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The life of llollands Island is o Lhinpg of the past. 1t survives
mostly in the memories of those who lived there, Thus uy reason
for writing t. is story ns one who did live there. .

w#ollands Jsland is located im the Clesapenke oy and was five
miles long, one and half miles wide, with pood, rieh soil. The
frimers of the islaud grew good crons, such ns corn, wheot ond all
kinds of vegetsbles, 1t had four or five large fruit orchoerds..
Fhieg islond wts in Jorchester County. ‘ihe oririn of the name is
helieved to have heen from an cmpty hottle of liolland Gin which
drified ashore. 1t h=ad sixty or more howmes, seven stores, one
confectionery store, onc dry goods siore, also o very nice ehurch,
where services were held three times on each sSunday. ilvery
wednesday night irayer Meetings were held, 4 two-room school house
with two teachers, a Community liall which was known as the “ited Men
lall." This hall was where we held Lyster Suppers and Ddox Socisls,
-ecoriding to the chwreh record it 'gected at one time 367 heople
who lived on the island could be sented.

e island hod a good sniline fleet, whiech consisted of eight
1unsys, toirty-six llugeyes, 41 bklp Jacks and 2 schooners. One
of the schnnuers,“l. . hchultz wis one time harbored in Ennhriu=e
and owned by the late Capt. !arvey Conway. The Hugeye, Ceo Toddi
wits considered by many wnte:men as the fostest sail bont on the Bay.
This bort won every chawpionship in the work boat races, which the
Sun i'aper sponsored every year., Most of the borts were tied up in the
summer moniiis after oyster sesson was over, Some of the boasts in
summer would go erubb-serapping with from twe to four serapes per
boat, They caupht peelers and soft crabs which were so0ld to what was
called then shedding llouses., These houses were located on an island
east of liolland Island called Hockeoll. It had a total of ten
shedding places. The B & C Steamboat Line whieh came to Deals
Island freighted the crahs to the City of Ilaltimore, This turned
out to be a grent success with the watermen every spring and summoer.,



he island was nlso noted for Cishine, Jound nels were rsod
amd rreol uumbers of sbhad conshit in Lthese nels, Fost af the nets
were fished west of the Island in the Clhiognuenk dAav.  Thoure weg
no motors in the hontsi they all used spils. Tt wns n close run to
the nets, we could po from horbor in thirty minutes, Our horbor was
enlled the "Huek Cove", also ihe "Creck” which was a real rood
harbor. Ue brought our boits in thru a lend, It was a made lead
by noture, located hetween Lonz lsland and lHoellands Islnnel, Long
Islond had three Lhomes on it and good farm land. This JIsland wos
the first to start ito wngh away. Then iiollnnds lsland started to
crumble and wash awny cousing a cood many of the peonle to move
AWAY .

Mr. SWilliam Uennctt was the first to leave the Igland. lle
owned and operated a large procery store, olso had a fleet of
honts. He also ownced a good mony homes, which he tore down and
moved them to Cambridge. Some of these homes ore locrted on Yillis
Gdt. and Glespow 5t. The lsland was owned hy my ﬁrnnu[nthgr1 illiam
A« Porks. lle lived on the extreme Upper cnd of the I1sland, known
a8 the North :nd of the Island., lle first lived on Saring Island,
wilich was two miles east of llellands Islond. MNe cane across and
bought the Island from T¥ler dradshaw. hy Grandfather rmoye land
to build the churel, schonl, Hed ben I'all, Illo zave his children
lots to build on, The home he lived in wag bwilt out of white
pine and consisted of sixteen rooms. le gove the home and lot
which was the iost Uffice to his neice who in later years resided
in Combridge, the late Mrs., Peter H. Parks, liis fruit orchards
went from the cast side of the Island to tiie west site. Orandfather
was great for having many people to wvisit him, Growing ecrops of
corn, wheat, sweet potatoes and white notatoes was what he liked
to do. Doarding our mivcisters and school teoachers wns rnolher thing
he liked to do. FMost of all the cooking my CGrandmother did was on
the fire place. She would not cook anything on Sunday, all the
cooking was done on soturday putting the food in large pails and
tying them in the well so the food would keep., Our ministees were
some of the best from the Confercnce, Zach Year we would have our
revival meetin; s. ‘iMlicse meetings drew large crowds of people from
Jeals Jeland, Crisfield, Wingates, ond all over the county., JAround
the cliurch there was an iron fence which encleosed the cemelory where
A good mony of the island people are buried. 1t was Grandfather's
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request Lo he hurded in his woest Faoous u]ncg_hiﬁ Froil we.ard.
After the storm hepon to ervmble down the hipgh bonks snd wosh nway,
it was pretti. gz very close to his srive and my Grandsolher's, Shout
twelve years aze my rother Willie, cousin Johnnie and 1 went

down to the Islind and rewoved their remains to our lot in Conhridpe
Greenlown Cemctery. (Gn his tomb stone was insroved ihe following
"i'recious in the Sight of the Lord is the .Jeath of his Snints™.

