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HISTORY OF MARYLAND.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Profoundly conscious of the responsibility attending the Act, yet no less

impressed with a sense of the deep national wrongs, the Congress of the

United States, on June 18th, 1812, declared war against Great Britain. On
the day following, the President issued a proclamation, declaring “ that war

exists between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the

dependencies thereof, and the United States of America,” and appealing to

all the people, as they love their country, as they value the precious heri-

tage derived from the virtue and valor of their fathers, as they feel the

wrongs which have forced on them the last resort of injured nations,” to

support the measures adopted by the authorities for obtaining “ a speedy, a

just, and an honorable peace.”

Xotwithstanding this patriotic appeal, the publication of the proclama-

tion at Boston, was the signal for a general mourning
;

the ships in the

harbor displayed their flags at half-mast, and there, as in other northern

cities, public meetings were held and resolutions adopted, denouncing the

war as unnecessary and ruinous, and tending to a connection with France

destructive to American liberty and independence.^

From the moment of the declaration of war, a “ Peace Party” was formed

including nearly all the federalists, by whom a steady, systematic and

vigorous opposition was kept up against its prosecution. The demands of

this party for the restoration of peace were as loud and imperious as had

been their cry for war in the years 1806-7, and their conduct at the two

periods was irreconcilable with any principle of patriotism and consistency.

“ The measure itself, and its authors and abettors,” says Mr. Carey, were

denounced with the utmost virulence and intemperance. The war was, how-

ever, at first opposed almost altogether on the ground of inexpediency, and

the want of preparation. Afterwards its opposer^rose in their denunciations.

They asserted it was unholy, wicked, base, perfidious, unjust, cruel and

corrupt. Every man who in any degree co-operated in it, or gave aid to carry

it on, was loaded with execration.” The pulpit, as usual in the Xorthern

1 The Senate of Massachusetts declared, that tent of territory by unjust conquests, and to

“ the war was founded on falsehood, declared aid the tyrant of Europe in his views of ag-

without necessity, and its real object was ex- ^Yaxiflizevaent.”— Olive Branch.

1—V. iii.
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States, was vehement in its denunciation. Many divines, some of them
quite eminent, pointed to disunion as necessary. One distinguished clergy-

man said :
‘‘ The Union has been long since virtually dissolved

;
and it is

full time that this part of the disunited States should take care of itself.”

Another said :
“ If at the present moment, no symptoms of civil war appear,

they certainly Avill soon, unless the courage of the war party should fail

them.” ^

AVith the democratic party, and a portion of the federalists in the

Southern States, in particular, the popular sentiment was decidedly in favor

of war; and of all the cities of America in this interest, Baltimore, perhaps,

stood in the first rank in zeal and patriotism. Here the peojile were

governed in . their sentiments and conduct by a love of their own country,

indignation for the manifold -wrongs inflicted on it by the Government of

Great Britain, and a spirited determination, by all lawful and honorable

means, to punish the aggressor, and redress the injuries.

AVhile the governors and Legislatures of some of the States were asserting

in addresses that it was ‘‘ incontrovertible, that guilt, and profligacy, and

corruption, were the parents of the declaration of war,” the Senate of Mary-

land, on the 22d of December, 1812, passed a set of resolutions, approving

the war, in which they say that

:

“ AVhenever the pursuit of a pacific policy is rendered utterly inconsistent with the

national interest, prosperity and happiness, by the unprovoked injuries and lawless

outrages of foreign power; whenever those rights are assailed without the full and perfect

enjoyment of which a nation can no longer claim the character and attributes of

sovereignty and independence; whenever the rights of a free people to navigate the

common highway of nations, for the purpose of transporting to and vending the surplus

products of their soil and industry at a foreign market, is attempted to be controlled and

subjected to such arbitrary rules and regulations as the jealousy or injustice of a foreign

power may think proper to prescribe
;
whenever their citizens, in the exercise of their

ordinary occupations, and laboring to obtain the means of subsistence for themselves and

their families, are torn by the ruthless hand of violence from their country, their connec-

tions and their home; whenever the tender ties of parent and child, of husband and wife,

are wholly disregarded by the inexorable cruelty of the unfeeling oppressor, who,

usurping the high prerogative of Heaven, and anticipating the dread office of death,

converts those sacred relations into a premature orphanage and widowhood
;
not that

orphanage and widowhood which ‘ spring from the grave,’ unless the floating dungeons

into which they are cast, and compelled to fight the battles of their oppressors, may be

compared to the awful and gloomy mansions of the tomb; whenever injuries and

oppressions such as these, are inflicted by a foreign power upon the persons and proper-

ties of our citizens, and an appeal to the justice of such power to obtain redress proves

wholly useless and unavailing
;
in such cases, as it is the duty of those to whom the

sacred trust of protecting the rJ^hts of the citizens and the honor of the nation, is con-

fided to take such measures as the exigency of the case may require, to protect the one

and vindicate the other. Therefore,

Resolved^ That the war waged by the United States against Great Britain, is just,

necessary and politic, and ought to be supported by the united strength and resources of

the nation, until the grand object is obtained for which it was declared.” ^

2 Niles’ Registe7\ iii., p. 305.Ormsby, p. 125.
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In the House, resolutions of an o])posite character were passed disa])prov-

ing of the war and the conduct of the government^ but pledging their “lives

and fortunes to the public service” in the common defence^

And the citizens of Anne Arundel County, also declared at a public

meeting

—

“ That we will contribute to and sustain our proportion of the public burdens, wliich

the exigency of the times may require, and the wisdom and policy of the general govern-

ment may demand, for the purpose of avenging our national wrongs, and vindicating

and protecting the invaluable rights of freemen, for which our forefathers so manfully

contended and so successfully maintained.

'^Resolved, That we hold the following maxims recommended to us by our political

saviour, Washington, the great, .as sacred truths, at no time to be called in question;

That ‘ to pay respect to the authority of the general government, comply with its laws,

acquiesce in its measures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty.’
”

Nearly the whole session of the Twelfth Congress was spent in making

preparation for offensive and defensive operations. For several years pre-

ceding this period, the military establishment had stood at about three thousand

men, and the navy consisted at this time of only ten frigates and ten sloops

of war, and about one hundred and fifty small gun-

boats, suitable for harbor defence. The policy of the

administration was now changed, and bills were

passed for augmenting the army, and on the 10th

of April, 1812, the President was authorized to

require of the executives of the several States and

territories, the organizing, arming and equipment of

their respective proportions of one hundred thousand

militia, and to hold them in readiness to march at

a moment’s warning. This act also contained a

clause appropriating $1,000,000 towards defraying

the expense. In compliance with this requisition.

Governor Robert Bowie convened the General Assembly of Maryland on the

15th of June, 1812, for the purpose of making the requisite appropriations

for six thousand militia, the State’s quota. After mature consideration, the

Legislature appropriated the sum of $20,000. In Baltimore, the guns

at Fort McHenry were mounted, and every preparation made to meet the

exigencies of the Avar. And such Avas the enthusiasm of volunteers, that

the recruiting officers Avere compelled to suspend enlistments by compa-

nies and regiments, and give precedence to the old military organizations.

