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Some remains of the once-prosperous waterfront of Deal Island Village
which was destroyed in the firece storm of 193%, According to Myra
Thomas Long, Ygale winds blew, the rains came, the tides rose and
they called it a hurricane but it had no name, ..reports received

by those on the mainland were meager at first for telephones were

out for three days and only by boat could messages be received,

The story finally came in<that the bridge to the mainland was

washed out == every cyster and crab house either swept away or

‘80 badly damaged that salvage was doubtful -- the $300,000 seafood
industry was wiped out -~ the steamboat wharf degtroyed -- dozens

of boats including the huge oyster dredges, crab boate and motor
boats wrecked, sunk or driven into the marshes, High waves threatened
the Anderson Motel, the lower floors were flooded and guzats were
removed by beat. The direct damage was listed as $50,000 but

there was much heavier indirect losa,.."

In 18345, Mr, inderson moved a building from the wreckage inland to

the point where it stands today. He began a general hardware business
which served the Island's building and marine needs, In 1972, he
retired and the business was sold to H, Hass, a retired police officer
from Baltimore County. Tive years later Vernon Cooper became proprietor.
In August 1982, Don Cawood, a fiberglass boat builder and repairer

from Annapolis, purchased the business.
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Original Anderson Store as an existing part of the waterfront complex,
It stocked everyting from soup to nuts, Groceries and ship supplies
were s0ld on the first floor and on the second floor Mrs. Anderson

had a millimery shop and scld 4dry goods. A milliner was employed
from Baltimore =0 that elegant visiting ladies could have plumed

hats designed according to their personalities for the price of $35.00.
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Baltimore Chesapeake & Atlantic Steamship wharf eirca 18BSH,

Captain Levin Anderson, principal merchant of Deal Island Village,
contributed the land for building the pier which reached *,425 feet out
into Tangier Sound to allow the large ships carrying visitors, commer=
gial travellers, and goods sufficient depth %o dock in. The
Steamghipa' Tangier and The Virginia ran from Salisbury to Baltlimore
with =tops at Deal Island at & p, m, daily except Saturday. On

the return trip from Baltimore the boat would arrive at the Island

pler at %:00 a.m., During this era, Deal Island women began to

travel to Salisbury and Baltimore to do their shopping and the

home=s of watermen showed the effect= of wider selections for
their furnishings. Many fine homes were built during this era.
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| Remember . . .

The Deal
Island Whart,

Steamboats and
Drummers

Mr. Evans, above, recalls the Breal Tstand
Whn:—r.f, wlitch tad 2 wirde pun:iu!nn'n_
wisthle in early Twenties phote, lelaw,
Below righ. the sieamboat Virgind is
elineked @t the lu'.fluri'.

UNT]L the mid-1930's. Deal Island. in
Spmersel cosnly on Marylands Eastern
Shore, had the longes! and one of the busi-
el commercial steamboat wharves an the
Chesaprake Bay.

Shorewaters arcund Deal Island are
shallow. So when the Maryland Steamboal
Company buill the wharf in [B8E, it had o
extend the wharf more then a quarter-
mile—1420 feet, to be exact—into Tan-
gler Sound to accommedate the steamers.

The wharf was serviced by the Baltl-
mare, Chesapeake and Atlantic Railway’s
steamboats, The Virginia, Tangier, Joppa,
Avalon and Three Rivers come readily to
mind, although there were many mare
Through them, the wharl was the esenom-
le lifeline for all the seafoed and farming
communtlhes on and around Deal Island,

The oyster seasen began in Detober and
ran through March. In those months there
was a heavy and constant flow of oysters
from Tangier Sound and all the nearby
rivers passing through the Deal Island
wharf to the Ballimore markel.

In April the shipmants changed to soft
crahs irom Wenona, at the bottom of Lhe
Eland, from Rock Creck (now  called
Chanee), Dames Quarters and other So-
mersel county oommunities, Cans  of
picked crab meat, boxes of soft crabs iced
down i sed grass, and baskets of sleamed
and live hard crabs piled up on the wharl
avery day.

Albert Anderson 3d. who now lives in
Chance—lds Tailien was Use whari's fis
agent for the B.C.EA —told me he ha,
seen as many a5 500 boxes of soft erabs
shipped Iram the wharf in one day. Some-
Limes it took a steamboat’s six-man load-
ing craw two hours to load.

Somerset county was once called the
strawherry center of the world, and crates
of berries were shipped oul by the thou-
sands, Tomaioes and beans were also hig
Iocal cash crops, and s0 were polatoes
from the lower Virginia eastern shore,

Incoming cargoes were alen heavy, for

lpe Hay steomers brought o canned
goods, fresh meals. fruits, clothing, tools,
havrdweare and aimcsl all b olher pecessd-
ties handled by our local storos

All the supplics were ordered from
traveling  salesmen—we  cabled  them
drummers—who  came and  went by
steambeoat. They stayed ai the Anderson
Hotel, on shore mewr the wharf entrance. 17
the drummer needed a borse and rig w
visil the island stores, “Miss May.” who
ran the hotel, would seeange b For him
Mrz. Anpa Northam, my aunl. ran one af
the izland stores, and [ loved to be there
when any of the drummers who handled
camdy came to call. 1 would go inte a sad
face act. [ mus{ have been a faicly good
wetor, beeause weally | got a free candy
or two from his big sample case.

The sleamboats hacdled guite o bit of
passenger tralfic, One-way passage be-
twoen Deal Island and Baltimare, &s I re-
eall, was 8550 If you wanted a stateronmm
(they were small but comfortable) you
paid an extra §L.50. Any meal you ate on
Ui boat —meals as fine as | ever have ea-
ten in any holel at any price—eost well
under a dollar.

The steambosts had an aura about
them that is hard Lo describe Maybe it
wits Lhe stalrways with big mirrors al the
boltam. the plush chairs, the red carpels
or all those shiny brass rails. Whatewver, it
gave you a lecling of being in an elegant
workd of travel ard excitement.

There were Lo steamboal stops a day
at Deal Island. The 4 PML boal came
dawn Teom the Salishury area. with stops
at the Wicomice River wharves of White
Haven, Nanticoke and Mount Vernon. The
9 P.M. boot came up from Crisfleld after
slops ab such Vicginda conamunities as On-
aneock, Willis Wharl ond Saxes Isband.
Our [amily lived al Wenona, al the south
end of the |sland, and one of my early boy-
heod memories is of thal 9 o'clock boat
heading for the Deal Island wharf in the
dark. With all its lights twinkling, il al-
ways rerninded me of a big. lit-up beethe

Buildings al the end of ihe wharl -
cleded o warehouse, waiting room, alflee
and, at one time, an oyster packing howse.
In the early 1900's the Seundside post of-

lice was locoted there. A% the night boat
approached the wharl, Halph Brown. the
wharf agent., would open thé wWirchouse
door and place a lighted lantern on vach
side Lo pive the boat pllot o poinl o slees
for, The warehouse wis wired for electrie
lghting. but kad no power of s own.
When the steamboat docked, crewmen
would theow over 3 cable which conneciod
the warehouse lighting system (o the
steamboat’s electrical gencrator, and then
there would be pienty of light lor cargo
hamlling,

What passed [or iaxl service on Dieal
Island was Capt Johnoie Beanetts horse-
drawn Dayton wagon. He hoauoled most of
the steamboat’s passengers Lo the end of
the wharf. Before casting ofl, the sleam.
boal  skipper would always play  his
searchlight up and down the wharl and ils
approach road o make sure he wasa’l
teaving anybody behind.

Mowing cargo. along the length of the
wharf was somelimes a tricky business,
for the wharl was so narrow. Twao buggics
could pass, but anly by lilting hob over
huh, Near the midwoy point of the wharf
there was one wide seclbon, A Lruck or
freight wagon could puil off onte this by
pass and allow another Lo pass. Otherwise,
ane of the vehickes would have Ue back ugp.

The Deal Istand wharel was still theiv-
ing as it entered the 1930°s although busi-
nest had bepgun bo slow down & bit. A hard-
top road replaced the sbell road hetween
Princess Anne and the island, which al-
Towed trucks 10 take over more and more
af what had been steamboat cargo.

Anel Lhen, im0 1933, came the big hurei-
cane which destroyed so many  things
around [eal [slamd. The storm weakened
the wharf se much thal trucks and wagonz
were ne longer allowed on it Steamboal
freight had (o be moved gcross the wharl
only on hand trucks. The wharl was wsed
in this way for a couple of years, and then
abamlaned,

There 5 hardly a trace left of the
whael now, or ol the obd Anderson Hotel
Thi kook of the island has changed. but the
wonterful memoeries of (hose old steam-
boating days will always remain with
those of us who were a part of tlhem. 0
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apparenﬂ}f in the best of healtn
and died in her sleep.” !

S0 -passed a woman who
should have had a poet or paint-
er describe her as she dash-
ed, Mazeppa - like, standing
barefoof on that galloping horse;
a Julia Childs fo write of her
great meals at the island ho-
tel; and the Wall Street Journal
lell how she organized a new
tourist business of sport fisher-
men and duck hunters when all
else seemed to fail in the island
economy,

Today the era of the 400
dredge hoats on Tangier Sound
is only a dim memory with the
older. ﬂaptams for the dreaded|
oyster - pm*asﬂe disease, MSX,|
has almost decunated the
Sound. Not a single skipjack]|
will put ifs: “dredge" over the
side this month in locail waters.
Deal Island - and Wenona are
quiet little counfry villages.
Where 500 crates of strawber-
ries ‘were once loaded from a
single farm for the steamers, no
i::itfrmng of lmportance is done at

The bank has long been gone,
the -ice house closed, the two
movies, the skating rink, the
bo rink, the merry-go round

closed. Who remembers the
=teamersm, %“Virginia,” “Enoch
Pratt”’, “Tangler", the *““Three}
Rlvers' ’? — the excitement of|
‘steamboat coming down thej
1gth of that quar.ter nE a~=--
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. B! * THE men femain. +Sv::nmeﬁ
of the #u}ﬂer ‘captains may Te-
member a few of the faces in
the photographs. And not all of
the old days were that good, and
times are better. Soft crabs are
up from 15 cents to $6 and $7 a
dozen; oysters up fo $5 a bush-
el from a quarter. Some small
oysters are now growing on the
rocks in Tangier Sound, and may
develop an immunity to MSX.
Crabs and fish are reasonably
plentiful, and ducks and geese
can still be hunted. And sunsets
are just as beautiful as on that
eventful day in 1892 when May/|
‘Goslee came as the bride of
Levin Albart Andersnn, 21 yearsi
her SEI‘IIﬂI‘




—
br laberg 8. lasas
Dharieg ared afier Wark] Wer
asilly sl T Thesd an
5 lemd beem kneen s dhe
bar Farm, abews; o mils wat
-r ween et Deal Inkand
e, wre |t oopohia Mir, Ac-
A pI
v Eather sabd e foes

v o D Gl bedgrng
with g Birm o, Whles &
e e grniunlly Ieeam

r mwl bouckor and wras ooar-
i e pley. We leigan @

nr
wowrk l_ I|.'|rJII !ll. ll|n
sieacng sk Gw shy dsivw, Thm
ar ww guasd, (e eblsit coma

dily Wirw ok WEadli s bl
Srary wihids chnud, Ssading kwer
ainl Jowief [p odir geteTsl S
i B oo romlly o erpleid
Whil & BTy Sghl S e
Freap sypas oo babcid]
Dony Redder, pog  of
Tammgyr gowars
A Bi diffenk

boralan] sar
bk i
AT
peeHle
H, T way & thaoe reurs
It wam & FaiG dbgil dsdes] o
e g plane Cphoy ovcr ke
Priffeis. A st ey,

Bui wasder af wondcrs; this
Sr .ﬂlh.; Fiarhites was
irg over” Bl o e

ilpdlng ‘raaml mid seasl® prar
I o
3 artghirar oz

vy T

sl sheren IFve lope

In vmarh wassdng I:Jrr Ambmds
ELIN- L

e I Dookfag far ¢
ion Yot har dewr?s They o
pipnia ared naw plding In &
with  onglee
1 401 e — dorm, tim
plarwe dbdifud] drEn wem B

k& 1 e big wrepie
Mo ol W

o Nl e, arul
and |, by s dear, s = e
k] we wre jomping ap e
deern Blwess  the sy 1
§ e peneet ws icmplind dews
whrw of 9 pring pluia
Aee Trackdy - kepd wekd o
wrllh Wis ek, dwestag Hile (£
muy hivrol 1§ SIS Py
pit [LEL e
A later be fumed bk ooa

MARYLANDER

Ome of the Obdest Newspapers In the United States

CICALLY QW NED AND P

Phgreluy, Jaraary 20, 1076

SECOND
SECTION

Provess Aana, Margbnd

vo wall g own et Uwern aml
m I kesw yEa'ra ook
G b @O U T W

sl il we dlrogpe s
mial ko s jedkveliits dhai
H lraping aml rusring o Ee
Vrodioe Sl plane had ol

| &n TU punae <kl mow apld 1
Esew E oean dw werp 10
nieg b beck fhan
srang healiby bl tet Long
et diday phaoe e Adber
iy arfoss maf My Tiekl we
b= 3 crem 4 searep waed small
alimim boiwen aef Tikm @6l
Mr. Oaaliiall®s plare; bt oothing
vl olfey aig dlsbady 1o Ul

ikt itnipe!