(n my ‘randmother's stone is ingraved thiese words, "Vhen shie liad

50 »aid She went lier Vay Savisg The hrster llos Come and Colleth

for Fe.")

There was also a cemetery on the Hay Shore Kidre. ‘This land
ot to washing away nnd they moved all the graves to the Church
Yard Ceunetery. This cemetery was on high pground and did not wasgh
away on the tide.

Ihe homes on the ilay sShore “idpe‘were torn down and moved
away. 'The first home on the Svuth :nd of the Islend wos Crnt,
James Smith Todd, he moved his home to Crisfield, Id. lic owned a
dugeye noamed theﬁﬁﬂﬂnlightf Next to his residence wes hisg brother,
Capt, Fhajor Correll Todd whu.uﬁcrnteﬂ a store which sold grocerics
ana boat sujpalies to good many of the boats, Uyster dredeers
workire close nround !lollands Island and tiie Chesnpeake Gay would
harbor in Boclk Cove and ﬁ; all of their supelies from Capt., Todd's
store. lis store was stocked with rroceries of all kinds, rope,
shovels, and auythi.p a wnterman might nced. Crumbling and wishing
of the Bay Shore become worse and Capt, Todd decided to move his
home te Crisfield, Md, where today his children reside., He owned a
Nureye named the "JTssne Keeler", sister ship to the "George Toad."
Cut of o family of six there now survives only two, a son Gearge

Todd nud a daughier, Mrs. Lloyd l'arks,
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Cipts James Dnncan wis the nmext to move, bHe sold Yis heme oo

moved to Gxford, Md., where his svwrvivin~ children now live, l.ors,.
Saddie Griffin, Mrs. llavry lubba-d, firs. Ullie Crockett, oue son,
Jomes anmean, Capt, Jim as we »l]l colled him owned a Skipjock
named the "Boss Girl". Living next to him on the Island was his
father, Capt. Thomas G. duncon, who sold his home nnd it was moved
to Jomes ‘uarter, Md, !l e had eight eaildren, Lewis, John, James,
lenry, Ualter Uuncan, two daughlers, Mrs. llattie Ficlds and Mrs.
itosiec Gibson. Cnpt. lleoary uncan nnd his sister, krs, ltosie
Gibson sre now living in Oxford, Fd,, the only survivers. Ile ws
Le owner of a large (lect of boats, "i, Il Eheltgﬂ“ "Thomas V.
Suncan®, and the - UYilliam Summers.”

iAs we move up the ghore to the end of whot we called the "Big
Road" lived Mr. William Connett who owned and operated a srocery
store., The wnves worked on cruwnbling the shore and he had . to
tear down and move his store. This store now stonds in Cambridee
and is known as the Candyland on lace Street, betler known as
Lhitey's., He owned Uugeyes, "Danks", "Dush”, "larks" and "Garrett,"
Lut of this family the only svrviving member is Mrs, John Matthews,
ar. of Cawhridze,

The next home was that of Cavt., Ira Todd, lle tore his home
down sand moved it to Crisfield, Md., This home now is located on
Haryland /‘ve. of that town,

Capt. Todd was very active imi the church on the Islond, he wns
one of the trustees. lle owned and onerated a large number of fish
traps, He also owned the Bugeye, "Sidney Riggin", While he lived
in Crisfield he owned many power bonts which he vsed until his death.

Next to:his honse wrs the lethodist Chureh I'arsonape. This
| arsonnge wns moved to Dishons jicad, Md. The last yenr that it

stood on the Island, my ‘wnt, Mrs. dora lnll lived there and Kept a



confectiouprry store, She also bosrded the school lerchers,

hext to Lhe lirsons: ¢ wns my f;thur's hrother, Cant, John 'i,
arks. lie owncd and ouerated Fisli Mets, nleng with a Nugeye nomed
the "Wehecen Yhite". lie also dredpged and freiphted oysters.