At this time, a journal called the Federal RepiMcanySNU^ published in Balti-

more by Alexander Contee Hanson^ and Jacob Wagner. It Avas a vehement

federal organ, and had made itself particularly obnoxious by its opposition

1 Niles’ iii., p. 273. die l at Belmont, Frederick County, April 23,
* Alexander Contee Hanson, the grandson of 1819, After the moL in Baltimore, lie was, in

John, and son of Alexander C. Hanson (Chan- 1813-16, a delegate to Congress, and in 1816-19,

cellor of Maryland), was born in Maryland, and a United States senator.
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to the measures of the government; and threats had been repeatedly thrown
out against its conduct. On the day following the appearance of the procla-

mation of War, Mr. Hanson, in an article commenting upon it, reprobated the

motives and expediency of the measure in the following words

:

“ ‘ Thou hast done a deed ichereat mlour will weep.'

“Without funds, without taxes, without a navy, or adequate fortifications—with one

hundred and fifty millions of our property in the hands of the declared enemy, without

any of his in our power, and with a vast commerce afioat, our rulers have promulged a

war against the clear and decided sentiments of a vast majority of the nation. As the

consequences will be soon felt, there is no need of pointing them out to the few who have
not sagacity enough to apprehend them. Instead of employing our pen in this dreadful

detail, we think it more opposite to delineate the course we are determined to pursue as

long as the war shall last. We mean to represent in as strong colors as we are capable,

that it is unnecessary, inexpedient, and entered into from a partial, personal, and, as we
believe, motives bearing upon their front, marks of undisguised foreign influence, which
cannot be mistaken. We mean to use every constitutional argument and every legal

means to render as odious and suspicious to the American people, as they deserve to be,

the patrons and contrivers of this highly - impolitic and destructive war, in the

fullest persuasion that we shall be supported and ultimately applauded by nine-

tenths of our countrymen, and that our silence would be treason to them. We detest and

abhor the endeavors of faction to create civil contest through the pretext of a foreign war
it has rashly and premeditately commenced, and we shall be ready cheerfully to hazard

everything most dear, to frustrate anything leading to the prostration of civil rights, and

the establishment of a system of terror and proscription announced in the government

paper at Washington as the inevitable consequence of the measure now proclaimed. We
shall cling to the rights of freemen, both in act and opinion, till we sink with the liberties

of our country, or sink alone. We shall hereafter, as heretofore, unravel every intrigue

and imposture which has beguiled or may be put forth to circumvent our fellow-citizens

into the toils of the great earthly enemy of the human race. We are avowedly hostile to

the presidency of James Madison, and we never will breathe under the dominion, direct

or derivative, of Bonaparte, let it be acknowledged when it may. Let those who cannot

openly adopt this confession, abandon us
;
and those who can, we shall cherish as friends

and patriots, worthy of the name.”

As the political sentiment of Baltimore was largely democratic, and

friendly to the administration, these severe strictures on a popular measure

gave great offence. A considerable number of the federalists also disapproved

their spirit, as tending to inflame men’s minds, and urge them to some act of

violence.

This ill-advised editorial appeared on Saturday, June 20th. On the same

evening, and the next day, public meetings were held at various places to

consider the expediency of suppressing the paper.

On Monday the paper appeared without comment on the affairs of Con-

gress
;
but the democratic papers replied to the article of Saturday previous

in a style of bitterness, well adapted to rouse the already excited people. Mr.

Wagner, who was then in charge of the establishment, hearing that his office

would be attacked, took the precaution of removing the books of the firm,

etc., from the building. In the evening, between eight and nine o’clock, a



THE FEDERAL REPUBLICAN OFFICE MOBBED.

crowd of three or four hundred lawless men' and boys assembled with

uxes, hooks, ropes and other instruments of destruction, at the office of

the Federal ReiyuUican, at the northwest corner of Gay and Second streets,

broke into the house and threw the types, presses, paper, etc., into the street,

where they were destroyed. The house itself, a frame building, was torn to

the ground, in which process a man who was knocking out a window fell with

it into the street and was killed. The rioters then visited Mr. Wagner’s

dwelling and searched it for him, but without success, as he had left the city.

The city being now in the possession of the rioters, they attempted to wreak

their vengeance upon various obnoxious persons, among the rest, upon a Mr.

Hutchins, whom they proposed to tar and feather for alleged expressions

derogatory to the character of General Washington, but he had secreted

himself. They next turned their wrath upon the blacks, who, it was reported,

had been holding meetings and making threats
;
and several of their houses

were sacked, and some violence done to their persons. To protect them, a

troop of horse under the command of Colonel Biays, by the mayor’s order,

paraded the streets, which show of force overawed the rioters.

During the progress of these riotous proceedings, several vessels lying at

the docks, and bound to Portugal and Spain, were dismantled by the mob
under the idea that these vessels were to sail under British licenses. A num-
ber of respectable citizens were also ordered to leave the city; but no further

violence was committed.

The Federal R^jmUican, thus driven from Baltimore, was re-established

at Georgetown, where, in spite of threats from both Baltimore and Washing-

ton, it was published until July 26, when Mr. Hanson, with several of his

friends, ^ came to Baltimore and took possession of a house on South Charles

street, lately the residence of Mr. Wagner. Here Mr. Hanson determined to

re-establish his paper, hoping that the presence of his friends and the pros-

pect of determined resistance, would prevent a repetition of violence
;
but

resolved, in the worst event, to stand to their defence and repel force by force.

On Monday, the 27th of July, without any previous notice, the paper was

issued from the new office, though printed in Georgetown.

In it Mr. Hanson thus commented on the conduct of the authorities and

people of Baltimore

:

“ Five weeks have elapsed since the suspension of this journal by the demolition

of the office, whence it issued in Baltimore. Most of the overt and prominent circum-

stances connected with the outrage liave already reached the public ear, but others of

deeper interest have been concealed or permitted to remain in obscurity. To suppose that

any part of our publications, immediately preceding the attack, formed the motive to the

destruction, is decidedly erroneous. The fact of such incendiary meditation was commu-
nicated to us nearly two months before the crime was perpetrated. A conspiracy against

the editors was then known to have been digested. It was positively asserted, and reiter-

1 These friends were : General Jas. M. Lingan, Ephraim Gaither, and John Howard Payne (the

General Henry Lee, Captain Richard Crabh, Dr. actor).