LY Frask am] I g=p a
dare. Ezma ww amw (L BRka
a big Geantihi hind, shiieg =
a fakl an the farm swsed by
Fedt's hivdhen, Disle ey
Jeron Wirs we mrvived =
w e ea b sliman
wiamliegy by s plosa balkiig
w7 Urmsls Owaar, who  Sad
morkly guilcn el thefe o o
wiinh ihis wmn all shoai 1nds
evrrared e b e very plews
il IIJ| il mwen had e the
ey in i fidd. He pesbaldy

laie, "

The: pire Ay

wiE I:I".‘H\.Il mmd afier Hhee pualod

i o s arel
e sluriel with 3
Thesa wfie: The wewiande

T

g in, the plare ol wif and
Cew over arel lads] Ss wr

Tufmmy
My el Swe wF bays el
slmili wlAdts o The apvi
Bk booves, Bod s oxiTevrely
wrciied by the Tam of cvrsin
Afier mring e fwo $omo
wilied wlih oor Esper and gol
lile prrmizsien b= a8 pur Sell
e gaks P
E& bor a
madl, 1 jhipk dhey  atayed
i bk s ok iy ks

e ghuind. :
gl to teks g Tiide

I ons't reced e mmerhastics
rams it ks pilet = 158
fir Foeg Liferesapg Collper
Tley beel Mven hreegh e
i lepeiler, wsl aftsF ke

':I'm s passigere,  Ld. (sl
=xr dbl the fviag whik kKl
wechaels kept e plans 18 gas
el o8 ol (e cigine In foms.

ingemE  wn Eemmeely
eyl pl 6 Corils “ i
Simen ik wah R wic BiEn DAy

Lrvde em o withoml chargs. Oss
day #EN pyilbeiy weng o

(hghs nd Loves
shafily e firm
1] $-r-| et Tomaiy & iy ln o
wrplass, Oar 18ls dans pees

Utl ullr Exma coied g bt
wrlilered WAT 5 milE b

o wiw ¥ b ool 1 ewiled
Rarilly walk i slimb fn et
rasr: we v ipgeiler st

sl In Be Teont ssai whi
gk tn ot e owes Whet s

e i e wix, oed
rur lsansifel pown of Polpesss

Anm mad the lwely cownirp-
ik

Dadl we b lasd oom af o= de
luke a4 NMight. Twirag the it
wouk b hedeft lmwn up el
Zrdl whep he wandd 0o |Eho T
ta ol e omsdl eed perhage
irog s Lagliedids for 5 ek,
serne o Wby maci-driesds soenkd
Kid Winm mylsgy  “We Reogls
ot boad u [se of rerve; we e
kisf yuor wie el svsd T
by wonl op in tha

ol aith 3 Wy

Ml mbacco, Pl coawbai e

e fovcard gekpt sald oemy

raiy sanred i Clke pres hioe
L

oF pave el & gl

sui whan dhe "der-

Tp-ll; oy be we ul ol slusp-
w mal A

foresd vl ek & W plmEn
oy s e dide pars for Tiging,
T Usinghl B beal  eullaonl
b etewr of indoecce. snd &8 @
tewilk [ Bih belisen b #dei
teck aundanp wrw

Afwr 10 s, when U e
terwey |n il slrpians leges e
wars, Lo Oillper gad his lile
ki il goedhys  end
trek & Tor degtimisy T b

This  copiriimen - with e
Curtle “Jerny™ aald e frem
cnified Fiwak abel 1 56 ba biltan
hy the alrplass bog, Ter & idee
il leadl Whes Frink i
of sgw b sulisel e ks 008
At Fores sl wig seat Ao
Hewnil lyp troes yoss meaictay
waap MHetis da wy oerlal phe-
bographar fur Uada Sace.
Nl 1, P oy iy

B3 [af e
Ly i g fory sahie
In i the wrgw i
wes WL wmald res inothe mie
Ay My pasiel bad ma ey, 1
'

Usll R with i Sy dord B
ihe el Teredar of wip bl sl
Wlerind Fradigr b onlbom e rJq
ewrn the somiredis el Ax
Wadetl bark 1 e B tnke l\.ﬂ.
Tour i np plok fa Ny K In s
v mamaeih A chiakel on e
luard. resd arel thel war iks
eid of my Bulls plans, Ay
nowing op, legead of Myt
Ejumnl o avi e w pealeeden
Yoarx lnber, [ mod of L&
Eellyer's 4 7. A fobt aprry
whae 1 remd I the paper Shad
Caltper, having Irwm peipiege]

3 wpeeiol plon Bar T
[ teran, wax flring 2 mee
ey et Wane for ThE

Pwser 0 an pEirmepi bo Bremh
thir Wi ils Eeafdi-taan] weet
tacred. The  plaw, o whis
Lashieed-Vegn rrasvaplars raimesd
ik "Yankes Deodie', il
semratene jo the pddweat, in-
wlarkly Elling Li Collyer,
Desr Remder, a3 5 Chrisblan,
will

Mlight sl
wren weed & whide e

W pressiveed gpace it farcit
iy tnils sy 1 Thesabmians
i 1 a7 —

For #2s Eocd hmasll k=il

sl rie fesk

Then wn whivh ane ol aml
ritoiin Sl be cvghl ip bos
Luiicar wikh fheon By they olewds,
w meet She Lol ln Usa wirg

g wn wrer gur BT pes gy Perssply fsee, me can fnsk Beck si s joh well done. Howewer, se ceneor ren on oo bursly, bur e
lmEp sar oyes on the hotoon sa dierees wayl oF Dfeaging yoe, our uriomer s men UL dE, onEn g wd haimr hanRing st
A Ol FEL a1 Bdaion, owr fenl erne firely oo Ihe gkl W will dhiveye irimadn il Bansly Rimeiias bark esd we wil
e TRCHN g Tiess ol Toemeds P secomie: Compatenes, Frhsadinen wd Depermiability. B pow srens siresdy ot of gur Usiiends
of swinfied cusomen, (g o, Yo fing e make Besking shat banking chaud Be

o plealom Tod Gn 8 pEesuTE For yea,

SIX OFFICES TO SERVE YOU, CRISFIELD — PRINCESS ANNE — SALISBURY — BERLIN — OCEAN CITY

Acesiets insured 40,000
Aftiliae Marcantle Bankshares Camparation




by Willizum B, Cronin

SLANDS OF THE CHESAPEAKE

Hoopers Island

Hoopers Island is in Dorchester
County. south of Taylors Island, and is
about 20 miles in length. 1t is composed
of three islands: Upper, Middle and
Lower Islands. The Upper Island is
connected to Meekins Neck by a swing
bridge and the Middle is connected to
the Upper Island by a high bridge with
a vertical clearance of 35 feet. No
connection is made between Middle
and Lower Hoopers Island as the Lower
Island is mostly marsh. The three is-
lands divide Honga River from the
Chesapeake Bay and Tar Bay. There
are three villages on the islands: Honga,
Fishing Creek. and Hoopersville.
Hoopersville is a village on Middle
Hoopers Island, with general stores and
packing plants. The dredged channel to
Muddy Hook Cove leads to a fish com-
pany-owned wharf at the village. The
westerly two of three charted wrecks
near the channel are covered at high
water and are hazards to navigation.

Indians were the first residents,
either a local branch of the Choptanks,
called the “Hongas or Hungars," or
Yaocomicos from the western shore.
The Honga River is supposed to have
been named for them.

The first settlers came from Calvert
County about 1667. William Chaplin
patented 300 acres, called “Chaplin’s
Holme.” Henry Hooper soon followed
with his wile Sarah and his son Henry
1l. On December 20, 1667, 100 acres of
land were surveyed for him, but he
never lived on the island. He is sup-
posed to have paid the Indians with
blankets. Richard Bentley patented 300
acres on what 15 still known as Bentley
Point, and Philip Shapeley patented
117 acres. Hooper gradually increased
his holdings by several hundred acres.

In 1760 several indentured servants
were rewarded with their freedom. 50
acres of farmiland. clothing and farming
supplies. Themas Hooten of “Swan
Isle™ in 17680, and Daniel Puddiford of
“Puddiford’s Chance™ in 1762, were the
carliest. (An inelenture was an agreement
lor servitude as recompense for trans-
portation to America. It was called an
indenture because two copies were
placed over each other and the right
hand edge was torn so that the “iden-
tures”™ matched and the servant's copy

3+

could be proved to be valid when com-
pared to the owner's copy.)

Henry Hooper 11 was a Justice and
a member of the 1694 House of Bur-
gesses, His two marriages produced 4
children. Henry 111 kept up the family
trait of acquiring more land. Henry 1V
was appointed Brigadier General of the
Militia in the Lower District of the
Eastern Shore. His holdings totaled
2,340 acres on the island. The Hooper
clan was once one of the largest on the
Eastern Shore; now no ong named
Hooper lives on the island.

In 1683 and again in 1706, where
the bridge crosses Fishing Creek. a
town was established by the Marvland
Assembly. It was “Plymouth.” a town
laid out for the *advancement of trade.”
Only eight of the one hundred lots were
taken up. In 1748 a tobacco warchouse
was built there and operated until 1773.
The name was last used by the local
militia company formed in 1776, the
Plvmouth Greens. The site is now a
county park.

During the Revolution the British
raided for supplies. Plans for the defense
of the island were instituted at Anna-
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polis. A Capiain Travers, with I3 pri-
vites, was assigned 1o protect Hoopers
[sland, Henry IV had (o appeal Lo
Annapolis [or money 1o purchase ra-
viong for them,

Ferry service was esiablished in
| 786 from Fishing Bay through Hoop-
ers Sorait 1o Hoopers lland, For a long

SEIFTIANTR 1ass

ume there was a hand-cranked Fishing
Creek Ferry and a Marrows Ferry be-
iween Lhe Upper and Lower Islands.

After the Revolution, tobacco gave
wity Lo vepetables and grain as the cash
crops. In the War of 1812 the presence

of the British and ihe ~“Picaroons,”

renegade Tory pirales, were @ comsio

threat although no actual engagements
wiore ﬁ:mgh: on the slands.