Next to him lived Ca=t, feorze Todd who owned a Bugeye named
the "feorpge Todd", his wife, Mrs. licnnie Todd owned and aperated a
dry roods store. She sold anything from wallpaper td all sorts
of materinls in her store. Their house wis moved to Crisfield,

pil, nnd it stands on harylond Ave.. Next to him lived Capt, Rath.

Inrks who owned snd operated a Pungy bont named the "somuel Veights,”

le died when a younp man snd his wife kept the children together

and wns the posimistress, They had six children, There a:e three

of his children now living, Mrs. lienry Juncan of Oxford, Md.,

hathnn I orke of Tilglman's, and kev, Meloy i'arks of tilminztong iel,

Their home was moved to [ilehman's and is now where the son HNathan

lives. The sons helped their mother, krs. Carrie, to mnke the

livi:er, They hnd two Skipjnéks nomed the "Joephine” and the "Lola ¥."
Next home wns Capt. Pete Todd, who married my sister dertha,

llis mother and father lived with them., Ie owned amd operated fish

trans. Toepether with his father they owned Pungy and ugeye bonts,

In his lzter years he dredred a Skipjock named the "Edith Creighiton,”
liig lend was washing away so he sold his home to the late Lansel
Tyler, who moved it to loopers Tslond,

The next home was Cont, William Priee, who married my sister
Lucy. Ille had a procery store and hoat supplies. Also owned and
opernted fish troaps and a Dugeye named the "Valarie llarvey". e
moved his family to Camhridge where he operated a small procery
store in his home on Villis Street. His only son, llargris Price

now resides in hzxxkwmeExunxixiiziz the home plpce. Ile had two
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dapphters, Frs. Claia Priee nmd hrs, sona Perrest.  Brs. Clerp irice
wns one of the sehool itenchiers on Lhe Islend,

The next home wns Cont, Thomns5, I'rice, he was the hrother of
Capt. %m, Price. Ille owned a procery ond confectionary stoe, fish
trans and a schooner nomed the "Coldoil John", ile moved his home
to Cambridree and it now stands on lasbrooks itlvd. There are three
surviving children, krs. Vnlter Duncan of (xford, Md,, Miss Tomnshia
I'ice and William l'rice who live on Yest Jnd sve. in Cawbridye,.

Rext to him on the Island lived his Mrother, Cirt. Adam Price:
who sold his home to my Drother, Lloyd Fhrks whe in turn moved it
to Crisfield, hd,, Caut, Adnm moved to Tilghman's, lle owned a
Skinjoack nemed the "Corrie irice." lie hos two chiildren now living,
krs. Groce iall of Tilgzwman's and o son living in daltisore.

Next to him was- 1le home of Capt. '“ade Sommers, Capt, Sommers
Lbought his home [rom his [ather-in-lnw, Copt, James Todd, lle later
moverd to Crisfield and his home was moved to Bishons flead, Ior his
livelihood he hod fish traps and a Skipjack nomed the "bolliell®
which he buwilt himself. lie was alse the builder of pood many of the
boats,

Rext to his home wos Cant. Preston Fields who moved to the
Island from Fruitland, kd, and married the daughter of Capt, James
duncan, [ie bought this home from Doc, Vault nnd it was later
move:d to Bishops llend., le hod a large number of fish nets as well
ns a Skipjack momced the "Carroll Todd." This Skipjaek wos built
by Capt. Carroll Todd, lle later moved his family to Cambridge
and lived on VWest iind Aveo,

The next howe wns Capt. Vood Sommers. He had a large genr of
fish nets and a Skipjoack nnmwed the “Mollie E', le moved his home to
Tilghman's,

The next home was my Great Unele Jake lradshaw. le was my
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trondsolher's heother, e lived in a lerge bome sand his wile hed
n rrocery store. lle alse did sowe farmine ., lis 1’"'"1? a iunny noeed
the "Frances J, Huth," lis home wns moved to dishops licnd, but
lie moved to Combridee where he lived oatil his death,

Cant, Charlie kelly lived in the next howme, Ilis [ather
lived with him, e fished trans for a living nlong with two Skipjocks,
ithe "John L. Thomas" nand the "Sy linmnon," His hone was moved to
Winmnte's and he brought his Family to Cowliridne, where he bousht
a home on Choptnnk /ve. Ile hns twoe surwiving children pow living ¢
in Cowhridpre, Mrs. [azie Uroten and Dr. Charles Helly, onc of the
ovners of Craipg's urveg Store. Hlis son, Chprles was the last person
to borned on llollands Tsland.