Philip Warfield, Charles J . Kilgour, Otho Sprigg,
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ated with exultation by certain disorganizing prints, that war would be declared before

the 4th of July, and it was distinctly declared that on that day the office would be demol-

ished, and the proprietors thrown into the fangs of a remorseless rabble These

are some of the grounds for ascribing the origin of the tumult? in Baltimore to an index

at the seat of the general government, whence ought to flow the benign blessings of social

happiness Of the officers residing in Baltimore, of the State and of the

corporation, most if not all of whom were present at the burglary, the Mayor is pre-

eminently distinguished for the acquiescence with which he has beheld the ruin of

property, the repeated nocturnal violations of dwelling-houses, tlie most savage threats

against persons guiltless of a crime, the usurped regulation of the port, the prostration of

the laws 'of the State and of the Union—without the smallest exertion to enforce his

authority. Upon this subject there can be no delicacy or reserve. We therefore lay the

enormities which have proceeded in rapid progression and inflicted an incurable wound
upon Baltimore, expressly to the charge of the Mayor. This police officer, whose oath

could not have been forgotten, was so little sensible of the dignity of his office, so indif-

ferent to the peace and safety of the community, so regardless of the permanent interest

of the city, which he knew must be very materially impaired by a character for tumult,

disorder and assassination, which he has suffered to be stamped upon it, that for weeks he

permitted the mob to rage unrestrained, as if studious, by his connivance, to render it in

the eyes of the world the indisputable arbiter of the city
;
and when he at last

interposed, it was to prevent the threatened demolition of one of the temples of the

Almighty ! . . . . That the Governor has taken no steps to check or discountenance

the continued disorders in the emporium of the State, must beascribable to his knowledge

of the real authors of the riot, and the political motives by which they were actu-

ated. . . . The AWeraZ which this day ascends from the tomb of ‘ martyred

sire,’ will steadily pursue the course dictated with its latest accents.”

This attack upon the public authorities naturally excited the people, and

when they saw men with arms and amunition, passing into the house, their

excitement increased. The joint committee of the two branches of the City

Council, and ten prominent citizens appointed to inquire into the causes and

extent of the riot that afterwards ensued, in their report to the mayor, say

;

“ In the course of the same day it was known to many persons that Mr. Hanson, one

of the editors, was in the house, and from the preparations for defence that were observed

to be making therein, it was conjectured that he expected to be attacked. During the

day, many other persons of the city went to the house, and some remained there asso-

ciated with those within. Toward evening, many boys had collected in the street,

opposite the house, and their noise exciting some apprehension, a neighboring magistrate

endeavored to disperse them, and had nearly succeeded, when about 8 o’clock a carriage

stopped at the door of the house, and a number of muskets and other articles were seen to

be taken out of it and conveyed through an armed guard into the house. The boys then

returned, recommenced their noise, accompanied with abusive language to the persons in

the house, and began throwing stones at the windows. At this time, and for an hour or

more thereafter, there did not appear more than five or six men who could be supposed

to have any connection with or control over the boys
;
about this period a person on the

footway, endeavoring to persuade the boys from their mischief, was severely wounded in

the foot by something weighty thrown from the house. The boys were repeatedly told, from

the persons within, to go away and not molest them, that they were armed and would

defend themselves. The boys still continuing to throw stones, two guns were fired from the

upper part of the house, charged, as it is supposed, with blank cartridges, as no injury

was done by them. The assemblage of people in the street at this time greatly increased.
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and the threats and throwing of stones at tlie house became more general and violent; the

sashes of the lower windows were broken, and attempts made to force the door by run^

ning against it. Ten or twelve guns w^ere fired from the house in quick succession, by
which several persons in the street were w^ounded and one killed. About this period,

application was made for military aid to prevent further mischief. Whilst the military

were assembling in pursuance of an order from the General, issued in compliance with a

requisition from the legal authority, frequent firing took place from the house, and three

guns w^ere fired at it. Some short time afterwards a gun was fired from the house, which
killed a Doctor Gale in the street about twelve feet from the house

;
this circumstance

greatly increased the irritation of those in the street, who soon after brought a field-piece

in front of the house, but by the interposition of several citizens, were restrained from

firing upon the house under an assurance that the persons in it would surrender them-

selves to the civil authority. The military soon after appeared, and placing themselves

in front of the house, no further injury occurred. A negotiation took place f:om those

wdthin the house, and upon being assured that a military guard w^ould be furnished, and
every effort used by the Mayor and General to ensure their safety from violence, they sur-

rendered themselves to the civil authority about seven o’clock on the morning of

Tuesday, and were conducted to jail and committed for further examination. They were

Alexander C. Hanson, Gen. Henry Lee, James M. Lingan, William Schroeder, John
Thompson, William B. Bend, Otho Sprigg-, Henry Kennedy, Robert Kilgour, Henry Nel-

son, John E. Hall, George Winchester, Peregrine Warfield, George Richards, Edward
Gwinn, David Hoffman, Horatio Bigelow, Ephraim Gaither, William Gaither, Jacob

Schley, Mark U. Pringle, Daniel Murray, and Richard S. Crabb. • After the removal of

the persons, the interior of the house was greatly injured, and the furniture in it destroyed

and dispersed.

“ The Committee further report, that during the course of the day the Mayor applied

to the Sheriff to use particular precaution in securing the doors of the jail, wdiich he

promised to do
;
and about one o’clock application was made by the Mayor and other

justices to the Brigadier-General to call out the military to preserve the peace and quiet

of the State. Orders were issued calling out a regiment of infantry, two troops of cavalry,

and two companies of artillery, to parade at an appointed time and places. The Mayor,

the General, and many citizens repaired to the jail in the afternoon, at which a number
of persons had assembled, the much greater part of

whom wmre peaceable and orderly citizens. Those of

a different temper of mind, upon being remonstrated

with, appeared to yield to the admonitions of others,

and to be appeased with the assurances given that the

party in jail should not be bailed or suffered to escape

during the night. It became the prevailing opinion

about the prison that no mischief would be attempted

that night
;
in consequence of which, and of the insuffi-

ciency of the force assembled, the military, by the order

of the General, with the approbation of the Mayor,

were dismissed, and many persons left the prison and went to their homes. Shortly after

dark the number of the disorderly increased, and an intention was manifested of breaking

into the jail.

“ The Mayor, with the aid of a few persons, succeeded for some time in preventing

the prison door from being forced open. They being overpowered by the increased

numbers and violence of the assailants, the Mayor was forced away
;
and the door having

been previously battered, and again threatened, was opened by the turnkey. Upon the

entry of the assailants they forced the inner doors, and pressed into the room in which

the persons above-mentioned were confined. Here a scene of horror ensued which the

OLD CITY JAIL.
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Committee cannot well describe. The result was that one of the persons (General Lingan)

was killed, eleven others dreadfully beaten, eight of whom were thrown together in front

of the jail, supposed to be dead.” ‘

The Federal llepublican in its next number, published in Georgetown

after the riot, gave the following “ exact and authentic narrative ” of the

events which took place in Baltimore on the 27th and 28th of July last,

carefully collected from some of the sufferers and from eye-witnesses

:

“ State of Maryland, a. s. Rockville^ August 12, 1812.

“ Personally appeared on this 12th day of August, 1812, before John Fleming, Justice

of the Peace for Montgomery County, the following persons,—Peregrine Warfield,^ Rich-

ard J. Crabb, Charles J. Kilgour, Henry Nelson, Ephraim Gaither, Robert Kilgour,

John H. Payne, H. C. Gaither, and Alexander C. Hanson, who being sworn on the Holy
Evangelists of Almighty God, do declare and depose in the manner of form following,

—

to wit :

“ That these deponents are some of the surviving persons who were devoted, or meant

to be devoted, to the brutal and murderous fury of the mob in the late massacre in the

jail at the City of Baltimore. That these deponents having seen the following statement

submitted to them of that horrid atrocity, and the proceedings connected with it, do

swear, that as far as their individual sufferings or particular opportunities of observation

may enable them to te.stify, they believe the facts and circumstances detailed in the fol-

lowing statement to be truly and accurately stated—these deponents not intending hereby

to preclude themselves from a further narrative or disclosure of such other circumstances

and special injuries and sufferings as are within the particular knowledge of each of them

respectively, or which they may have individually experienced and endured.