Steamboatl service began in the
middle 18807, A sicamboat wharl g
Hickory Cow was a regular stop until
1929, The 1rip to and from Ballimare
cost 53 plus £2 for o private suneronm
The boat lefl Hoopersville an Monday,
Wednesday and Friday in late afiers
noon, arrived in Ballimore about 3:30
A M, and requrned Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday.

During 1886 The German Sockely
af Baltimore, alier many immigrant
Germans had been shanghated {rom
Bultimore for work on the oyster [leet,
hired a !ughﬂu! and turned it over o a
U5, marshal who destroved several
“Poaddy shacks™ on Hoapers Island.
Mese were prison compounds for shang-
haied crewmen who served as a source
of free labor [or any dredge boat cap-
tain who needed an exira hand, willing
or unwialling.

There was ance a thriving commun-
ity named Applegarth on Lower Island,
byt it was lost o the conslanl erosion
and no longer exists. Less than one-half
dozen people lived on Lower [sland
until the oyster industry developed. By
the turn of the century they had grown
(o almost 50 families. In [B93 a post
office was established, and several Rores
and an elementary school served over
i hundred people, The post office was
closed in 1924 and the last people left
the island following the 1933 hurricans
which washed out the bridge. Cattle
and sheep were raised there for a few
more years. Mow the only way 1o get
there 1s by boat,

A scow served as a ferry with a
cable crossing between the Upper and
Middle Islands until 1901, when the
lirst bridge was built. It was fost in the
storm of 1933 and & new bridge was
finished in 1935, The present high bridge
was finished in 1979, According to the
newspaper account, the dedication
described the bridge as a monument to
wiste, stupidity, goveramental inter-
ference and inefficiency. Because of
governmental regulations the cost rose
from the original estimate of $500.000
1o $3,200.000,

Old buildings on the sland include
the Swan lsland Hunting Club built in
the early 800", The club was originally
on Middle 1sland and Swan lsland.
{Just 10 the east of Muddle Izland, Swan
Iskund has since disappeared.) The Parr
House i Hoopersville s an illustration
of adaptation o the necds of the own-
ers. [t is o fve=part lrame dwelhng, each
with a pround Moor room. The Hoop-
ersville Community Hall; Mecting
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House, built about 1885 as 4 chapel, is
still vsed for social and political meet-
ings. The Island Memarial Church,
started in 1780, in Hoopersville, is a
large church, a focal point for the com-
munity. It is an L-plan structure with a
tower entrance in the angle of the L.
During the Civil War the church was
divided by politics and a Methodist
Episcopal Church South chapel was
built.

With the largest marshland acreape
in Maryland, Darchester County is a
wonderful place for seeing a large vari-
ety of waterfowl. Clouds of waterfowl
used to fly over the island and many of
the older houses had iron bars over the
windows Lo protect them from break-
age when lights were on inside. Hoopers
Island lies on the main migration corri-
dor of many species of birds and is a
good place to see diving ducks cither in
Honga River, Tar Bay, or the Chesa-
peake Bay, all of which border the
islands. Other birds of note to be seen
are the little blue heron, American oys-
tercatcher, least tern, great blue heron,
double crested cormorant, willet, her-
ring gull, Forster's and commeon tern,
roval tern, black duck, gadwall and
boat-tailed prackle. There was once a
thriving business penning and raising
HH

diamond-back terrapin, but the demand
has declined. At one time, 4 favarite
sport was killing hawks. Dorchester
County once paid out 54,000 in bounty
payments at S0 per pair ol hawk 1cg.
The hunters shot them during their
annual migration. _

In spite of their long profile to the
Bay, Lhe islands have survived, Some-
times the back vards of houses on oppo-
site sides of the road are waterlronts,
one on the Bay and one on the Honga
River. especially in Fishing Creek, When
surveyed in 1848 the total island acreape
wias 4,197, The NOAA Chart 12261,
November 1984, shows 3,353 acres, This
is an average loss of six and one-hall
acres each year!

Most of the present residents, like
those near Wingate, across the Honga
River, are descended from settlers of
pure British stock, and their speech has
a soft back-of-the-throat tone. Many
have a greal sense of humor. When |
interviewed Mr. “Chan” Rippens, 5r.,
he stated that he remembered a lot of
the history of the sland. | asked, "The
first settlers arrived in 1667, do you
remember that?” He looked me straight
in the eye and said, “Just like it was
yesterday!™ When we finished laughing
we talked as if we had been [riends for

fifty wears,

Originally, the islanders were furm-
crs. but now almost all of them make
their living from the water as crabbers,
ovstermen. or sealood packers, Good
roads. radio and television, and their
marketing contacts have brought the
20th century to the islands but they still
dre unigue in their orientation 1o the
watcr rather than the land. The Honga
River area, in [983, praduced 104,930
bushels of oysters, valued at over
STO0.000 and 1,513,795 pounds of crabs,
vatlued at over S400,004.

Sportfishing is also an important
business. The main annual event is the
William T, Ruark Fishing Tournament,
sponsored by the Hoopers lsland Vol-
unteer Fire Department. [1 has been
held about the first week in Junc every
year since 1972, Prizes are olfered lor
the biggest bluefish, troul, hardhead,
Mounder and drumlish, For more in-
{ormation call (301) 228-214] or 397-
3131, In October there isan Arts &
Crafts Auction & Bazaar, and in Nov-
ember the Ronald McGlaughlin Arti-
sans Fair. O

Witliamy 8. Craain fsow resived sral) devdine-
grapfer with ohe Chesapeake Buy Instivee, The
Sohy Hopkins Lwiversitr, e now iives in
Anmapaolis where Yy writiene & hook o crabdeng
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SALES/CHARTERS
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CHESAPEAKE BAY
DEALERS FOR

ISLAND PACKET 27'+31°
ALBIN TRAWLERS
WESTWIND 3844727
See the Island
Packet at the

Penn's Landing
Boat Show
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SOUTH RIVER YACHT SALES
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28 —57" Call Tgoay for Completa’List © ° °
8 T R T ) Us af the Annapolis Show . . | | | .

ISLAND [y
PACKET
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By MIKE BOWLER

Tylerfon, Md. — Maryland’s l:u'l.];.' ifali
poo, - ene-teacher pulbilie schogl, the ting
{T¥lerion Klemeniary Sehool on Smifn Ts-
land, will be replaced this pear — by
gnather ans-rooem schoal.,

And Smith Islandess, pecple of inlense
community  pride” who send thelr high

couldn’t be hampiar.

Their AT-pupil © sehool sits: mear’ a
marsh, and when tides are high, the
playeround. hecomes & mudhole. The
§110,000 pew school, designed by Booth,
Semers and Farlow, of Salishury, will
Inclode a §15.000, 3-fopi-high decs {hat
will allow the children to run and olay
abpue the water. !

The school wes approved last fall by
state scheol comsfruction officials mal

after a Smith Isfand delegation
visited  the agency. The sealood the
grnun provided — the prodoet of Smith

Isiand’z Gnly mdustr:.a' — may nat have
played s part in the decision; buk a5 mic
Tylerton resideni pab ik “Naothin®
\-.iruus '.-.-.t°|1 g it frlendly persus-
giomn:"

The:new - sehool: will - ba -built oa ihe
site. ol “the ald — a3 white; frashle
peinted. wooden slruchitie, tamnlele with
autholzes [now unuged because af inside
plumlj-iuu] andl fheose ancient desks with
inkwells ‘and glztgrate ironwark ot the
sides. It was hailt in 1911,

o e KT LR TR B T

Hhul}l childeen to- the mainland by eat,

BALTIMORE. ' Tuesday, May 22, 1978

Guess what will replace last I-room school

o wps-ab children 4o fhe re-
sourpe Saleede,” & sorl of Hbraryy s
raparded with amuzement e the &rehi-
tects and . Jarmea AL Semsenbansh. fhe
sfate  sebool superinlendent, 10 puess
weve cane groumd @ eomplele cieche
heseid, referzity o ediscalion’s recant
“dizcovery’ o the aper-spate schaol,

cwhich i3 nofhing but-a fzney version of.
“the ofd one-cronieT.

Tne Trlerion pupils parenis — and
their pacents — Al the wld sohoal;
and - Ilke. noarly evetidhing elss un Saiiih
1glend, it seems fEomdn A time gone
Ay ; ,

UThev're - all” Mefhndists end eisht -of
them are the childrer af my hishands
first - cousins,” sald Subil Broce, the
leaehar — “Migs Syb'" to the islandgrs.

W5 Bruce s one-of the few Foatsid-
ers' on: Smith Islandy 4 time, Edi waler
of lasid in’ the Chesapeale Bay, 12 miles
from cCeksliedd Cint Spererset commiy. She
had lived in Annapolis but kad prows fo
fove Smith iziand throwgh dwck hunting
trips Tere with es hushand.

Unlil she married

After her fnsband's death, Mrs. Bruce
apolicd fop acnd. won the job=s the
Twlerton teecher. Bot by =l renoniz, she
was mot fotalbe g io - Trlericn
unhl she married a Stk Tsldnd wrarer-
TriatE;

“Tennle ask e |II-:1-:mE:gaL1:mrEﬂ"
-ahe said, Artually, G endbessly: inters
psting. T comie hiwmd &t nighl exhanstoed

A% hapd wilh six grades ol ones.
The kids in 131& middie g5t souested
fromm- both ends.™ _

Gomerset sencal pificials don't make s
il afb s but they are pleased that

was: can’ foe 2hem. I'mtewiopsto- bring

modern appasches foothe island, and sn
Far T scegading, Iod really like fo pek
an - zide nexf year. Somelimes, vou
really-feel alome ere.” "

Tl Tiferton Schoal 33 the! epitomeof
COEmAnEY wonirel of  schools  Many
decisions are made in the Mathodist
Chumeh, -just ‘a few:doors AWV Parnpts
Ganind heﬁl it be nvalved 4 the datly
sehonl operation, and thiy consider the
winning of Jthe, ok Lhoildy to be a
CommIREY h'u:mp‘n.

§
Yo oan :reaJ!'« o spyihing - F yo

puL yiir mind 4o iE,"" seid Banlah T"S.'LEI
whinae hashand 15 3 lighoat eaptain.

Last week, ‘a5 a kind of thanks, the
islemders weve hnsts to sate ard counly
chool officizls, the anch s T O )
oifeials of fhe wate srehoal’ constrectian
agency At A crab feast and tour.

The party traveled on'the Tslapd Star,
ihe same boat that carries high school-
ers frome Bmith -Esiand e Crizfield on
Moniday  mecmings “and: picks them i
again  Friday afferoons. (The state
pays Smith Island families $60 8- month
for-bilteting the students i Cristisbd. )

While  pari of ‘the geoop toured the
Trlerbar School, Teck B Eusamanl,: He
Semerset superintencent, broke away
vwlih 3 smaller party to visit Ewell, the:
ather pehoal oy Smith' Tshand, His mis-
=ipn - was to canvinee the |:1:|11.3.1.1'ul.f.-m:]|:|
officials” of “the meed for = naw plary=
gtound. [ The Bl-student. Ewell Eu:hm:.]
guntaing eight grades, and Tylerton sia-
dents goto jutior Bigh in E‘D.'EEI ding
arr Marviand’z other ar]'t_nn T =

A dalegatu:m af Ewell parepts med 4
party at the dock and acepmpanied it tﬂ
Ahe sehaol. Standing i6 the sthool yard
‘and torine e Be dinlematle. e Eiles-

struction anma] anel thi second, ‘alter,

and not give these Kids the same oppor- |
gETT41 R PR

“Wetre willing o help all we can. We
dor’texpecl evervihing ™ 2aid one of the
mutiers i an-aecent thal mixes British
amel Tidewztar Bowtivermn, :

Amother  painfed fo the  hasketball
nacithiard and. fioap, fopelessly out of
Kitter, - and noted - that' pof - one “Eiwall
silent has ever frae ihel Baskedbat]
beaaimin Lrisfield,

Henry: hu{I -2 waterman, community
iizder and the man one of hiz nmglnb:.:g !
aid “takes care of the teleabones,” said
the sehond ward had bean inundated 75§
titnes. =" year' by . high tides: ~“The
congtritnn affivials were sytnpathetic
hut, of corse, tould make np codimit-
ments: .