Capt, Vest Forrest lived on the Upper .nd of the Island, the
Bay Shore Ilidge, Il'is home was moved to lishops liend., Ille owned a
dredge hont named the "Four Sisters." lie moved his frmily to
Combridee and lived on {lnspow Street, -

There was a large c:'ecek, which you could enter in through
the Chesapenke Uay which wns west of the Island., This strip of land
Capt, “esley Forrest lived on. They called it the "eint.

~eross the ereek wns llalland Straits, and towards the hend
of the Island wns where my Grandfather lived, Villiam ..rthur inrks.
lle owned two bungys and a Judeye and also did some forming. e
lived at this home wntil his death, e was the father of krs,
angie dwans, Mrs. Born llall, Capt. Jacob, Grant, John sand Frank
I'nrks. W. Upnant l'nrks wns my Father and his land &nd home was sold
to John =, ilurst Hros.

lNext place going south townrd the south end of the lsland wes
where Copt, Jacob i'nrks lived., He h~ad farm land nnd a few bonts.
A Dpeye nomed the "Mapgzie Feoarl" and n schooner nomned the "Elizaheth
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A" i e used thiese hoals to dredsre oysters, e h+d n Fourily
of ciht children, Frs, |carl nean, hrs, sinpnic lirley, Miss

Marie .orks, Miss louise inrks, Johnnie, savler, Yillism snd

Halwh Parks, lle sold his hnmé to Hurst Lrothers nlso iand mowved

to Cambrid; e, Md, wiere e resided vntil his death. {lis strvivers
are lalph and Kaylor iarks who live on “i1llis St, Jdolinoie and

iis sistor, Louiso live on iest .nd N,

Next Lo Cant, Jocob Parks, wns my liome, the hoze of Ve Grant
rarks. all of us were Lorned on the Isleod in that home, This
home is still stonding and is vsed for n hunting Lodze, hoving all
of the madern iny conveniences, In the by pone nys wicn we lived
thnrelit Wias a very nice home aud at tines tiiere wrs never a dull
moment. ky Mother wes a school teocher nnd she also tau;nt musie
lessons, By Father hod an aryle orchard nlong; with iy ond domson
trecs. lle was Euown = g very successlul weicrman heving a l'ungy
Named the “Fita™ pnd a dugeye named the "llattie Juncan", The
"llattie Juncan® is the hont T dredged oysters on when a Young lad,
lle and my Mother nlso farmed the land, Tn 1918 we moved to Combridpge
and lived on %illis Streot for two years, then my Mother and iather
bought the house on west dnd .ve., This is where they both liveu out
the halanee of their doys, and where T noyw reside.  There was eipght
of us, only four sre now livinz, 7T Yave two sisters living in
Crisfield, Frs. twell Irrks and Hrs. Margaret Todd, Ny Urother,
willie G. I'arks lives on Talbot ive., Combridze,

Next to our liore on tne lsland was hiprs, Vora ilall, She sold
and moved on Bay Shore lidrme, Thig honse wos bought by Capt.
Jessie Marks and nis wife. They had o frocery store, he also fished
traps. In the fall ang winter he would dredge the boat nanmed the

"Issac Keeler", Tle moved his hone to Crisfield, Md., Sororset
Ave. where he and hig wife lived the rest of their days., Iis
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daughter, Liss Letherine I* rks, who teqaches sehool in Crisficld
now resides in the nome place.

Living west to Capt. Jessgie, wus ny linele Froni: Porks, who
was my Father's Lrother. le owned a Dureye naned the "y
Lizzar" and a Skipjock nomed ithe "Lillian F." He alse dredrod
his father's Dugeye the "Haret Uora® for a poord FEULY Yours.
lle s0ld nis nome on the Istand and noved to Ciubridse.  ile
bourht o honme on Jillis St. where nhis dimghter, Uliss Lyra DParks
now rezides, Ilis fumily consisted of six children, Imssell,
Veldon, Shermim, Liyra, Lillian and ¥mna Todd. Sherman lives
on the western ghore of iid. Lillian and Sono live in Erinfield,
s The three diurshters and one son are survivers of this foamily.