“ Sworn to before a JOHN FLEMING.
“ State of Maryland, Montgomery County, s.s. I hereby certify, that John Fleming,

gent, before whom the aforegoing affidavit appears to have been made, and whose name is

thereto subscribed, was at the time a Justice of the Peace in and for the county aforesaid,

duly commissioned and sworn. [Seal.] In testimony whereof, I have hereto subscribed

my name, and affixed the I'jublic seal for Montgomery County, this 12th day of August,

A. D. 1812. u UPTON BEALL,
“ Clerk of Montgomery County Court.

“On the night of the 22d of June, the entire printing apparatus of the Federal

Republican was demolished by a mob in Baltimore, in the presence of the Mayor, the

Judge of the Criminal Court, and several other magistrates and police-officers, whose

authority was not exerted to save it and preserve the peace of the city. One of the

editors (Mr. Wagner) narrowly escaped with his life, after being pursued by ruffians who
avowed their fell purpose of assassination. Mr. Hanson, the other proprietor of the

paper, heard of the depredations committed by the mob the evening after, and went to

Baltimore the next day, accompanied by his friend. Captain Richard J. Crabb, to make
arrangements for re-establishing the paper. Finding it impossible to render any service,

the laws being effectually silenced, and his friends unanimously urging his departure, he

left town in a few hours, having first walked the streets as usual, and made all the arrange-

ments that could be made in conjunction with his i'riends and agents, for reviving the

paper with all possible dispatch. Upon his return home to Rockville, Montgomery

1 See Chronicles of Baltimore for the full re- posed a separation from the mother-country,

port, and a number of other important docu- He also directed the burning of the Peggy Stew-

ments, p. 312. art with the tea at Annapolis. Captain R. J.

2 It is said that the father of Dr. Warfield was Crabb was the son of General Crabb, one of the

the first citizen in Maryland who openly pro- heroes of the Revolution.
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County, Mr. Hanson communicated to some of his most intimate friends his determination

to recommence the paper in Baltimore, and declared he never would visit Baltimore again

until he could go prepared to assert his rights and resist oppression. He was aware that

the execution of this plan would be accompanied with much difficulty and danger, but

his friends admired and approved it the more on that account, and .volunteered to

accompany him to Baltimore, to participate his dangers or successes, in maintaining the

rights of person and property and defending the liberty of the press. They were in

number : General James M. Lingan (murdered). General Harry Lee, Captain Richard J.

Crabb, Dr. P. Warfield, Charles J. Kilgour, Otho Sprigg, Ephraim Gaither, and John
Howard Payne. Several others were to have gone, but were prevented

;
and on the night

of the attack, the party was joined by three other volunteers from the country, who were

not fully apprised by Mr. Hanson of his determination, but received their information in

confidence from others. Major Musgrove, Henry C. Gaither, and William Gaither. On
the evening of the attack they were joined by about twenty gentlemen living in Baltimore,

one or two only of whom were invited to the house by Mr. Hanson. When the office

was first demolished, Mr. Wagner, one of the proprietors, lived in a house on Charles

street. On that event he removed his family from the house, but did not relinquish it or

remove his furniture. In this situation it remained until the 26th of July, when the paper

having been re-established in Georgetown, and the proprietors having resolved to attempt

its re-establishment in Baltimore, one of them, Mr. Hanson, came and occupied this house

(having first taken a lease), as a place from which the distribution of the paper might be

made. He was attended by the friends before mentioned, who were to remain as his

guests until their business called them home. They thought it probable that an attempt

would be made to prevent the distribution of the paper, and they might even be attacked

in the house for that purpose
;
but they hoped, by the appearance of determined resistance,

to deter the assailants from actual violence, till the civil authority should have time to

interpose and prevent mischief. Should they be disappointed in this hope, and find them-

selves in danger from the unrestrained violence of a mob, they were resolved, and were

prepared, to stand on the defensive, and to repel force by force. Reliance upon the civil

authority they early perceived to be fruitless, for on application to the Mayor by the owner

of the house, he peremptorily declined all interference, and left town, as it was understood,

to prevent his repose from being disturbed. The civil authority refusing to interfere when
applied to by Mr. White, the son, and Mr. Dennis Nowland, the son-in-law of the owner

of the house, there was nothing left but to resist the mob in the house
;
and while this

resistance was made with a mildness and forbearance scarcely ever equaled, and which

excited the wonder of the spectators, several messages were sent to Brigadier-General

Strieker to disperse the mob and prevent the effusion of blood, which would otherwise be

unavoidable. If it be objected that the scheme was rash or imprudent, all must admit it

was strictly and clearly lawful. Mr. Hanson had an undoubted right to distribute the

paper in Baltimore, from this or any other house in his occupation, and to defend his

person and property by force in case they were assailed by unlawful violence and left

unprotected by the civil authority.

“On Monday, the 27th of July, the distribution of the paper was commenced, and

proceeded without molestation or tumult till evening. But soon after twilight, a mob
collected before the hbuse, and soon began to act in a very threatening and riotuous

manner. The gentlemen in the house, with great mildness, patience and forbearance

repeatedly advised and requested them to disperse, assuring them that the house was

armed, and would be defended, and that the consequences of attacking would be danger-

ous. This, however, had no other effect than to increase the boldness and violence of the

mob, as well as its numbers. A vigorous attack on the house was socn commenced.

Stones were thrown in showers at the front windows, all of which were soon broken, and

not only the glass, but the sashes and shutters were demolished, and an attempt was made
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to break down the street door, which was at length actually broken and burst open. All

.

these acts of violence were accompanied by loud and reiterated declarations by the mob
of u determination to force the house and expel or kill those who were engaged in its

defence. The scenes continued for more than two hours, without the least interference of

the Mayor, or any appearance of an intention to interpose. At length the persons thus

threatened and assailed, finding that little hope remained of protection from the local

authorities, and that forbearance, expostulation and entreaty served only on their part to

increase the audacity of the mob, resolved to try the effect of intimidation. Orders were

therefore given to fire from the windows of the second story over the heads of the mob,
so as to frighten without hurting them. This was done. The mob was at first intimi-

dated by this blank fire, but soon finding that no hurt was done by it, they returned and

recommenced the attack with increased violence. The windows having been all before

broken, and the front room on the lower floor abandoned, the mob prepared to enter by
the door and take possession of the house. The gentleman from within therefore pre-

pared themselves for the worst, and resolved that when things should be pushed to

extremities, they would make a serious fire on the assailants Some gentlemen were

stationed on the stairs in the entry, opposite the front door, and the entry itself was bar-

ricaded as well as could be done with chairs, tables, and other furniture. Other persons

were posted at the windows in such a manner as best to command the approach to the

doors. They renewed their waimings and entreaties to the mob, but with no other effect

than before, and in this situation they remained until effectual resistance should become
absolutely necessary. Still the civil authority did nothing, save the fruitless efforts of

Judge Scott, who was ultimately obliged to leave the street. The military was equally

supine or indifferent. It was now about eleven o’clock. The violence of the attack

increased, and in a short time, a part of the mob, with a Dr. Gale, their apparent leader

and instigator (who had harangued them in the street), at their head, made an attempt to

enter the passage and advance towards the stairs. Orders were now given to fire from the

windows and staircase. By this fire Dr. Gale was killed, and carried off by his com-

panions and followers. Several were wounded in the street. The mob fled in every

direction, carrying with them the wounded and the body of Dr. Gale, but before they fled

they fired frequently into the house, where the marks of their shot are to be seen, and a

pistol aimed at tlie breast of General Lee flashed while he was expostulating with the

mob. One of the defenders of the house (Ephraim Gaither) was wounded at the time of

the fire from the street, but how, or with what has not been ascertained. He bled pro-

fusely, and had a convulsion in the morning while standing at his post upon duty. This

was the time for the gentlemen in the house to make their escape. Could they have seen

that their enterprize had become impracticable, they might have made good their retreat.