Back In Tvlerton. the ceal lunck was
served in thi “Methodist Church. base-
ment . by Trlerton Suhool parents): Ths
children sanp pracew-Sorversed -schnal
nifcials ‘.'i"E:J'E: quick ta paint aut that
they had learped the music in chteh;
oot schoal—=and then there’ were lira-
ductions: “The  room fairky burst wllh
pride:

One af ihe motlers: vead 8 pnam bar
Adelaide Marsheli, e oot lafieata
od Brsith Tsland: 1% &s really in Dagparts,
the: Tirsl weitten before the zchodl e

1% refers to Watergemﬂ- sl 5315, FIr
van still balieve inzome mw-‘fgnwm—
megit iUl natm.

Bt the frst part contzing two tlm.;
thal suet up the philosepby of what s,
parhaps I:l:, the ‘accidenl of: gc-mgupay,
el -z«u:mnund:r zakanl.
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Clarence Phillips points to the location of the forgotten steamboat. |

Two Old Timers Remember
the Steamboat ‘‘Florence’’

By Brice N. Stump

(Periodically the Marylander and Herald

will have stories concerning the historical
past of Somerset County. To bring the past
alive and present it with interest we consult
people who were there, who saw history
being made in the late 1800's and the turn of
the century. Clarence Phillips and E.
Walton Pusey reach back into years long
gone to tell of the only steamboat that
worked the Manokin River.)

“She was a regular steamboat, only
smaller,” reflected E. Walton Pusey. "My
srandfather Frank Pusey took me to the old
wharf on the Woolford farm and that was
one of the few times I remember seeing
Florence on the river. I was just a boy then.

Pusey was born in 1885 and figures he may

have been 10 years old then, remembering
too that the steamboat Florence “had a
whistle, I remember that.”

Pusey is one of the few people living that
remembered seeing this steamer at work,
Because within a few short years after that
trip to the wharf, Florence was never to run
another trip.

“I can't recall ever seeing her anywhere
but where she was tied up to die,” said
Clarence Phillips, soon to be 89. Phillips got
out of his car at the old steamboat wharf
near the site of the sewage treatment plant
for Princess Anne. A dirt road extends to
the river and curves along the back.
Phillips couldn’t recall watching the
steamboat work at the wharf, but he was
sure he could remember where she was tied
up, and eventually sank.

Phillips walked a short distance along the
bank, his way hampered by thorns and
werturned trees. He couldn't get through.
‘She is over there near that point,” Phillips
stated with excitement, pointing toward a
luster of reeds on the sauth bend of the
Vianokin River.

“I guess they docked here in there
)ecause she'd gone bad or they had no more
ise for her.” Phillips brushed tangling
‘ines from his face, hoping to catch some
ign of the steamer that had almost sank
ut of view years ago. “I know she is there,
nd I remember seeing another boat, a one
1aster sunk right by her.”

This wooden boat that Phillips recalls, is
ne believe to have been built by the
wilder of Teackle Mansion. Phillips nor
‘usey have any knowledge as to when the
vooden vessel sank,but both men agree
hat it would have to be pretty old for
either to have heard of her background.

“] know she was the Florence,” Pusey
aterjected. “And that she was a side
vheeler.” Pusey gave a nod ot contidence in
is own statement as he continued his
tory. “She was nothing compared to the
ther steamboats that worked the bay."”

Florence went from Deal Island to
'rincess Anne, she freighted from steamers
hat came to Deal Island. And Florence
ook freight from other wharfs in between.
he worked every day but Saturday, Pusey
aid.  Phillips and Pusey have pieced
pgether their knowledge of Florence from
lder people telling of the steamer. "I

hink her main job was ireight. Maybe she

carried a few passengers...if you wanted to
go to Deal Island to Princess Anne she took
you. Now you can even row a rowboat up
that river now,” Pusey stated,

Perhaps the most unique feature of
Florence was that she was the only steamer
to spend enoughtime on this part of the
Manokin that she became a familiar site,
bellowing gray smoke and piercing the hot
summer air which her shrill whistle.

“In the 1800's” Pusey explained, “big
bugeyes and schooners could make their
way up that river, but Florence was well
known. Her captain was Bill Price.”

Pusey remembers Captain Bill as being
“fairly stout, weighing a couple of hundred
pounds. He was getting up there in the
years, but he was a good old fellow.” Also
serving on the steamer were William
Dashiell, the Purser and Dan Bailey, the
first mate. It was the pursers job to keep
record of freight and keep account if she
had passengers.”

Phillips and Pusey belive Florence was
built before the Civil War. Pusey added,
“I've heard that she was privately owned
when she started running up and down this
river, but I don't know where she came
from.”

Florence had a side paddle, and when she
got to the wharf near Princess Anne, she
churned the waters and turned around at a
point near the wharf. The site she was later
to be forgotten. .

Toward the end of the 1800's Florence
was tied up and abandoned. Over the years
she started sinking in the mud, and boys
would use the end of her diving into the
Manokin, until finally rust and reeds as but
hid Florence in the mud. During the late
summer only her smoke stack remained to
mark her presence. Today a few parts can
still be seen, all that is left of the miniature
side wheel steamer whose brass shone in
the sun and the whistle that greeted folks at
the wharf. The Manokin's only steamer of
the late 1800's all but forgotten, :

Volleyball Leagues
Are Forming

On Tuesday night, September 28 there
will be an organizational meeting for both
men's and women's volleyball leagues in
Princess Anne. This meeting will be held at
the Washington High School Library at 7:30
P.M. All persons 16 years of age or over,
who are interested in organizing or playing
on a team are invited to attend.

The volleyball leagues, which were a
tremendous success last year, are once
again being sponsered by the Somerset
County Recreation & Parks Commission.
For this league to be successful once again,
public response and participation m-;,
urgently needed.

For any additional information, call Mlke J
Miller at the Recreation & parks office at /
651-0749.
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HISTORY OF CRISFIELD
By Woodrow T, Wilsen
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Upper County Residents
Should Voice Opinions

By BILL MARTIN

The Somerset Coenty Commissieners, kard
pressed for many mekhs 10 seeure propecly
desiraitte for the bullding of o new apger County
high schosl 25 well as a sew middle sckeal, hive
now o atied anepioe: un & 65-pore fam belonging
o Sidney Miller. 1t B2 undersbood the purchese
poice is 5115200,

The Cnrmissioners Tiad previoushy obtained an
rpeinn ko by the Wills Adams’ progecty for
sgncn. This is a L00kacre traet of land, bub
Because as adjacest 5-sere parcel could not be
aequired, B apparently hu& kaen declored an-
desiralie for Ehe schieds” sibe

It seemns as hopgh there are many advantages
] diasshvanknges to be weighed in comparing e
feasiblity of the Dwe properties in guection, 8 Tae
ax schul glies are concerned

Take the Adams’ propecty, Cosks fgure Lo §5H AN
-mere b parchase. [ls gengraphic lesatim Is soch
Lhat, ehiald ke new sehosa he built tere, ey
otill not luse (heir identity with the County Sest.
“Waler and eewnge melaliations shiald cortamly be
tesn exprmsive. The schools would be in waliing
" dslance o mary of their sledenls,

T Wliller properdy, wi b ocher haond, figunes up

1o gyver 51708 &0 neve, and there's 39 W85 aeres in
-the tract. 1L would call for a waler aid sewaes
diepnanl sysbem of Hs e, and since it is lomted 2
mile from {he Frivcess Anne limils, the sthoes
wepttld Bl have the same identity with the County
Zank rs if thee were willin the city Bmits. Tt would
. mean the bussing of all is studenls.

Thie bwn Bites definitely have their pros and cons.
Frinorss Anne has always hed its schouls localed
within ilz city limits. We believe it would be ad-
wantagens for toe new Hocth Coundy High School
sed the new Middle Sehoal bo ke buill an the same
preperly. Vo giso believe Ui upper eousty
resilents shodd wice ik epinlens as b whene
the srhook are lecatsl,

City Councilman
To Be Cnmmend_ed

By BILL MARTIN

. Dy Councilman B Lagtos Riggln 15 0 be
commended for & pubiss sarvien that defindtely is
shove and bevond the mll of duly.

Mr. Riggin hag begmn what he colls ''Coureil
Comments,” in which he troches oo various
mattees pertzining o the Cily of Crisfleld. The
subjocts covered &re of Inberest to residents and
laspayers of the city, and comcerns jlesl fo the
peings-on in City Hall

“Council Commenks,' we Iepe, will be a weskly
feature of Uke Tiees, and we urge our readers o
bood: for il

Al '\.|‘| —|r_\- T ifosd
frrararce Sroape Jurior
Eine Mardolc Tha e way

W Sght Oee B oie llr:l-
fele gary fhadee thyr

) - p : | f{r}n:rmu:.

KOTY KORMER

CRISFIELD ROOM
Restaurant--Lounge

Dinimg Haurs

Launge Hew
i

£ bk s 50 efaad— S ondwiched —F
Tubs af Chitkar

Private Partles Ph. P68-26%3

Iskanders ¢a the ke in Tangier Horkar walting te undzad foed and medeal

supplies from the plane during the greal eeere of 1336

LHAPTER XX
The Great

Blizzond OF 1936

The telizzard of 1500
‘ﬂ-l"l’!ﬂ reenpenbsaped A%
swhat dbe old Emers =id -JIS-
Ui worst mwperienced in
these parie aince LEED.
Lerirg 1 lateer pact of
Jarpary of that year a
apvere (reae-up peseerisd
B canbioed wiltl bel
fee sevaral I.|m-=7| wite
Lerrges alneee rﬂn
around = nti'mnlg.
abave. Finally, mnsl of bR
okl waters wers sl
firliks of foe. Motk Tangaer
and Emifh lslands wee
eompleiely isslered with o
barreer of i Cwiieh ne
avadlable  vessed  could
peaglrane. ALl Lom-
muzicaticn was eul off 18
T T mrl‘twdul'l.
alrsrip was maie o8 e
_Lnlr]:.r,d of Zmilh 1sland.
The ire w;ﬁur-rﬂ o that

|l ET.
wﬂll F'l‘ﬂ"-h:lllts"lf ] B
il r Biimp  was
dispabch b Tangivr
Ealire, 'L‘;r|_,|r|>| 1 St
tain the coaditizn al e
pmtl-: from the elandmal

honess, e and el 1
waz  [ourd  thal  some
medizimes wers eadnd bl
alserwize 81 wim well

Hereprdhiless, a b of food

wai dcivered lhere the S

Iellewing day, Febroary 2,
18, o0 whel day a Air-
g;*c represenling @

ashingioe nowspaper
made sevroal Irips do both
wlards, This plane ceried
il and mualizel quJ"a!