Living next to Uncle Frank wns Cant, Jessio Farks, Sr. who
was y prandfather's brother. lle was a farmer and raised good
many crops. ile nad a large asparasus field. In the fall and
winter months he dredred aysters. He owned a Fungy noamed the
"Tonie Fost", a dugeye naned the "J. C, Cousey.™ Men ne died
he lert his lone to his prindson Capt. Fwell Porks. GLwell
warried my sister Lulu and they resided in this hone untiy tney
moved to Campridre. They had o 1amily of four ehildren nnq sone
years later noved to Cristield, td., 1hree of his cliildren now
live in Crisficld and his son, Nathaniel retired from tne navy
and lives on Solomons Island. ‘This home was also hought by
Imrst lirothers,

Next place to Cant. Ewell Parks was the home of Capt.
lesikiah Purks. le had rarm land and ovued a Skipjack named
the "lare and Donald" after nis two sons, e sold his home to
Crisfield Thomius who merricd his daught er, Amanda. His faughter
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moved to Seaford, del. and he noved Lo Salisiory.  Georpe Diley
houghit this propertiy and eperated o rrocery store until 1918,
then he rpoved to itnltivore and sold the property to Cupt. James
avery Lills who moved the house to Crocheron, Nd. Capt, Williom
Wyle Parks lived in the next nome. lle —as Lnown as a very

rood witternan.  ile dredped a iWgeye and owned a Pungy named the
"Tonie Fost." iis home was moved to disheps !ead and he moved
his funily teo Crislicld, #d. where lhie built a hore, Ile and his
wife resided therc until thedir deaths. Cant. Jo'nm Tilson lived
in the home that wias known as the Jeulins Cannon property. lle
and his wife boupht this house aud land., Ile Aid a little farming
along with being a hoat builder. e also owned a Jugeye named the
"Geoteh Chief". ile fished nets, dredeed and freiphted oysters

in this bhont. lle was the father of four children, he died on

the Island., Capt. Carroll Todd moved into thiis home and lived
there a few years hefore moving to Crisficld.

Capt, Georpe vans lived in the next house, Capt. George
owned and operaved a Skipjaek named the "Rough". lle had three
children. llis daushter married Cant. “arn Jenlins and they lived
in this home also. ‘esley Jenkins of Tilgiman's Island is tne
surviving gon of Capt. Earn Jenkins. .fter they moved from
this heuse it was destroyed by fire,

Next three places, Ned fien lall and Cormemunity Duilding, the
chureh, and the schwolhouse. The climrch was very nice pnd after
everybody left the Island it was bought by the loliness Chureh
ol Upper Fairmount, Md. and woved there, It stili stands there,
a few years amo I had the pleasure of attending a service in it,

The school house was next. Ye lhad two teachers. The first one
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1 went Lo wis Mrs, Clara I'rice oo frs. Lala draunoed:, vipLh
were real poeod tenchers and 1 loved Lhen both. “hen my kolher
civie to the lsliomd from Mairmont to teach schinol she was the
onc responsible of having this school huilt, She wis Lhe first
onc Lo ring the belr and the last teacher thut taught on the
Island, Ly drother, Lloyd, bought the school and had it moved
to Crisfield, It was used by hin Lor a warclouse,

Going on down to the extrowe south end of the Island to what
we called the Lojtle Foint. The first house was that of Capt. Joe
dennett.  lle operated a grecery store. He also wins a fairly
good waternan. HNe fished traps, drodred uyéter& in the fall and
winter. Ilis Skipjuck wus named the "Adalade,” ilis nome was
hought and moved to Crocheron, Lid,

Next was Cant, Fd. walter, he was a waternan vith fish
nets and did seme crabbing, He had a large gun, whiech was lawful
to us at the time and it wonld carry a pound of shot. Ile did a
lot of hunting, kitling as rany as 7?5 to 80 ded llead dueks at
one time. I[lis home was poved to Erﬂtﬂérﬂn. Next to hin lived
his hrother Chris. .alter who owned many erab hoats. lie had
three children. Twe of his children now survive, !irs. Carrell
Todd whe lives in Croecheron and Yiliinm walter who lives at
Linkwood. Uis home was moved to Croclieron.