But they judged otherwise. They thought rather of their rights than that of the prudence

of a further effort to assert them, and resolved still to defend the house, indulging the

hope too that no further violence would be attempted after this experience of its conse-

quences, or tliat the civil authority would effectually interpose. The mob came very

cautiously and almost by stealth in front of the house after the effectual fire. They still,

however, remained in the street and increased their number gradually, a drum parading

the streets to beat up recruits, and continued to throw stones in front and back of the house.

“ Between two and three o’clock, the military having been ordered out. Major Barney

appeared in the street at the head of a small party of cavalry. The mob again fled at

his approach, crying out as they heard the tramping of horses, ‘ The troop is coming,

the troop is coming.’ Near the front of the house Major Barney halted and addressed

them. On this they again returned. He told them he was their friend, their personal

and political friend; that he was there to protect person and property, to prevent violence,

‘ to secure the party in the house,’ and that those in the street must disperse. They then

asked him by what authority he came. He answered by order of the Brigadier-General

Strieker.



TREACHERY OF THE AUTHORITIES. 11

“ They demanded a sight of the order, which he consented to show them, and for that

purpose went round the corner into an alley where they assembled round to see it. He
said something in a low voice, on hearing which the mob gave three cheers. What did

he then say to them ? This can be answered only from conjecture and from what hap-

pened afterwards. Many of the gentlemen in the house, judging from subsequent events,

believed that he communicated to the mob the plan of assassination, which was put into

execution, and which they suppose to have been then already formed with his knowledge

and participation. But this supposition would ascribe to that officer a degree of ferocious

profligacy which ought not to be imputed to him or any other man without the clearest

proof. The subjoined extract from the Whig explains Major Barney’s conduct

:

“‘We regret that our committee have not, after so much pains and pi'omise^ stated

some particulars minutely; particulars necessary to be known, we mean the circum

stances of the (as it were) between Major Barney and the populace. They
agreed to rest satisfied if the murderers should be carefully kept from escaping, and be

surrendered into the hands of the civil authority; in other words, he committed to jail for

trial. To the fulfilment of this was Major Barney pledged,’

“ His instructions were nevertheless for the safety and honor of the gentlemen in the

house. There can be no question he had orders, while he protected the house from fur-

ther attack, to secure the party in it, so as to prevent them from escaping, and to bring

them to trial for the deaths which had taken place, or were expected, and that he commu-
nicated this part of his orders to the mob. This supposition is favored by what lie was
heard to say on his first approach—that ‘ he was there to take possession and secure the

party in the house.’ And when the gentlemen, distrusting his views, in consequence

of what they had observed, demanded an explanation, he assured them that he had no

orders or instructions hut such as were consistent with their safety and honor., but he was
obliged to talk otherwise to the mob to deceive and keep them quiet. The mob made
no further attempt on the house, in front of which Major Barney and his cavalry

remained, constantly wrangling and talking with the mob, who scon prepared for a

more effectual attack, by bringing up a field-piece. With this they attempted to fire on
the house, but were always prevented by Major Barney, who, more than once, mounted
on the cannon, declaring that if they fired they should fire on him, that they would
kill their own friends; all which trouble he might have saved himself, if he pleased

by remounting his horse and dispersing the mob, which fled at his first approach. This

state of things continued till about 6 o’clock A, M., when Mr. Johnson, the Mayor,

arrived from the country, whither messengers had been despatched for him by those

out of the house; and Brigadier- General Strieker, who commands the militia of the

town, appeared before the door and commenced a parley with the party within. Being

admitted into the house, they represented to the party defending, the irritation which

prevailed in the town, the exasperation of the public mind, and the impossibility of

maintaining defence against the force which would soon come in aid of the attack.

The Mayor asked for and addressed Mr. Hanson with warmth and great agitation ;

spoke of a civil war, saying, ice are impressed with the belief that a cvcil war is inevita-

hle, and I consider this a party thing and the commencement of it. He complained also

of the government’s being implicated in the dispute between parties and the paper, and

added, such oppesition must or will be noticed. To all which Mr. Hanson replied that

he would not enter into a political dispute with the Mayor
;
that he had a right to defend

his house, which was his castle, and his person, and that he and his friends were compe-

tent to the protection of both
;
that it was the Mayor’s duty to disperse the mob. The

Mayor and General Strieker then declared their own inability to protect the party in the

house while there, and proposed that they should surrender themselves into the hands of

the civil authority, and be taken to the public jail as a place of safety, promising an effec-

tual escort on the way, to be composed of Mr. Hanson’s own friends, in town, if he

pleased, and also an effectual guard at the jail, till they could be released on bail.
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“To this, many of the party, particularly Mr. Hanson, strongly objected. He was
indignant at the proposal to go to jail. ‘To jail!’ said he, ‘for what? For protecting

my house and property against a mob who assailed both for three hours without being

fired upon, when we could have killed numbers of them ! You cannot protect us to

jail, or after we are in jail!’ Mr. Hanson then, after the Mayor and General went
into the front room to converse with General Lee, exhorted his friends never to sur-

rsnder, declaring that no reliance could be placed on the assurances of such men, who
were his bitter enemies, and who, however willing they might be, were unable to atford

-effectual protection, as was proved by their inability to disperse the mob then assem-

bled before the house. He repeated over and over, that if they surrendered they would
all be sacrificed

;
and from his knowledge of the men they had to deal with, particu-

larly John Montgomery, who had just before passed into the room, he expected they

would all be given up to be massacred, either on the way to jail or in the jail. Mr.

Hanson then stated his objections to the Mayor and General Strieker, who in answer

gave the most solemn assurances on their faith as officers and their honor as men, to

afford the promised protection or die in the attempt. General Strieker assured them,

•on his honor, that he would never quit them while there was danger, and if they were

attacked he would rescue or fall with them. These assurances were repeated frequently

wdth the most solemn asseverations and appeals to God. Mr. Hanson having said

•something to his friends in regard to the house and furniture, a pledge was instantly

given by the Mayor to leave a guard to defend both. General Lee and other gentlemen

attempted to get better terms of capitulation, such as marching out with arms in their

hands to assist in protecting themselves, and riding on their horses among the cavalry

and in carriages. The Mayor and General went out to see if the mob would consent to

any other terms. While gone Mr. Hanson made two propositions to different gentlemen

of his party, the one to hold the Mayor and Brigadier-General as hostages for their safety,

and the other offei'ing to give himself y/p to the moh, who icould then he appeased, repeating his

Lelief that every man would be sacrified if they surrendered. When the Mayor and Gen-

eral Strieker returned, they informed the party in the house that no other terms could be

obtained from the mob than those first proposed, and urged their immediate acceptance,

declaring that a delaj" of five minutes might be fatal.