The jollowing van das,
Februgry Aed amd &b,
alrplencs were sbeadily
sawedlieg frem Crisfedd &o
Sho Islands. some of which
carried Wed Cross Gifizials,

EumEE, and aupplivs. ],
rmAn of
the Iluwl ]'Iln:i 'Crins, mads
avimal Leifd In asscine e
'IPF.I!:'..‘dfem dig |'|lzﬂ. sifler.
wval nes bl
i g r"".f“"‘
¥rom M

I In Thursdar, Fnhrurl
b, ahoul 155 residenls of
The s islinds  neschid
Srizlinld owerlers! fram
iﬂllli afs Al Chizapas ke

ahare Wheir heta were
rw:nm. Tecy skt i lhe
sozed armary ard wotked
Ent home ba thedr families.

mall  graups ventared
walsing ower the e ard
arcived al their island

brsaa, liren] Bl bappyr. Tre
real e mE“"wm
Tharaday HLarnin
Februnrs WELTl VT
persone started walk
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TANGIER, VA

Abput the yeor 16656 o Mr. West come frem the manlond ond baught the |sland for Fwe avercoats,
usad 11 For raising stock until 1686, when he scld part of it to Me. Joha Crockett., wha bullt @ house there.
Mostly Crockett, Dize, Parks, Pruitts, Thomes, ore the reling fomily nomes there now,

For yeors they had no Bible, but did rend from the Proyer Book and Paalter. They wara honast, hard-
w?ﬂrh:nn poaple, getting their living mostly fram the waters swrrounding the leland, just ae they do now
fadlay

In the early 1800's Joshva Thomas, best knewn as "‘Parsen of the lslonds,”’ was the religious leod.

or an Tangler. During the wor of 1812 he prooched 1o 12,000 Beitish troops on Tangier before the artock
on Fort MeHenry where Francis Scort Keye wrete the Star Spongled Beaner in Baltimore.

ln 18464 there was en epidemic of cholere, which coused the residents to leave the [sland, but moss
of them raturasd later.

Tangier |ulend is locared in the Chosopeake Bay noar the boundaries of Maryland and Yirginia, On
one side |5 the Bay, on the other side Tongier Sound, ond it is 14 miles from the nearest pors, ['.Frilfhldl,
fram where the mail service to the Island goos every doy, en the large power baat "'Devalens.'’

The peeple of Tangier depend upan the newby woters for a liveliheod, soft and hord shall crabs In
summer, oysters and cloms in winfer, ong Fish for most of the yeor. The town hos o moyer and council,
and police, The streets ore normow, ond poved. Very fow auiomohiles ore allowed on the |sland. The |a:
land has elacirie ||gl"|1 and pawer.

Tongier lsland has become o mecca for fowrists, who come soch yeor in ever increasing numhers ta
Crisfiald ond boord boats for the wip ef 14 miles across ond dewn Tongier Sound for a visit ta what is
generally regorded os one of the lost frontiers of the Hotien. lts fome is widespread, ond while much of
i s moedernized, in mony parts graves are visible in the yords of homes, the hemes are well kept, the
people courteous, o hordy roce it is frve, mostly of English oncestry, stounch Methodists, and they moke
wisitars feel they are wanted and apprecicied, It is o spotl on the sast coast which bourists canno? alfard
foomiss,

This verse, by a former pastor, the Rev. C.P. Swain, for whom the [slond Church is named, exempli-
fies the philosophy ond stondords of the lslond People: Oar eyes wre- fuoking backward 1o the days of
fosig apn, Wihea aur fethers, fong mrensiated, came the Werd of God fo fnow, Awd in thair fife aud cotiduct
. the Napiors imape sbox, The iruths tbev fauphi are so fess glorices, The church thay loved i% 5l
prpteriens, The oo they sersed (8 redeniag o4 N5,

The present Moyor of Tangier !slond is dond members of the Couacil are: Alva W. Crockett, Mayaor
Alanza T. Mosre, Vanee Parks, William Parks.



The diesel-powered "lslond Star' transports Smith [sland Senior High Pupils ecross the Tongier Saund in
order they may attend the Crishield High Scannl. This is the only 5choal Bus Boot clong the Atlantic Coast,
This Boot is fully eguipped and possed by the U, 5. Coost Guard ond Schosl Board,

Monday Thru Friday

Leaves Dock At Crisfield 11:00 A.M. Returns To Crisfield ?
Saturday And Sunday
Leaves Dock Ar Crisfield T:00 A.M. Returns To Crisfield ?
YOUR CHOICE
BOX LUNCH & DRINKS DIMNER MEHU
il AT wmns%Fn'?EniLsmuum UG R
EOX LUNCH MEHMLU Imparial Crals
Soft Crab
gﬂln:'ng:!o{i All for Only $10.00 Per Person Crab Cake
e icken re LY Bl Roast Beaf
b 5uunds+Wundarfui, Doesn't it? Ve, uﬂnl-wd'Hnrn
Apple or Drange Reservations are nec essary! 2 Yegetables
Ralls Brood & Butter
Soft Drink PHOME 9681634 Tea or Cofleo

CRISFIELD, MD.

SPECIAL CHARTER EXCURSIONS
Weekdays for clubs, organizations, efc. A minimum of 20 persons

Write for Rates and Information
CAPTAIN HOMER WINDSOR

BOX 266
FREE ISLAMD CRUISES FREE
PARKING WINDSOR'S SEAFOOD KITCHEN PARKING

CRISFIELD, MARYLAND
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Settlement was
slow to come *

- -

to Somerset

By JOHN V. DENNIS

In my last column, 1 reported
upon Capt. John Smith’s exploration
of the Chesapeake Bay and the rivers
ﬂomng into it. His main interest was
in finding a water route to China. He
was also hoping to find gold.

As it turmed out, the most valu-
able resources happened to be the
furs from mink, otters, beavers, and
other four-footed animals. These
could be had very cheaply by trading
with the Indians. For the most part,
the Indians were friendly. Had it
been otherwise, settlement might not
have come unul many years later.

Except for a few white adventur-
ers, who traded with the Indians, the
area which now embraces Worcester

GUEST COLUMN

World career as a land surveyor in
Accomack Plantation in 1627. He
soon realized that the fur trade
offered him better prospects.

Having a royal charter to trade_
with the Indians, in 1631 he estab-
lished a trading post on Kent Island
well up the eastern side of the bay.
Soon this outpost was to come into
~ conflict with the newly established
colony of Maryland. In 1632, Lord
Baltimore had received a royal char-
ter to form this colony. In March,
1634, the Ark and Dove arrived with
the first colonists. .

The first settlement was at St.-

-and - Somerset..counties _on__the _Mary's.on a trbutary of the Potomac

Eastern Shore remained largely
unoccupied by Europeans. Not until
about 1657 did settlement begin in
this large wilderness area which
included the Pocomoke River with
its swampland and marshes.

In the meantime, other portions
of the Chesapeake Bay region were
slowly being settled. The Jamestown
colony founded in 1607 had expand-
ed with settlements becoming estab-
lished both upstream and down-
stream along the James River.

A few Virginia colonists, dissatis-
fied with conditions on the westem
shore, began crossing the bay to
establish settlements on what is now
the Eastern Shore of Virginia. One of
the first to see better prospects on the
eastemn side was Sir Samuel Argoll.

In 1613, he crossed the bay to
obtain fish for the starving
Jamestown settlers. On returning to
Jamestown, he reported that the
ocean sea waters around Smith
Island at the tip of the peninsula
were rich in salt.

Since this was a badly needed
commodity, a party of about 20 men
retumed the next year to begin salt
reclamation and to catch fish. The
salt was obtained by boiling down
sea waler.

With the arrival of the first
women in 1622, settlement began in
eamest In what was called “The
Plantation of Accomack.” This
Accomack near the tip of the penin-
sula, should not be confused with
Accomack County on the Eastem
Shore of Virginia established at a
later date.

An

enterprising newcomer

River. Would Kent Island remain a
part of Virginia or would it be
absorbed by the Marylanders? This
question was resolved partly by who
was in favor with the powers that be’
in England and partly by armed con-
flict. 4

In April 1635, the first confronta--
tion took place between the-
Marylanders from St. Mary's and the.
Virginians from Kent Island. A small;

from Kent Island sailed to-
within 10 miles of the newly formed-
settlement at St. Mary's for the pur-.
pose of trading with the Indians. The:
settlers rightly regarded this as a:
serious provocation. They seized !hc-
Kent Island vessel but dld not takc
prisoners.

Later that month the two sndes
met in what has been described as
the first navel engagement between:
English-speaking adversaries in-
New World waters. The St. Mary’s
settlers had sent two small vessels:
across the bay to trade with the:
Indians who lived near the mouth uf
the Pocomoke River.

Hearing of this invasion into whal
he regarded as his territory,.
Claiborne dispatched an armed ves--
sel called the Cockatrice to the
scene. The rival parties in their ves-.
sels met on waters of the Pocomoke.
Sound. In the engagement that fol-.
lowed casualties were suffered on®
both sides. The Kent Islanders lost-
three men killed and three wounded;.
their opponents lost one man killed. :

Watching from the shore, the’
Indians must have been filled with:
apprehension as they heard the:
explosions and saw smoke from the.

appeared on the scene.a few years .. guns. They were leaming that the:

later. Capt. William Claibome, who

white men were not any more uruted

had good connections at the court of than they were.

King Charles I, began his New
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THE LEGACY OF JOSHUA
THOMAS
"Parson of the Islands"
by Frances W. Dize

Twas in the early pioneer days

God's message came 80 true
Brought by a Methodist preacher

In his dug-out canoe,

Paul Conley

In 1861, when Adam Wallace
began his biography of Joshua
Thomas, he did so at the urging of
men who had known and worked
with the venerable and much
esteemad "Parson of the Islands",
In the preface of his book, Mr.
Wallace quoted these gentlemen
who had long been acquainted with
the parson, One brother minister
said, "The life of such a man ought
not to be confined to his
neighborhood, or to his brief
sojourn on carth”, Another claimed
that he believed the author had been
placed on the field of the parson's
fame, and his writings would
perpetuate the memory of the dear
old Island preacher.

The reverend James A. Massey
miutst have thought so too, for in his
introduction to the book, he wrote
“The memory of the just is blessed
to generations followng, and it
becomes a useful task to perpetuate
the influence of a good life, such a
life as that of Joshua Thomas." The
Parson of the Islands has been
reprinted many times, and the good

Parson's memory and fame have
been honored for many generations -
-- the story of his life has not been
confined to his neighborhood or to
his sojourn on earth.

Joshua Thomas' life began in
August, 1776 at a place called
Potato Neck, on Maryland's Lower
Eastern Shore. His father was a
sea-faring man who died while on a
visit to Tangier Island, where his
relatives lived, After his death, Mrs,
Thomas moved with her children to
that island and, while her children
were still small, she remarried. This
new husband became a drunkard
who abused his wife and children,
and when he drowned while
returning from a trip to Accomack
to purchase liquor, he left the family
destitute.

To help support his family, Joshua
learned, early on, how to bunt and
shoot wild fowl, and to fish the
waters of the Chesapeake. Then,
when still quite young, he was
apprenticed 1o David Tyler, a Smith
Island boat captain. In the Parson's
own words, Captain Tyler was "one
of our neighbors and was known to
be a moral, good sort of man that
would take proper care of me and
bring me up right."

Through his work with Captain
Tyler, his skill as a waterman
mcreased, and through the good
Captamn's teaching, he became

familiar with the Episcopalian
religion, At the age of twenty-three,
Joshua married Rachel Evans,
daughter of a Smith Islznder, and
embarked on his life as a family
man. Eventually, the couple built a
home on Tangier Although not
formally trained in any religion, he
and Rachel, along with some of their
neighbors, occasionally visited the
Episcopal Chapel at Annemessex.
the mainland town that would later
be named Crisfield, Maryland,
Although there was no regular
system of worship on the islands,
ministers of that church sometimes
journeyed to both islands to hold
services.