Capt. uHenry Jones lived in the next nome. lo owned two
Skipjaeks named the"inna L, "and the "Dradshaw.™  ile noved to
Unancock, Va,

Just Lelow Capt. Jones was the basebail dignond. This is
where we luwl ull our hall gumes. We had the best team on the
Lastern Shore. The team traveled to iloopers Island, Deals Island,

Mvalve, Smitn island, Fuirmeunt, and Chance, Md, They were
i



kuown as the Darxles and won Lhe pennant every year,

To the « xtreme end of Zoapgle loint lived two cotored Tumilies,
Jumes llojers and Janes Joel:son, They were the hmlders of many
boats. An Lne fall and winter they would dredre oyslers., In
the spring they did a littie farning. Jaes Hopers' wile, hary,
was the Hid-wiie on the Island heing present when m&ny of us
were horn. Uhey noved to Jesterviste, lid,

On the Yest Mad of Kngle I'oint wus called the ouid rost
oftice. ‘lien Capt. Pete Parks moved to Canbridee this was sold
to John fGriffin and his wife., They lived in this piluce until
they moved to saltineore in 1918. It vas then moved to daishops
Head. Mle erahbed and wis custodian of ihe church,

Aeross the hig road was a place calied the dnrusack,  The
rirst nouse on tne ilammock was Capt, Jeim ilarrison, Jdis place
was Enown as the 0ld Schooi ilouse. MHe was a very relipions mAn,
knowing the dible fron cover to cover. lle «(lia farming for a Food
iy of the fimilies, also ovned a Skipjaek named the"Vietoria,”
fle nad a large famisy of ten chiidren. “There are two who survive,
Lennie arrison of Sastiviore omd bigele aarrison in west Virginia,

Hext ramily was Capt, George vwalter and family. He nad two
chilauren, lirs. Rosie Kelly and Noy Ualter. Capt, Gdrant Fisher
and Capt. West Fisher lived with this fawily, He had a good
many crab boats and in the winter he trapped ducks, hunted for
ninks and otters, He roved to Jesterville and lived ithere
until his death.

Capt. Charlie Gibson moved to the Island from leals Island
and lived next to Capt, George Walter. His son married Isabielle
wialter and they lived there also. Jle dredeed a Stipjuck named
the "Lule Pound". This home was rnoved to Crocheron, L,
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Hext Lo ihen on the cxtvene end of Lthe Jarmoeck vas Cupt.
Wiirian Valier. ile was oo overy good wielernon.  He owiel A rood
rany boats; also lia) fish nets; alse peod many erabbineg hoots,
ie ovned n Shipjeck mamed the "Savmumal LY. e wpoved his Lome
to Crocheron, They were the parents of Lwo children, brs. Isabel
riffin and Latthew Ualter, he now resides at Crisficld, 1.

e is the only one Lhat remains, le is in the fluﬁist Lsiness,
There wiis a deep creck between the main part of the Lsland. The
road they uscd had a bridge that went from the ilimrocl: te the
road, vhe hridge came across to the school house, out north
west Trom the Ilaimoek was a Llslond nomed Long Island, That had
farn land, It wns ovned Ly Capt. Ephriam Irice. That is where
they lived until death. His two sons moved to Canbrid;ze, Capt,
weiy i, Price and Capt, Thonas Price. ile had two pgrandchiliren,
moved to Canirid;ie ond alse mother. lier name was lrs. leoaley
Dize, iler children were Hdgar Uize, who built a home on ‘Test

Enid Gwve, The olher son was Ephrian ize, who later on moved to
Luston.

This covers ali of tne Island teo the very best 1 know and
can remember. I heve becn asked by a good many people what did
we do on there for sport and recrention. We played ball in the
sumner, we nlso had horse shoe pitching, The smaly poys shot
nirbles. They made their marbles out of elay, put them in oven
at high teoperature. Then tney toolk them out, dipped tiem in
shalac ¢nd it broupght them out and had a nice gloas on them,

We also had contests of spinning tops. 1in tne winter we shuted
o the pond also on the ilollunds Straits side. In the winter of
1947 it was a hard winter, it was froze up for about nine veeks

and the news went out and it was published in the paper that people
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were in swifering condition, e looked ont im Lthe Loy, liere

ciivie n si.cu:.:hmlt.l It was Cagt. Thous loward, e idrove nor

thirourh 1ce walh & 1ce plow on ner,. lie was in the Gov, Thomnas.

ile lrought her up ihe lHotind Strails untii pe eame up opposite

of wlhere we lived, Ve all skated out to him. ue soid, "Hoy are
there nany on shore in need or in hunmer?” The renly was "No, 5ir".

lle satd, "l you boys want to come avoird and cat ﬂinuer?“ e

aaid, "I haye nlenty soup to pive." Une said, "Soupl" "when

we hiave wiltd goose for dinner!". .aotner renlied, "Capt. we

nilwe prenty,." “here is only one thinz we are short of." lle

said, "What as that?" Thney replied "kerosene.” ‘hat is what

we used for lights. ile said, "That is all you are short ofl,

hell, go to bed with the chickens." tle had'brouglit our mail to us
and our doctor whiech had pot canght away. ilis name was Dr.
stbhie., He said, "If I had a pair of skates I vould put them on
and gkate ashore and eat with you boys. That all sounds good

to me." ile said, "What building is that in tke riddle of the
Izland where that flag is flyinz?" e replied, "That is our