“ Mr. Hanson still vehemently opposed surrendering, and said he had nothing to

say to the mob, but would negotiate only with the civil authority in order to prevent the

effusion of blood, which he was as anxious to do as any one. General Lee, who had

been chosen to command the party, was then sought for in the front room up stairs. He
w’-as of opinion that the proposition of the Mayor and General Strieker, ought to be

-•accepted, and endeavored to gain over Mr. Hanson in his opinion, by expressing the

warmest confidence in their sincerity and honor, and their competency to afford full

protection to and at the jail. General Lee, probably saw that the defense was wholly

desperate.

“ The numbers in the house had diminished from about thirty to twenty, by sending

-(^ut detachments for various purposes who could not return, and from other causes not

now satisfactorily known. This remaining number was barely sufficient to man the

-essential stations. There were none to relieve them. The effects of fatigue and want of

sleep began to be felt. Those of hunger and thirst must soon be added, for their stock of

provisions and water was small, and a supply was impossible. To a military man of

j udgment and experience like General Lee * these circumstances would naturally appear in

1 General Henrj' Lee was born in Westmore-
land County, Virg-inia, January 26, 1756, and
died at Cumberland Island, Georg-ia, March 25,

1818. He was the commander of “ Lee’s Le-

g-ion ” in the Revolution, and while in Congress,

in 1799, he delivered the eulogy on Washington,

in which occurs the celebrated phrase, “First

in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of

his countrymen.” General Robert E. Lee, late

general-in-chief of the Confederate States army,

was his son.

The nature of the injuries sustained by Gen-
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GENERAL HENRY LEE,

all their force. He saw the defence neceessarily and rapidly becoming weaker, while

there was reason to believe that the attacking force would greatly and rapidly augment.
Being a soldier too himself, he could not doubt a soldier’s honor, nor believe that Gen-
eral Strieker, who had served like himself in the war of our Revolution, could abandon
those who surrendered their arms on the faith of his word. General Lee therefore gave

his opinion early and strongly in favor of a surrender. Several others, no doubt from
similar motives, and some in deference to his opinion declared

for the same course. But Mr. Hanson, more ardent because

younger, smarting under wrongs unredressed, and flushed by

the hope of gaining in the end a glorious victory, and less

conflding because better acquainted with the weakness, timidity

and disposition of the persons on whom they w^ere invited to

rely, strongly and pertinaciously opposed this sentiment to the

last, contending that if the defence was really impracticable,

which he by no means believed, it was better to die there with

the arms in their hands, than to surrender for the purpose of

being led through the streets like malefactors, and in the end

massacred by the mob, against which he insisted that no effec-

tual protection would be afforded or ought to be expected.

The opinion of General Lee, however, finally prevailed, and

the whole party, to the number of betwen twenty and thirty, surrendered themselves into

the hands of the civil authority. An escort of horse and foot was provided by General

Strieker, and they were conducted from the house to the jail. This took place between

eight and nine o’clock in the morning.

“In going to the jail, they were to pass by a large pile of paving stones, which had
been provided for paving the streets. While the negotiation for the surrender was going

on, a plan was laid to massacre the party at this pile of stones, and a company from Fell’s

Point, headed by a Mr. Worrell, was to join the mob at that place for the purpose. The
plan was to drive off or knock down the escort with the stones, and then beat the prisoners

to death. But the pile of stones was passed a few minutes before the party from the Point

arrived, and thus the schemciwas frustrated, not without two of the gentlemen receiving

severe blows with stones said to be aimed at Mr. Hanson. This important fact was. related

on the same day to a gentleman by one of the chiefs of the mob, who very coolly added

:

‘ It is only a short delay, for we shall take them out of the jail to-night and put them to

death.' This intention was publicly and frequently avowed in the course of the day, and

express invitation to that effect was given the principal democratic paper of the city, and

the preparations for carrying it into effect w^ere openly made. A particular incident will

show how well it was known, or how confidently expected. A youth of the name of

McCubbin, a clerk in the counting-house of Hollins and McBlair, had opened the count-

ing-house in the morning as usual, and after attending to his ordinary business, was led

by curiosity or accident into the neighborhood of the jail at the moment when the party

from the house entered. Being with the crowd, he was hurried into the jail by mistake.

eral Lee in the riot are thus described in a letter,

dated “ Yorktown, August 7, 1812 :

” “ On the

crown of his head, there was a wound about one
inch square, which must have been made with a

stick or club. It had been sewed up ; the bone
of the head is not fractured, and this wound
seemed to cure fast. On his left cheek, there is

a deep cut, as if made with a penknife. His
nose was slit with a knife as far as the bridge,

and having been immediately sewed up, seems
to be united and is doing well, and the nose has

its natural form. His right eye has been dread-

fully bruised, and is still closed ; it is believed

the sight will be preserved. The upper lip has

been stitched up. He sees out of the left eye,

which also was severely bruised ; and both sides

of his head, his whole face and his throat, from

his ears to the breast-bone, are shockingly

bruised and much swollen. This arose from

efforts to strangle him, and to this cause his in-

ability to speak or to swallow any solid food at

this period is attributed. There are some bruises

from the club on his left thigh, which are not to

be regarded now.”
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and was actually locked up with the party. Messrs. Hollins and McBlair, finding his

situation, and knowing what would probably happen at night, exerted themselves to the

utmost, with some of their friends, to effect his release, which they effected a little before

night with very great difficulty. Those gentlemen despairing, it must be presumed, of

success, made no effort, as far as is known, to prevent the catastrophe. Some of their friends,

however, and particularly Col. James A. Buchanan, exerted themselves to the utmost as it is

said and believed, but to no purpose. General Strieker and Mr. Johnson being informed of

the intended massacre, an order was obtained in the legal form to call out the military

for the protection of the jail. Tiiis orier was given to General Strieker by Mr. Johnson,

on the certificates and requisition of two magistrates. General Strieker accordingly

ordered out the fifth regiment (commanded by Colonel Joseph Sterett, a brave man, and
to be relied on in all situations), but directed expressly that they should be furnished icith

hlank cartridges only. This part of the order might very well deter, and no doubt did

deter many of the well-disposed militia from turning out. They might well suppose that

the order might by some means become known to the mob, who far from being intimi-

dated by the appearance of the soldiers known to be unarmed, would naturally consider

it, as it was, a pledge for their perfect impunity, and might probably slaughter the soldiers

themselves. The general exasperation, moreover, which prevailed on account of the

events of the morning, which, as always happens on such occasions, had been vdiolly

misrepresented, and were almost universally misunderstood, was so high that great num-
bers of the militia and some entire companies, especially one of the cavalry, absolutely

refused to turn out; many, it may be supposed, were prevented by their fears. Yet not-

withstanding all these unfavorable circumstances a number did appear, which is stated

by some to have been sixty, and by others not more than thirty. Colonel Sterett was at

the head of this fragment of his regiment; Colonel Samuel Sterett, who commands one

of the companies, was also at his post; so was Major Richard K. Heath. The other

officers who appeared are not recollected. The Brigadier-General himself, after his

solemn pledge of his word and honor as an officer and a man in the presence of God, did

not appear. He was not seen with the troops, and if seen in the streets at all, it was in

his common dress with a rattan in his hand. lie nowhere showed himself as the commander

of the militia, made no call in person on the troops or the*citizens to rally around him^

but contented himself with barely doing what was required of him, according to the

strict letter, by ordering out a part of the militia, and rendered that order futile and

nugatory, or worse, by combining it with an order to come without effective arms. This

part of his order was however disobeyed by many, if not all of the militia who came out;

resolved not to be exposed to massacre by this unaccountable conduct of their general,

they furnished themselves as well as they could with ball-cartridges.