Shortly after the Revolutionary War,
the new evangelical religion,
Methodism, had begun to spread
through Accomack-Northampton in
Virginia and on to Maryland's
Lower Eastern Shore, and by the
tum of the century, evangelists were
visiting the islands. Because of his
skill as a boatman, Joshua was often
asked to ferry the churchmen from
the mainland to the islands.

Whenever Joshua and his neighbors
went to the Episcopal Chapel, they
sailed their boats across the Tangier
Sound and up the Annemessex
River, where they landed in the
vicinity of what is now Olde St.
Peter's Methodist Church, the place
where he preached his first sermon.
This historic church, first called



Miles Meeting House, was founded
in 1782, and is still in use as a place
of worship, Three hundred yards
south of the church is his spiritual
birthplace, the site of his comversion
in 1807, His famous log canoe, fhe
Methodist, was launched about five
hundred yards to the north of the
church.

Shortly after his conversion, Joshua
began holding services on the island,
and made a committment to visit
every heart and home on the islands.
He made it his life's work, and
within a few vears, he became
known as the Parson of the Islands.

Joshua and Rachel were still living
on Tangier Island during the War of
1812, when the British took
possession of the Island and used it
as their center of operations as they
plundered the Bay shoreline and
prepared for their invasion of
Baltimore. It was here on Tangier
that the Parson gave the British his
famous, fiery sermon, "Thou Shalt
Not Kill," with its dire prediction
that they would be defeated.

Toshua lived on Tangier until he was
nearly fifty; then he moved with his
family to Deal Island. There, he and
his Alock built their first church in a
place called Park's Grove, a small
Greek Revival-style chapel, named
for the Parson. Soon, the
congregation outgrew the small
chapel and they built another, larger
church. Father Thomas, as he was
known to his parishioners, delivered
his final sermon on this site; he is
buried beneath a large table marker
at the south comer of the kittle
chapel. The story of his life and
achievments still holds a prominent
place in the history of Methodism
and the Eastern Shore.

Since 1909, when the Old Home
Prize Essay contest was established,
high school students have used the
story of Joshua Thomas and his log
canoe s the subject of their entries,
and many times, essays honoring the
Parson of the Islands have wen the
scholarship competition.

And the good Parson's legacy has
lived on in other ways. In 1930, a
special dispatch to the Baltimore
Sun paper announced that "The
Memory of Joshua Thomas,
Evangelist, Whose Name is
Revered, Will be Theme of
Celebration to Begin with Services
September 7." That fall, Deal Island
held a week-long homecoming to
honor the parson and the
establishment of Joshua Thomas
Chapel, founded by the famous
fisherman-preacher.

Shortly atter the Deal Island
celebration, rumblings of war began
in Europe, and soon our nation
became mvolved in World War IL
At the beginning of the war, German
U-boats destroyed transport ships
faster than both British and U5,
shipyards could build them. On
January 3, 1943, President
Roosevelt announced an emergency
ship-building program and many
island men answered the call for
workers and went to local ship vards
to do their part i the war effort.

Built simply and cheaply and with
little of the sleek beauty of many
ocean going vessels, the Liberty
ships were dubbed the "American
Ugly Ducklings", But ungainly as
they were, they performed valiantly
as they carried war-vital cargoes and

troops to remote ports and imvasion
beaches.

The majority of the ships were
=

named after promment Americans
who were no longer Ining, and were
selected from suggestions sent in by
various individuals and
organizations, Once again, the
Parson of the Islands received an
honorary tribute, In May of 1943,
Mrs, William Trickett Giles
received a letter from the United
States Martime Commission in
which the Director of Public
Relations informed her that the
Commission had received, from
many sources, the name of her
forefather as a possible name for a
Liberty ship. On Angust 5, 1943,
Maval Ensign Ellen Frances Giles,
a fifth generation descendent of the
Parson of the Islands, chnastened the
178th Liberty Ship, and the 5.5.
Joshua Thomas slid down the
launchmg rails of the Bethlehem-
Fairfield Shipyard.

All through the war years, the
Joshua Thomas performed
valiantly, but when the war was
over, she became part of the
mothball fleet of reserve ships.
Today, the hard-working ship is still
doing her duty. In 1972, Congress
passed a law providing for an
artificial reef program. whereby
many of the laid-up Liberty ships
would be piven to coastal states to
help form fish reefs along their
coasts. The Joshua Thomas

lies on the floor of the Gulf of
Mexico, right off the banks of South
Padre Island, Texas. It seems fitting
that the vessel, named for the island
fisherman-turned preacher, should
lie off the coast of another island,
forever a useful contribution to the
proliferation of marine life.

In 1976, America celebrated it's
bicentennial birthday, and agan,
Maryland remembered the legacy of



Joshna Thomas = this time throogh
the work of a well-known compasar
and musician. Acclaimed by citics
as a "great bi-centennial treat," the
arand opera Joshua was first
presented on the Rockville Campus
of Montgomery College.

Dr. Gerald Muller, Professor and
Chairman of the Department of
Music on Montgomery College's
Rockville Campus, composed,
produced and directed the opera, a
combination of music, ballet and
drama. With great respect for the
man of God, he told the fascmating
story of a handsome young
fisherman, fond of music and
dancing, who was converted by
Methodist missionaries and became
a preacher. The opera was well
received, and was called a rare
effort; the Critic's Place on PBS
elaimed that the public could not
find a better way to celebrate the
country's 200th birthday.

The life of the Parson of the Islands
has not been confined to his
neighborhood - his fame has spread
to all parts of cur nation and others
will continue to learn of the Parson
and his mission.

This summer, the Smith Island
Center will feature an extension of
its History of Methodism exinbal,
The addition will focus on the many
witys in which the Parson's life has
heen celebrated down through the
ages; it will also feature a collection
of Joshua Thomas memorabilia. As
Reverend Massey said, the memory
of the just is blessed to generations
following, and it is hoped that the
people who come to visit the Island
and the Center will o away with
the feelng that they have
experienced the lepend of Joshua
Thomas, the fisherman mumed

preacher. And the legacy of the
Parson of the Islands will live on.

Ed. Waote; This article has been condensad. For a
copy of e cutiee article, pleass ssod an SASHE to
Cricfield snd Smifh Tdmd Cultural Alhance, PO,
Box T¢1, Crisfield, dandond 21217,

LINGUISTIC STUDY BEGINS
ON SMITH ISLANIY

One of the most unique aspects of
the Smith Island culture is the
colorfil dialest. Island residents
hawve long been known for their
famons “baclkowards talk" but there
are other elements of the dialect as
well. For examople, there are unigue
words like "proging" for "collecting
arrowheads", unusual
promunciations, like "seind" for
"sound™ and distinctive sentence

islanders to develop other materials
that will help preserve the sland's
dialect heritage, including a book on
the dialect and materials to
complement the exisiting dialect
exliibit in the Smith lsland Center.

Ifyou are a current or former
resident of Smith Island and would
like to help Natalie with her project
by participating in an interview or
helping her in some other way,
please contact her at 703-971-5419
or nsestesiroughdrafl. com. You
can also write to her at Department
of Linguistics, Georgetonan
University, 480 Intercultural Center,
Washington, DC20OST-1051,
Matalic will be making frequent
visits to the Island and to the
Eastern Shore throughout the next

siructures like "He's to the store" for several months and would be happy

"He's at the store."

Tust as 1t 18 mportant to preserve
other elements of Smith Island's
cultural heritage, so is it important
to understand and preserve its rich
dialect heritage, Dr. Matalie
Schilling-Estes, a professor of
Linguistics at Georgetown
University, has just Iaunched a
research project with this goal in
mind. But she neads the help of
islanders and former islanders to
succesd,

Her study has two parts, First, she
would like to record and study the
dialect of islanders and former
islanders of all ages, mn order Lo gel
a full and accurate deseription of the
unique language variety, inchiding
the historical origing of the dialect
and changes that have taken place
over the past couple gencrabions.
The tape-recordings will also
provide a valiable record of the
dialect for firture generations.
Second, Natalie wants to work with

3

to meet with you durimg ong of
those trips. The interview iakes
about an hour and is very informal -
more like 4 casual conversation
really - you can feel free to talk
about anything vou want. The
names of all participants are kept
strictlhy confidential,

Dr. Matalie Schillmg-Estes (at right} and
graduate sudent Lon Zimmerman histen 1o
tapes in the "What Thd You Say?" exhibit at
the Center.

£



Matalie is a native of the Eastern
Shore and grew up in Hebron, MD.
She has a Ph.D in liguistics from the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill (1996). For the past six
vears, she has worked with residents
of Ocracoke Island, NC to help
document and preserve their dialect.
She is the co-author (with Walt
Wolfram, North Caroling State
University) of "Hoi Toide on the
Cuter Boks: The Story of the
Ceracoke Brogue” and helped
produce the video documentary
“The Ocracoke Broguc®.

FICEE R B R a e N N NN R

Donations/Memorials and
Comments

From time to time, our meémbers
graciously include a donation with
their annual dues - from §5 to $100
and a few even more, Each is
personally acknowledged, truely
needed and greatly appreciated!!
Some are specified ag memorials - in
memory/honor of someone loved
and/or admired - and we do try to
acknowledge these in the newsletter
ms well,

ln the past year, our records show
memorial donations from:

My, & Mrs, William N. Daniels
of Milford, DE in memaory of
Donald W, Gerald,

Joan Ashmead Gibbs of Owego,
NY in memory of her father Lacy F.
Ashmead whao was born May 2,
1897 in Crisfield,

Jody Marshall of Tempe, AZ to
honor her father, Norris T.
Marshall, and

Mrs. Frances L. Middleton of
Amnapolis, MD in memory of Willie
Middleton.

If your memorial donation has
not been acknowledged in the
newsletter, please accept our

apologies for the oversight and let
us know s0 we can correct . And,
W uge you to consider the
possibility of honoring your special
captainwaterman with an engraved
brass placque on our 86-year old
skipjack rudder in the Center - for
details, write to us or call John
Somers (410)651-2742 or Midge

Pattersom (410)651-2292,

And, your constructive comments
are always welcome, especially
those such as Louise Gilman sent
along recently - "...fo help you with
all the fine work you have been
doing. I am very proud to be a
member of this organization.”
Thanks a lot, Louise - we hope
EVETYOne is.

-

Thank You to Our Current
Members

Mr. & Mrs. John G. Alvanos
(Annapolis, MDD) * Mr. & Mrs. Sean
P. Austin (Leonberg, Germany) *
Dr. & Mrs. Martin A. Barley
(California, MD) * Mr. & Mrs.
Thomas M. Bennett (Westover,
MD) * Mr. & Mrs. Charles L.
Blades (Kilmamock, VA) * Dr. &
Mrs. John M. Bloxom, ITI
(Salisbury, MD) * Mr. & Mrs.
Robert W. Bonner (Baltimore, MD)
* Mr. & Mrs. Reese C. Bradshaw
(Baltimore, MD) * Mrs. Rosa W,
Bradshaw (Dover, DE) * Mr. &
Mrs. Wesley Bradshaw (Ewell,
MD) * Mr. Jesse Brimer, Jr.
(Ewell, MD) * Mr. & Mrs. Kerford
P Brimer (Newport News, VA) *
Mr. & Mrs. Edward E. Brown
(Balumore, MD) * Mr. & Mrs.
James Brown (Odenton, MD) * Ms.
Sibyl M. Bruee (Salisbury, MD) *
Mrs. Stella V. Bruce (Tylerton,
MD) * Ms. Cora J. Bruner
{Sahisbury, MD) * Mr. & Mrs.

