund Commission, boarded the steamer F.
C. Latrobe in Baltimore for a trip to An-
napolis Roads where the Maryland was
anchored. It was Feuchler's responsibility
to display the service on the ship's ward-
roem table before the presentation cere-

JREIN,
Lowis J. Feuchter in a Noland Park fome, degicting Mr, Vernon. In far left of picture. note bugeye

monies. Whan the cruiser was renamed in
1921, the silver service was transferred to
the battleship Maryland, After the latter
ship was decommiissioned in 1946 the sery-
iee was ploced on indefinite loam ai the
Maryland Historical Bociety and later sent
bo the Maryland Stale Howse, Annapolis,
where it is today.

As a young man Feuchber's chiaf inter-
est was in wild animals. He learned their
anatomy as a boy by studving ilfestra-
tions, Later, visifs to the Washington Na-
Uomal Zoo and circuses enhanced his
knowledge. Early drawings of his animal
studies were scquired by Mrz Harry
Payne Whitney of the Whitney Museum of
American Art, New York city.

In his early 20's he was introduced to
Maryland's Eastern Shore through visits
to Kemp's Boarding House at Wades
Paint, overfooking the Eastern Bay near
Claiborne, Wades Point was reached by
the steamboat Cambridge and on the frip
Feutcher saw for the first time the Chesa-
peake sailing craft which were to infls-
ence the latter part of his career. Kemp's
Boarding Howse still exists and in ils sit-
ting room are small ofl paintings of the
building and the owner's collie done by
Fautcher for room and board. He became
acquainted with =ailing and log cances al
this resort and visits io nearby Wittman
and Neavitt provided material for his ear-
Iy marine paintings. He spent weekends
and vacations al Kemp's until 1927,

Feuchter left Kirk's in 1520 and the
nexl year joined the plasterer's union. He
was ¢mployed by the Baltimore interior
decorating firm of T. Milton Oler and Son
as an architectural sculptor. With that
firm he designed the ornamenial bronze
panel, mounted over the maln entrance of

sailing down Potamar River, evidenee al artist's determination to inclede o Chesapeake Bay eraft,
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the then new Baltimore Life Insurance
building on Charkes steeel near Saraboga,
of the Baltimore skyline as seen from the
harbor, The bullding is now bomne of the
Commercial Credit Company and the dec-
orative piece s still in place and visibie
fram Charles sirest.

Another major assignment for Feo-
chter while at Oler's was the design and
palnting of a series of murals on the walls
of the first and second fleor stairs hall of a
private residence in Holand Park, in 1927.
These featured views of Williamsburg's
Bruton Parish Church and Powder Maga-
mne, Mount Vernon, and Monticello,

In 1928 Feuchler had a 28-fool sloop
built at Witiman and the pext year it was
towed Lo Baltimore so that the artist could
rig it His plans were to sail to the Eastern
Bhore, anchar in a sheliered cove and
paint the locale and picturesque sailing
crafl. But the Depression came, he lost his
job, and kizs project never developed. He
did sail annoally, until the late 1540's, to
Fock Creck and anchor behind Fairview
Park or in Wall Cove nearby before that
area became a mass of marinas, boat
yards, residences, and home of the Mary-
land Yacht Club. His early skeiches of that
region in the 1930°s were worked into his
oil paintings and water-colors,

As a resull of his unemployment he
roamed Baltimore's waterfront, especial-
Iy the Mentford Yard overlooking Canlon
Hollow, Webster's Whari on Boston street,
and Pratt sireet's Long Dock where the
Chesapeake's sailing craft gothered. He
skeiched the vessels and thelr details on
the spid and developed paiotings Brom
that information in his home stedio. Trips
on excursion steamers to Cambridge, An-
napalis, Oxford, and 51, Michasels enabled
him to add sketches of those ports (o his
files,

In 1947 The Mariners Museum, in New-
port News, Va., asked him to do a series of

At right, India ik shetches of animals,

ahwwiryg same altention to detnl seen in the

artist s marime paintings.

paintings of Chesapeake Bay commercial
sailing eraft, the log cance, bugeye, pungy,
sloop, schooner, ram, skipjack, and crab-
bing skiff. A general view of the waterme-
lon craft at Long Dock completed the se-
ries which is on display in that museam’s
Chesapeake Bay Room. Even though he
focused his aliention primarily on Bay
sailing craft in the latter part of his car-
eer, e pever gave up his love for wild ani-
malks. Among his last sketches are por-
traits of lions, leopards, and tigers done as
shillfully as his marine work.

it -I_Ii\: L

Lonis Fewchter died on January 11,
1957, and was buried in Mount Carmed Ce-
metery. Following his death some of his
paintings were =id to private collectors
and distriboted among his family. The
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, in 5t
Michaels, secored a group of water-colors;
they are on display there. The Mariners

Museutn obtained some and is now pre-
paring a monograph on the artist illustrat-
ed with photos and examples of his paknt-
ings, due for pablication in 1576, u