“ In the afternoon, while the troops were ordered out, and while they were assem-

bling, Mr. Johnson, Mayor, went to the jail, accompanied by Mr. Hargrove, register of

the city, and together with General Strieker, Judge Job Smith, Mr. Wilson, magistrate,

Mr. Calhoun, brigade inspector, visited the gentlemen in the jail, to inform them of the

efforts that were making, and would be made for their protection. They renewed their

solemn assurances of protection, and told the party to rest satisfied, as the military would

be out in a very short time, when there would be no danger of an attack upon the jail.

A butcher by the name of Mumma, and two others, understood to be prominent in the

mob, entered the room in company with the Mayor and remained after him. While the

interview between the Mayor, General, etc., and the gentlemen continued, this butcher

was employed in observing and most attentively remarking their countenances and their

dress. As many of them were strangers in Baltimore, his object no doubt was to enable

himself to identify them, and point them out to his associates, when the massacre should

commence. This very butcher did stand at the first iron grate and knock down the

gentlemen as they were brought out. It was i)y him, so stationed, that Mr. Hanson was
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tirst recognized and shockingly beaten. In the course of the afternoon the gentlemen were

apprised from various quarters of the fate which awaited them at night, and particularly

a gentleman of the Democratic party (who is nevertheless a man of honor, courage and

humanity), after struggling in vain to provide means of protection, or to avert the danger,

informed them of all they had to expect.

“The door of the room in which they were confined was very strong; composed of

thick iron bars fastened together, so as to make a grate, it enabled them to see what was
done on the outside, while if kept locked, it was capable of affording them a very consid-

erable defence. That they might make the most of this feeble resource, in the apprehended

absence of all others, they sent for the turnkey, and requested him to lock the door and

give them the key. This he promised, but did not perform. They sent to him again and
reminded him of his promise, which he repeated and again neglected. They saw no

more of him until the slaughter commenced.

“The militia having assembled in front of their Colonvcl’s quarters in Gay street, at a

very considerable distance from the jail, the General, instead of putting himself at their

head, endeavoring to increase their numbers and leading them to the jail, left them stand-

ing in Gay street; and hearing that the mob had assembled at the jail in great numbers,

he and the Mayor, accompanied by John Montgomery, Attorney -General of the State,

went to them a little before sunset to expostulate with them on the impropriety of their

conduct and persuade them to disperse. The object which the mob then thought proper

to avow openly, was to prevent the gentleman from being admitted to bail. An assurance

being given to them by the Attorney-General and the Judge that bail should not be

received before the next day, they are said to have declared themselves satisfied and to

have promised to disperse. Some of them, no doubt, made such a declaration and

promise, with what intentions will soon appear. General Strieker and Mr. Johnson,

Mayor, thought fit to be satisfied with these assurances. Some of their friends,

supposed to be men of influence among the mob, are said to have obtained

similar assurances, and to have been equally satisfied. Be that as it may, the

Brigadier-General, the Mayor of the city, and the Attorney-General of the State

left the jail with the mob still assembled before it, and went into the city proclaim-

ing that everything was settled and all danger at an end. On this ground Gen. Strieker

dismissed a body of militia under Major Heath, which he met on his way from the jail,

notwithstanding the advice and remonstrance of Major Heath, who exhorted them to go

once more to the jail before they were dismissed and see whether all was safe. From
Major Heath he proceeded to Colonel Sterett, and ordered him to dismiss the party

which was under arms in Gay street, an order which Mr. Sterett obeyed with a heavy

heart. Gen. Strieker then proceeded through the town to his own house, which is in a

part still more distant from the jail, and on his way he proclaimed that everything was
settled, all danger over, and no further need of any protecting force. By this means he

dispersed a number of citizens who had assembled with a view of giving their aid. When
he reached his own house he shut himself up and ordered himself to be denied, or was out

of the way.
“ The dismissal of the military was instantly made known to the mob at the jail by

their associates stationed for that purpose, and they regarded it, as was natural, as the sig-

nal for attack. They immediately made a furious attack on the outward doors of the jail,

which being observed by a gentleman who happened at that moment to pass on horse-

back, he rode full speed to Gen. Strieker’s house, to give him the information. He was
told that Gen. Strieker was not at home. Inquiring where he was, and expressing a

strong desire to see him, in order to give him the information, the gentleman was told

that ‘ Gen. Strieker could not be seen; and that if he could, it would be unavailing, for

he had already done all he could or icould do.’ The gentleman then went in quest of the

Mayor, who fearing or being informed of what happened, had gone to the jail with two
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or three men supposed to have influence with the mob, whom he had engaged to assist

him. With them he attempted to prevent the doors from being forced open
;
but his

attempts were fruitless, and at length his assistants, fearing for his safety and their own^
almost forced him away. The attack then proceeded without further hindrance or fear

of interruption
;
and when the violence of the attack upon the outward door to the east

increased, a voice from within was heard saying, ‘ Come round to the other door !’—which
they were seen to do by some of the gentlemen in prison. There can be no doubt that it

was in the power of Gen. Strieker to prevent or easily repel this attack. Had he put on

his uniform, mounted on horseback, put himself at the head of such of the military as had
assembled, called for more force, exhorted the citizens to volunteer, and marched to the

jail with all the force which he could thus collect—had he, as his duty and plighted honor
required, taken post ator in the jail, even with the small body of militia which had assem-

bled, the mob would unquestionably have been deterred or repulsed. But he was blind

to all such considerations, and left the mob to their course by dismissing the military, and
infusing a false and fatal security into the citizens. But above all, after the massacre,.

Avhen it was discovered that some of the persons thrown into the pile of the supposed

slain Avere not quite dead, and might be restored, intelligence of the fact Avas carried to

tOAvn. Upon receiving the information, a distinguished gentleman went to Gen. Strieker’s-

house and had him called out of bed. He communicated to the General the joyful

tidings, and added, ‘ the physicians Avill go out to preserve all they can, if you will furnish

a guard or go with them.’ The General said he Avas fatigued, had lost his rest the night

before, and it was an improbable tale that any of the prisoners icere alive. The gentleman

urged and remonstrated, offering to bring him a horse immediately, but the General flatly

declined, and returned to his bed to And repose. God of Heaven ! did he sleep ?—he
‘ Avho hath murdered sleep !’ slaughtered honor, patriotism and courage, ensnared by
treachery

;
betrayed the brave, and handed them over to the executioner, to be tortured

in a manner until now unknoAvn in the annals of all time, to satiate the bloody appetites

of cannibals and tigers in human form. Have not ages of Avickedness and barbarity and

guilt been crowded into days ? An all-wise and good Providence will avenge these horrid

enormities.