Gelool house." lle said, "It is so nice to sece you hoys and cvery-
hody £o jolly. ‘i'ake enre of everything., Give my best repards

to nll the people ashore there. I will be on ey vay hoek. You

lioys move baeck. Uo not stand too close to the tracl. .As hae was

leaving Capt. Tor: Howard said, "You boys he good. llave a good

time and enjoy yourself. I have to get back to Cimhridre,"

Away the Gov. Thomas went with her ice plowr on. Ve could see her

soing up the Uay and conld hear her going through the ice. We

watched until she went out of sight,
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The wirls vould have teffy pullines at their homes and Five
parties with spiming the e Plate; nin:.*in,--: roat office ond »ooid
piny gutes.  They hiad hox seecials at Lhe Covorunity ilall, Last
Soturday in every monih ihey nud them up for nirshest bidder.
there was a rule on that the youny man Lt howrht whatever
wirl's hox it may he, they were supnosed Lo wall: h“? home. 0Of
Suniditys we hiad service in ehiwre . Yhey hid old fine cluss neetings
in there.  UChurch at 9:45 every Sunday. They would stand upg
five their testimony nnd they stirted shoutin sone of then
old time hymns. ‘they would sing hymns which you pever hear
now; like The Uld Time Religion and 'fhen the Saiuts Come irching
In;  ringing in the Sheayes and all of those old time hymns.

Then they would have their morning serviece at 11 o'clock, Their
Sunday School at 2 o'cloel. Young peoplex neeting at G:45. At
4 o'clock they had worship service. e hid a large choir,

Lvery Sunday afier Sunday Sehool we wonuld go to good many hones
wviere shutins wvere and play the old time organ and sing good
rany hymns. Ly drandfabher, Jm. A, Torlis, was a shut in, For
reod many years he was blind; he wonld set in his chair and et
happy.  ile wonld always say, "“ome h.ck next Suviaday. I will he
looking for you." lie was one of the Trusiees of The Chureh and
alse very active. Ile would hiteh his herse and carriage up and
he and Grandmother would ride down to the church which was two
miles From where he lived. e had good many nice ministers.

4ind ho:s, did they prench the Yible; get happy and shout all over
the churchl

I am poing Lo get back to our school, e nad very good
teachers and zood many of them that taught on there bozrded up
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te my Lrandfalhers. s, rrsa JAdllis, fass dlaneh catthwews,, Mins

Clara I'rice, iidss Lola dubbrd., T loved all my teschers. They

vere sirict. They would take a switch and they could sure give

you a rood lusmin and there is one of our teuchers living nere now

on Willis St. that was one of Lhe hest teachers we had, ler name

wng Hisg Millicent Jones, lmown as lirs. iay Tedd. Our school

was unice nmd wirmy, we hod in there those large stoves that

hurn coal. Je would always help our teschers in uilding the

fire also keep the school elean. It had lar;;e hlackboards, We

kept them clean, It was a larpge groumd to play on. Ve had a

biaseball dianond there by the school. alse we would pitenh horse

shoes. ‘e would play pgames at recess like Hing round ile lloses;

Tuﬂ ihe Idase nnd ete, | .
In the swmmer we would go to Camp meetings to Leals Island;

Smith Island. You had to go in hoats which we did ali enjoy.

“he Island was surrounded by water; you could go in

koat in about an hour to lieals 1lslamd and Smiths Island. ALl

of our dry goods and all merchandise was freighted there by

hoat from Saligbury and Saltinore. BCA Steanboat Line carme to

Deals Island wharf atout five tines a weel. I hiove seen her

leave loaded down with freight, crubs and eysters and poultry. On

the Izland was a xreat place for poultry. Every family hod pood

many chickens and ducks. ‘e shipped our esgs to nltiiore.