James J. Buckley (Princess Anne,
MD) * Mr. & Mrs. John W.
Chandler (Roanoke, VA) * Mr. &
Mrs. Willam W. Claytonlr.
(Tylerton, MD) * Rev, Olivia R.
Costango (Crisfield, MD) * Mrs.
Eleanor Mae Tvler Crockett
(Crisficld, MD) * Mr, & Mrs,
Willizm N. Daniels (Milford, DE) *
Ms. Cynthia §. Dickinson

{ Amherst, MA) * Mr, & Mrs. H,
Russell Dize { Tilghman, MI)) * Mr.
& Mrs. Isaac T. Dize, Jr. (Ewell,
MD) * Ms. Laura Dize (Pascagoula,
MS) * Mrs. Lula Mae IMze
(Crisfield, MD) * Mr. & Mrs,
Rodney L. Dize (Crisfield, MDD} *
Dr. Elaine Eff {Catonsville, MD) *
Mz Carolyn M. Evans (Crisfield,
MD) * Ms. Cassic P Evans
(Baltimore, MD) * Mr. Clayton H,
Evans (Salisbury, MD) * Mr, &
Mrs, Dale Evans {Annapolis, MD)
* Mr, & Mrs. Eddie A, Evans
(Ewell, MD) * Mr. Eddie Evans, Ir.
& Family (Ewell, MD) * Mr. &
Mrs. Elmer L. Evans (Ewell, M) *
Mr. & Mrs. Emory Evans (Port
Deposit, M) * Mrs. Esther R.
Evans (Ewell, MD) * Mr. & Mrs,
Franklin W. Evans (Evgene, OR) *
Ms. Gertrude A Evans (Crisfield,
M) * Mr, & Mrs. Harold Woods
Evans (Forestdale, MA) * Mr, &
Mrs. Jennings L. Evans (Ewell,
MD) * Mr. & Mis John F. Evans
(Ewell, MD) * Mr. & Mrs. John B.
Evans, Jr. (Trenton, NJ) * Mr, &
Mrs. Lennie Evans (Ewell, MD) *
Ms. Mina A. Evans (Ewell, MD) *
Mr. Norman Charles Evans (Ames,
IA) * Mr. & Mrs, R, Stanley Evans,
Jr. (Salisbury, MDY} * Ms. Virginia
A. Evans (Frederica, DE} * Dr,
William B. Evans, Ir. (Washington,
DC) * M. & Mrs. Charles
Faulkner (Tilghman, MD) * Ms,
Shirley Ferrante {Ocean City, MD)
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BORN POTATO NECK, SOMERSET COUNTY.
NAMED “PARSON OF THE ISLANDS” BY
BRITISH TROOPS AT TANGIER ISLAND.

AS THEIR PASTOR PREDICTED THEIR
DEFEAT AT BALTIMORE, 1814. SPREAD
METHOD!SM ON TANGIER, DEAL, SAXIS
AND SPRING ISLANDS. BURIED BESIDE
THIS CHAPEL WHICH BEARS HIS NAME,

MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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GOOD HOUSEREEFING TRAVEL GUIDE

Emith fcfand, dn Chesapaaie Boy, selfled ower thres hondred pesrs ago. shifl melains the picluresque charm of fis beghnnings.

MARYLAND'S UNSPOILED EASTERN SHORE

B The modern bridges and superhigh-
wiays, including the spectaculsr Chega-
peaks Bay Sridge-Tunnel, thet mn o
the Eastern Shore of Maryland are
miade for spesd, but they kead toa land
where speed B nol important. Local
folks race horses and boats, and once
# year they even rate crabs, but they
Sea no poind in racing hemsahes. One
ol the popular pestimes these s “sittin®
loose™ and relaxing.

In spite of its lack of clamor and
commercialization, however, the East-
em Share is filled with holiday pleas-
ures—medieval jousting contests and
miodemn sailboat megaties, spectaculsr
gardens and untamed wildlife mefuges,
antiguz stores and contemporary art
shaps, up-to-dste resarls and sleapy
villages. For some thres hundred yesrs
the area hes been almost wnnoticed by
outsiders, ity recrestional nches 8
well-kept secret even from many nesi-
dents. Only recently has the rest of the
country bigun to explore it

Almost nobady on (he Exstern Shone
or anywheng else, howaretr, his discow-
ered Smith Isfand. Ten miles out in
the bay, west of Crisfield, Smith has
the wnspoded chem and pichunesguee
ramoieness of an island o the kiedi-
terranean or the Sowth Seas Ikg S00
residents live in three EHmy villages of
naat white houcst curromndad by Mowor

by Robert Deardorff

and wegelable gardens. Most of the
sirapls 20g parmow Lnes lined with
hedges, rote bushes, hollyhooks and
flowering shrubs. There are only a fow
cars, all recent acquisitions, and local
folks view them with mined feelings.
In one of the wilapes—Tyierion—the
main street s a canal, lined on one
fide with stores and homes om the
other with houtes wheme crabs are
raised. Fishing is the chief occupation
of the residants.

Al one end of Smith there is a good
beach but aside from loafing on it
suimming, and hitching rides on &
fiching boat, there is mothing o do
That's enough for disceming visitors
who can appreciate the island’s tan-
quil charm

Until 2 few years ago the only way
ko get to Smith was to loke the aoon
magil boat from Crisfield end stay over-
night in a local resident’s home. Many
ot SHll do that, bt mow @vlry day
frn May 1 inde Oclober there i= 2
cruiss bo Smith and nerty Tangisr -
land, another urpoilad holiday hawen,
which belongs lo Vinginia. Wrile for
reservations lo Captain Homer Wind-
=, Windsor's Sealood Kitchen, Cris
field, Md His boat leawes Crisfeld at
1130 am, circles Tangier while fhe
capisin points out feaberes of historic
intoroct, than goos on b Seith lnisnd,

#1957 BY THE HEARST CORPORATION

where Dassangers B0 ashome, rstuming
1o Crisfield at &30 pm. A round-trip
ticket costs 510, which includes a box
lunch, soff drinks and 2 dinner or
“crab feast” that night in Crisfizkd.

All ower the Eastern Shore crabs are
regularly feabured on mwemus, bui in
Criglield enterprizing nsthes  have
found something else to do with them
besides sarve Them Thers eveny Labor
Dy weekend they stege 8 crab desby
during which crabs from other stotes
are reced sgbinst ganuine, speedy
Eastern Shore crabs. The confestants
are placed on the pher, ewrybody in
e crowed stomps hizs foet to creale a
rackat, and B orale run 20 Fask o the
finish ling fhat 2 spectator who blinks
his eyes may mss the anlire swent.
There is a parade of pretiy girls, how-
ever, which takes longer.

Besides being rencwned for racing
crabs, Cnsheld 5 noted for s marina.
There and in almost all the other re-
safts you can hire boats af moderate
rentals. And everpatere on the Eastemn
Shore you can indulge in its famed
food speciallies—clams, oysters,
striped bass, Delmarea chicken, and
succulenl soft-shell or bl crab.

Ocean City, built on a long sirp of
sand between the Atlantic Ocean ansd

a namow by, provides 3 contrast Lo
Smith leland. There e wide cand



Chesapeake Islands
Smith and Tangier

The islands gre today as Capt.
John Smith found them to be 350
Years ago, “delightsome places to
ViSEL,

These islande 11 2aa 12 milss ia
the bay from Crisfield are tranqguil
communities of people who are
entirely done it on the boat for
their livelihood and supplies, remote
in both iocation and way of life,

Smith Island, Maryiand

You are always welcome to Smith
Island, Maryiand, Smith  Island,
Maryland’s "Right  tight Little
Isiand,” lies almost due west from
the port of Crisfield. It is one of the
group charted by Bartholomew
Gilbert in 1587, The chain was
known as the Russell Isles, so0 named
for the surgeon, Dr. Walter Russel,
who served many expeditions of
exploration to the New Worid.

The famous Captain John Smith
named Smith Island for himself in
1608. His log says, “"there was a myle
or two of fresh water Ponds; fish and
fowl, and the kindness of the soil
makes it a nice place to live.” This is
still true today.

Smith Island was first colonized in
the year 1857 by dissenters from
Lord Baltimore’s Colony in St
Mary’s County, Maryland’s first
colony. Smith Island citizens today
are the _direct descendants of these
originai settlers, gentlemen and

Cornwall and the Netherlands

- 1

Smith Island “School Bus Boat”

|  There are 650 persons iiving on
,| three separate isles, each a compact,
|organized and modern
| settlement.  Some of the best water
i’ supply on the Atlantic coast is to be
| had on Smith.
There are three towns on Smith:
Rhodes Point, Tylerton and Ewel],
The largest is Ewell, The homes
are pre-ranch era...clapboard
bungalows or more SPacious two and
three story structures. But most all,
whatever theijr size, have one thing in
Common, neatness. Siding is freshly
painted, yards are clipped and most
have flower gardens. The streets are
narrow, barely wide enough to
accommodate one car. At the end of
its journey it must be parked in the
| owner’s yard as driveways are rare in

| this almost carless community. From

the number of them seen, the

| bicycle, and the motor bike seem, by
indentured servants from England, | far 1o be the most popuyiar means of

| transportation.

-

islant! school through the eighth |z
grade. Upperclassmen leave by boat | =
early Monday morning fl{;\.’ICrISfIE-I;_j" |-
attend school and board there with |§
relatives or friends, returning home !
for the weekend. (See Feb. 1972
Tidewater
cholars").
su’:za ..quofrr_anrl -_vhe r_‘:h(_\_ml h’:"_'faf:
the vertebrae of a whale, uncoverad ! 2
years ago when a channel was |

ielar cienti
d near the islend. Scie

Main street of Tangier, Virginia

dredge i
i i t but
Id not determine its exact age but | ] y ) ,
cof“ rred to it loosely as a “prehistoric for raising stock until 1§86 T
:iheaie " The school children have| According tof th:ehrcs;z:r:h e
i : itis Uncle | on the lawn of t -
T ‘ island was visited in 1608 by Capt':
Beamis. Tangier, Virginia | John Smith who gaue1;8éheb nz:n;:n
; | and was “settled in y John
he year 1666 a Mr. West | an 1 o
cameAf?g;t :h: :rnainianr:' and bought! Crockett and his sons am

i Pruitt and
the island for two overcoats, used it | Crockett, Dize, Parks,

CALL

CALL 749-9221

749-9221

N. SALISBURY BLVD. SALISBURY, MARYLAND

Cobia, Chrysler, Sea Craft
Steury and Merrimack Boats )
Evinrude Motors Little Dude Trailers

Complete Line Marine Supplies

Sales & Service
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By ORNLANDD WOOTTEN
O The Times Siall

CEAL IFLAND — Fishermen
plcng the beach at Deal 15 and
inday sometimes sinmble on the
femaiis ol @ once - greai od
coumdry hatel end @ buostling
couniry general store. Where
only seapolls fly today, these
Wik @ pier @ quarter of a mile

, dopg oot mto Tangier Sound,

On one memorable Sunday five
steamers and dezens of privats
bonts docked bere to unlead an
esfimuided 10000 visifors for the
Deal Island Coamp  Meeting,
IToounded earfier by Jeshum
Thomas in 1028,

The Anderscn  Hotel eoold
Eleep up o 12§ visitors, and
Hz Famous dining room eabinet
ministers and industrialis!s ate
dinners hot are sgill the ta'k
af the island. Above the geners
al slare, Mrs. Anderson and her
fwo assisinnis kept @ millinery
glore, ard presided at meal
times over the dining room —
she ance fed 5500 persons in
one day of Cemp Meeting

“Fobuloas™ is the word io de-
seribe Mrs, Anderson and some
of the greal davs af the steam-
boal davs oo (e island. Tan-
gier Sound was & verilahie gakd
mine of seafood, @ seeming!
endless supply of crabs, fis
and ovsters that kept 400 boats
busy vear Tound.