vhen they pot 25 cents a domen thut was a big price. 30 cents for

duck expgs. We had a mail hoat that srougnt our mail over to the

Island from Deals lsland. Some tines they would bring passengers,

dentist, eye specinlist and good many other people there. Fare

wias a quwrter a round Lrip. What the mail carrier did not like

was when he had to hring catalogs. ile would have a good
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ey nail bogs Full ond he earried Lhien on hacl 4o Lhie post
office whieh was ahout a half pile Sway. §is none was Copt.
anicl Jehsier. dle oale a treip dadldy and that © 4s a heat with
suiln, Later on before the mall route was closed e hnd a
volor in his boat. lle had eirht niles to sail each vay and weuld
never niss a trip, only in the case of & Irevcze, The conl we
used in our stoves was frei=hted thirough fron Combridee. Capt.
Chirles wean that lived here in Chabrdd e would freipht down
there cvery year in the Sugeye, "iassell Huchleti™. In the

ease of a longy Trecere there wirs no one went short of food,

‘ney nlways stored sway ror that tine, They hoad nlenty hop
meat. They prew their own heef, Iilled there - white potatoes
mul sweet poratoes. Tney always hod plenty. The two crab
honses that shedded crans on the 1lsnd helonsed to my Srandfather
wmileh vas a good deal of help to the Ixland,

‘hey nad more than a hundired erab rloats that they shedded the
cribs in and they nad a packet boat that wenld pack: then up aad
freipht them to Crisficld which was 14 miles from the tsland,

4 0 ddigmin and protbers owned and operated aone, aind Cooper Dize
oned the other. These nen lived in Crisfield. 1he hard crabs
we sold to beals Island where there was a large picking nouss
fmovm as Capt. Bohert L. Webster Co. I myself freichted crahs
here for pood many years acress Tangier Sound and pade a trip
every day, 1 had poed wany eranbers that sold these cribg to ..e,
I would hring back itheir crab pots and gus and anything they
tdid need,

Gotting back to my home nlace that is still there, e
Lept our home and would not sets it and we went bhack every spring
and sumerer and uwsed it as our summer home. My father and mother
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enjoyed poing hiack every sprineg aml they did that until 'nalinge
health.,  That was Srant Porks who was my Sather and Sllen G,
Ivirks, nmy mother.  dveryhody had moved away and after we vould

not po bhack any pore ve zold the place to Jo'in llurst and Drothers,
It wns & pood place for hunting nunbers of wild gegse and ducks

of all kimds, red heads, canvas bucks and all Limds of foul,

The pliece stily stands hmt the shore line is close Lo it on

holhh sides, ithe lay Shere site and the Hollund Straits side,

iy Father had a wharf in front of the !lore Place where he

bought peelers and soft crabs and he teok them out to Tl

Island knowm as the ‘oek Coil four wmiles eust of aollunds Island.
It was o Tirm kuown as the Webster Packing Co. I could Just go
ou and on in my way, thinking it was the garden Erot of the world,
I vas 18 years old when I left from there hut still vent back in
gpring and summer for 17 years.

Now ull renmains is a washed away island. There is not too
mich land left. The echmrelh yard is stili there and the markers
of tombstones f1rom the river. You can still sce them vhen the
sun shines on them they wre white. There loys at rest was known
a5 our rost mrominent neonle,

Joshua Thomas way baek a jood nany yoears sailed feom one of
these islands to the other. e would hold revivals and canp
meetinge, e lived at Leals lslund. barried his wife from
sollands Island, e was knovn as a promict. I know a pood
many have read the book about nin. H%s hoat was named "The
Letlhodist.™ ile aluvays had a Cair wind to sail his boat. lle
vent over e the western shore and had revivals. le is buried in

the church yard at beals Island in fro. t of the little church that

he preached in, and they still use this liftle elurch now for many



occagsions. They coll it the Joslma Thomas Chiurch. The other
church is built along side of it, pn very nice church. ilis “ihle
is still on the Bible Stand and is still in use. The epitaph on
his tomb is:

Come all you friends as you pass hy

fMeliold this spot where I do lie
o [fetir An¥is Wleest le pried lated

e s pld e bR - L T if fﬁﬁ e
(% ol {r{/, ¥ £

There is not too mueh of lollands Island remaing just as I
have stated hefore — my old home place. Uhen I am sailing down
the Bay I look ashore there and it puts me a studying of what it
used to be and what it is now. I loved every spot of it. All I
can say in clesing - tGod's wili nust be done.

This ié a true story I huve given. This is what I know,

It is where I got what little education I have and where I was taught
to sail my own boat. I have been Captain of a Lout eover since I

WS 14 years old - sailed with my father - ¥/. Grant Parks who

was a vury good teacher and I'11 close with this thought in mind,

Trip lishtly over trouble; Trip lightly over wrong.
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