Muny people on the main-
lznd of the Easlern Shore. sven
in those daws, did nob rea'fze
what a bostling center Deal 15«
land was, for I was cut off
Nom the maininnd by n dox's
eouiely deive i om horse and
whgon over a deep - mired,
twizting one - lane road threugh
\l¢ marsh from Princess Anne,
throueh cosds of swarming

masnuitos.

It bocams a world in it=ell,
-pisbng it awn food on farms
many of them now zali marsh
— bomsting of pwo tomato cans
neries at ane time, It even had
1 Chautaigua Séason.

And of all the stromg person-
alitien om the island — and thers
were mary—none woold heve
bepn mare dramatbe oF arrests
ing than Mrs. Levin Albert An-
lerson I of the millinery shop
s hatel, She first comes info
hl:bur? standing on the back of
1 gnlloping horze, Like some
Rupdish princess, right oat of
he steppes of Afghaniztan, she
stopondl harefost, holding the rin-
ainp liocge only by its mane, A
peighbar who saw her, 8 vourg
nan evidently half:smitien, bald
her san, 1 guess she was just
abaut the most beautiful sight
| ever *aw. Only 13 or 14, she
Bnd @ stromg, foll, rounded [ig-
are. a Joeely face; and as she
same scrazs that meadow, hair
streaming behind her, horoe gal-
loping. it was something I nev-
er fargot.™

THE FIRET Levin Anderson,
ter father - in - law, came over
lo Deszl faland sbout 1850 Irom
{he western shore of Virginia
bo sel Aldamrn] store, and
won to IPmi ihe big Andersaon
Hotel. He also a black-
smith skop end & shinyarcd, all
thise om the shore of Tungler
Somd. jusi sowoth of the present
enirance Enla Deal Istard (vil-
laged harbar, When lilile Levin
came along, be went right imio
th mlore.

L. Abbert Anderson II1, nois
retired and living in Chance,
said M family was 130 years
in siore business an Deal
Is*and. “Father never had much
chance at echooling. He alwnys
said be went right inta the store
just a3 sean as he was big
enough to see over the counter,
He mende @ through the second

risde, and thal was W - work
rom then an.”

The Andersons prospered.
There were aver 480 work boats
on the soamd then, all to he sup-
ptied and victualed, most of
them big skipjacks or similar
salling work boats. “Father
would order %5 50-pound cars
af lard at A Hme, 50 barrels of
four, 3 barrels of paini, 100
coils of rone, He had & standing
arder [rom Baltimore every two
weeks for 2,000 pounts of jat
back, 2.000 pounds of sugar and
fish, He hought 500 cords of
wood ai a tima for his wood
varil, We also had a livery sta-
ble, and one of my johs wea to
curry the barses and feed ond
bed them down ™

The store carried such varied
sriicles as proceries, gonds,
hardware, meats, confectionery,
boats, shees, drops, patent med-
fcines, suits, boai supplies, cut-
t'ery, dishes, guma, shells, paint,
wood, cozl, elothing, raincoats,
iraps, And above the slore was
tint great millinery shop, wheoe
Mrs, Anderson and her two as
sisfants, Famny Porter and Baob-
tv Collins. made 100 blg flower-

Tize Glo

¥ &

ry Of Yesterday’s Deal Island

T =

DEAL ISLAND CAPTAINS, These Deal Tsland watermen of

vears age were jdeniified by L. Afert Apderson HI, som el
Capl. Andérson. First rew, Irem lefi to righl: Perry Walter,
Joha Wess Webster, Levin Alhert Anderson [T (Anderson hotel
and glore propricler) in his Prince Alberi ceal, Wil Marvey

Mre, Moy Gosles Anderson

seafood business, too. He wsed
to ship 500 boxes of =olt crabs
a week, 25 gnd 39 dozen to &
bhox. He gave lhe lamd for the
pler for (he Balilmore, Chesa-
peake amd Aflantic steamboats,
in 1878, and was the first agent
for the line.

“Things really boomed when
the steamships came. Farmirs
bl an oullel for their produce;
now business: on would | pet
sipplies regularly; seatood
el oot of here fike water.
was never a thought on conser-
valion — they thonghd it would
never end, (hat there would al-
| wiys he fust a3 many crahs and
jovalers in Tamgier Soumwd that
|fhere would be men to calch
them,™

WITH THIS Rooding of the
markel, asd wilh the coming
af the depresston of 193, prices
fell nexi fo nothing. Mr. E}:Berr
fon remembers sofl crabs at 13
cenis & dozen, amd ovsiers 15
and 15 cenis a bushel 'They
Fad fo be real fal ones to get
25 cenls o bushel ™ he m:f

Before this, and during the
depression, Mrs, Anderson furn-
ed her Bever - failing energy
infa the hotel apd knto fourist
baisiness, to stroct sporl fish-
efmEn i suimmer, and duck
Iminters in the winter mopths,
“We really crammed them 0"
Mr. Anderson said. “Thers wers
only abogt twe months in the
year when we didn't do well™

Mr. Andersom laughed about
that one day when his
mother fed 5,500 people in one
day, “Il was camp mesl
timie, and peaple come from a

Build  smudge fires on t h &
ﬁuﬂs 1o mekuitoes
fi—they would throw resin

[troubbe, That Zunday five hig
steamers put in ot the dock for
excursions, and moiher had sed
up o table about 100 fest long
on the camp grounds, Thers
were 10,000 visiling peonle hers
that day. Can vou imagine 10,
100 people in Deal IstandT™
Mrs. Anderson’s table soom
attracied many [amous persuas
and sporismen, Thers wis Sec-
retary of the Navy Baker, Gen-

i - — a

‘Wehsier, John Branetl (beard) WHI Tankeesley, Elmer Eelley,
Eddle Collier, Johony Ford, Adolphus Brown. Second Row
are Jack Tankersley, George Buddy Gibsom, Tom Kelley,
unidentified, Sammy Allen, unidentified, Tom Pety Webster,
and Will Shores (standing with the derhy).

jexs i Y - '_.‘-”h. A
HISTORIC HOTEL. This is the Anderssn
Hotel smd gesernl store, destroyed lnfer in

PN ol

i

ihe 1513 herricome. Copl. Anderson loter balld
nfither stére (o make mvire roem in the hetel,
which, with anmexes, coubll sleep 125 puesis.
s

tohaceo fiem, mnd possenger Will Brown, In
the back seai nre Will Collier and Capi. Lee
Colller. The car was cranked ai the side, and
cirtied outside picale baskels

FIEST AUTOMOBILE., Thiz twoeeyvlinder
Codillae was bronght to the ialand by sleamer,
fo e lis firel aotomobbe. In ihe fromi seal
are Harry Davis, driver, of ihe W. A, Davis

;u-

STEAMBOAT PIER. This quarfer-ol-a-mile
long pher, buili en lapd given by Copi. Andor-
san, served Deal Island for 55 years im his

husifing nge of steambonis, many from (he
Boltimore, Chesapenke and Atlantic Ruilroad
lime,

od bomnefs ‘8 week — sold for ernl Rickenbackes, Commodore
52 amnd 83, they did. ss fast Link Dryden of the Coast
a8 the three could make them. \Guard. Sec. Baker used fo call

The hotel had been enlarged up for his favorite meal dia-
In 1080, and HMHL slept 125 imondback terrapln, soft crabs
guesis, three” double beds o and baked chicken with baby
each of 14 rooms, and iwo &n-jeggs in it He'd then go [ish
mexes with 30-bed dormitories ling, and fake Mr. Anderson aad
Mre Anderson, the former May |the boy out with bim, stay antil
Gosleg, marrked Levin I1 Inlthree in the morning, and they
1M She woighed then ln'-wmhmtmmmi: ihe siore
and holel at 4 am.

*That hodel borned 50 cords

come quile beavy through the

Meals wers ordinarily 50
cents, family style, ail you could
eat. One Salisbury goirmet, [o-
ther of the present Quinton
Johnzon, onee ate 38 soff crabs
al & sitting

““Mother had things organiz-
od ln o way you just won'l b
lieve. We never fried chick-
en cut up ahead, When the din
ing roam goi an order, we kil

bresst apd Jegs, threw fhe resibost pier — shipping there had
away, The pan had been kept stopped befora this — and wn-
hot on the stove all the time. doreot ond wrecked tha botel,
the vegetables were cooked he- which was abandoned.
forehand — well sir, we had that, The Andorsoms lbved In &
mial moving to that customer in camforinkle home n Chanee,
20 minutes, I'll swear to iL"  (where [ishing Turlll:'i were giill
Mra. Anderson was leler lo put up. The bome beeomrs a
ciose the miliipery shop, and & |cenler for the msslend and in-
voie her greal energies Lo devel: | telleciund life of the nrea.
ol the toorisi and sports-| Mrs, Anderson was urEr:mst
ureh

pounds hut laler was fo lm-l

imrestroined

‘ed that chicken fresh, ond had |men's buesiness for the holel. She v 5t Jehn's Methodist C
lowe of her ownjof wood and 30 lons of conl 3

coaking. |wir|t¢.*. I bod the job of Tesding
“Mother was a real driver.” pll the seven stoves in i, First]
Mr. Anderson remembers, “She we had onlv *facilities” out in the|
was ambitious, & real orgd-{bnck — and really needed them|
nizer. hod a greal memary and | for that crowd. Then one visitor!
#t arp mind, and loved fo boss |gave us @ bathroom,
the whole world, [ have seem| “Yes sir, he gave us & bath
her carry on four or five things | room. It was Mr. John L. Kus-
at & time — give orders to the er of New Jersey, I guess be
eook, drees me down, write or- icouldn't stand the outside, so he
dors for the wholesalers in, Bal- bought all the fxtures and pipe,
timore, talk on the telephone, and had a bathroom bulll up
sed never miss & word of make oo the second [loor. He then
2 mistake. %?1 gave it Lo Ma for ithe holel
“Father stayed prelly much Of course we sill. needed ihe
tn the dare, and carried on &l ootsides ™

e dinner started lor the ishle organized [ishing parties, and [or 25 years. Al her home poom-
in 20 mirutes. Yoo've heard of rented extra boats around the = ed mony of the physicians and
ple saying, well, “they must'iand when they did nol have dentists thal practiced on Dl
ve gone out fo kill the chicl- enough af their own. "One day lsland, and many scheal temch-
en for my dinner'—she did it we had 30 [ishing parfies ot oo ers. Mizs Elirabeth Andetsan,
in 30 minutes, [ swear It {the Sound, the best we ever principal al the school, moved
“We kept the chickens m a did." there, snd two ofher teachers, o
fallening coop, on wire for c'ean-] With fhe depression came!Miss Sexton and Misa Goslee,
liness gake, for them o cleanse the hard Bmes I was & tine Mrs. Anderson was instrimen:
themsalves, good, plump young|of mentnl depression, 83 well as ta] in bringing Chatasgua 'ectur
fryers, When the order came In, | financial, when pothing seomed'es fo the iufand for d  BEEROD
there were aboul five people Injta work. Perhaps a {liling eod or {two.
that kitchen that jumped. O n ofeame 1o the Anderson Hotel, now  Mrs. Anderson died In 1932,
wrung the neck of the chickon, |an aging structure, with the guletly In her sleep. “We nad
another dipped 1t In the he'|greai hurricane of 1593, (helall been having 3 nice evenlng,
scalding water and stripped offlstorm thas oul the inlet in Ocean lsinging are thw piang that
the feathers. We cuof up the Chv. Tt swenl wov (he sleam-  (See ISLAND. Page C-4)