“ The mob gained possession of the principal entrance into the prison, but there Avere

still two very strong doors to be forced before they could reach the party Avithin. One of

these doors detained them more than a quarter of an hour. Whether it AA^as finally forced

or unlocked is not knoAvn. When they reached the last door, after a feAV slight bloAvs it

was unlocked. Bentley, the jailor, was the first man Avho entered the room, to the best

of these deponents’ recollection, and was instantly folloAA^ed by the mob
;
he Avas probably

compelled to unlock the door. From this it appears that a very small military guard

posted in the first entry of the jail, especially with the Brigadier-General and the Mayor
at their head, Avould have been a sufficient protection. This Avas the post in which the

plighted faith and honor of Gen Strieker should have placed him
;
but his pledge was

forgotten or neglected, and the post was left wholly unguarded.
“ When the victims saw the danger approach nearer and nearer they calmly prepared

for their fate, but resolved to make every possible effort for effecting their escape. They
had three or four pistols among them, and one or two dirks. It was proposed as soon as

the last door should be forced they should shoot as many of the assailants with these pis-

tols, for AA-hich there Avas no second charge, as possible. Mr. Hanson dissuaded from this

course, saying it would be of no avail to kill one or tAvo of the mob, and Avould only

increase their fury and render escape more difficult. He strongly recommended that they

should all rush among the mob, put out all the lights, create as much confusion as possi-

ble, and by that means many Avould escape. As for himself, he Avould be recognized

;

but every man must do the best to save himself. All seemed at once to embrace the plan
;

but AA'hen the mob AA'ere about entering the last door, Mr. Murray and Mr. Thompson pre-
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sented their pistols, the former saying very familiarly, ‘ My lads, you had better retire, I

can shoot either of you.’ It was replied, ‘I can kill you,’ by the mob. Murray
rejoined, ‘ I can kill any one of you first.’ Mr. Thompson was also disposed to fire, but

General Lee and Mr. Hanson urged to the contrary, and the mob coming in, were rushed

upon, and the confusion commenced.
“ The plan proposed by Mr. Hanson availed many of his friends, who escaped

almost, and some entirely unhurt, to the number of nine or ten who made their way
through the crowd in the confusion that ensued. But it was useless to himself, because

he was known to Mumma^ the butcher, who recognized and knocked him down after he

had made his 'way to the lobby, as it is called, or hall of the jail. He was then dreadfully

beaten, trampled on, and pitched for dead down the high flight of stairs in front of the

jail. The purpose for which Mumma came into the prison-room in the evening now
appeared. He was posted at the door to mark the victims as they came out, and desig-

nated them for slaughter by giving each a blow or two, which was the signal for his

associates, who proceded to finish what he had begun. The fate of Mr. Hanson, befel

General Lee, General Lingan, Mr. Hall, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Kilgour, Major Musgrove, Dr.

P. Warfield and Mr. Wm. Gaither, all of whom were thrown down the steps of the jail,

where they lay in a heap nearly three hours.

“ During this whole time, the mob continued to torture their mangled bodies, by
beating first one and then the other, sticking pen-knives into their faces and hands, and
opening their eyes and dropping hot candle-grease into them, etc. ]\Ir. Murray, Mr.

Thompson and Mr. Winchester, were carried in a different direction and not thrown into

the heap of supposed slain. Major Musgrove, was the last who remained in the prison-

room when the mob broke in. While the slaughter of his friends was going on in the

passage in his view, he calmly walked about the room waiting for a fate which he saw no
possibility of averting. At length one of the assassins came and called'him out. He
went, and was attacked in the entry, knocked down and beaten till he was supposed by
the butchers to be dead. Some of the victims were rendered wholly insensible by the

first blows which they received. Others who preserved their senses and recollection,

resolved to feign death, in the hopes of thus escaping further injury. The brave General

Lingan,^ lost his life by his endeavors to save it. He so much mistook the character of the

monsters as to suppose them capable of some feelings of humanity. He reminded them
that he had fought for their liberties throughout the Revolutionary war, that he was old

and infirm, and that he had a large and helpless family dependent on him for support.

These remarks served only to attract their attention to him and to inform them that he

was still alive. Every supplication was answered by fresh insults and blows. At length,

while he was still endeavoring to speak and to stretch out his hands for mercy, one of

the assassins stamped upon his breast, struck him many blows in rapid succession,

crying out, ‘ tlie damned old rascal is hardest dying of all of them' and repeating^ the

approbrious epithet of Tory ! These blows put an end to his torment and his life. In a few

minutes after his removal into jail, he expired without a groan. His name will be immortal

as his soul. While General Lee’s mangled body lay exposed upon the bare earth, one of

the monsters attempted to cut off his nose, but missed his aim, though he thereby gave

him a bad wound in the nose. Either the same person or another attempted to thrust a

knife into the eye of General Lee, who had again raised himself up. The knife glanced

1 General James Maccubin Lingan was born
in Maryland about 1752, and fought in the

Maryland Line at Long Island. He was made
prisoner at Fort Washington and experienced
the horrors of the prison-ship. After the war
he was made collector of the port of George-
town. General Lingan was one of the most
exemplary of men, and in regard to personal

courage he appeared to know no fear. This was
evinced in the hour of his death. After hawng
received the fatal blow, he reached out his hand
to one of his companions, saying, “ Farewell, I

am a dying man, make your escape—return

home and take care there no doubt referring

to his wife and fatherless children, who, it is

said, he left in destitute circumstances.

2—V. ili.
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on the cheek-bone, and the General being immediately by the side of Mr. Hanson, fell

with his head upon his breast, where he lay for some minutes, when he was kicked or

knocked otf. A quantity of his blood was left on Mr. Hanson’s breast, on observing

which one of the mob shortly afterwards exclaimed exultingly, ‘ See Hanson’s brains on
his breast.’

“ During these horrid scenes, several of the gentlemen, Mr. Nelson, Dr. Warfield,'Mr.

Kilgour, Mr. J. E. Hall,^ and Mr. Hanson, perfectly retained their senses. They sustained

without betraying any signs of life, or gratifying their butchers with a groan or murmur,
all the tortures that were inflicted on them. They heard without showing any
emotion, the deliberations of the assassins about the manner of disposing of their

bodies. At one time it was proposed to throw them all into the sink of the jail.

Others thought it best to dig a hole and bury them all together immediately. Some
advised that they should be thrown into Jones’ Falls, a stream which runs in front

of the jail. Some that they should be castrated. Others again were for tarring and feath-

ering them, and directed a cart to be brought for that purpose to carry them about town.

Others insisted upon cutting all their throats upon the spot, to make sure of them. And
lastly, it was resolved to hang them next morning, and have them

,
dissected.

Pointing to Hanson, and jobbing him severely with a stick on the privates, one

exclaimed, ‘ this fellow shall be dissected.’ Being particularly desirous of insulting and
mangling the body of Mr. Hanson, but finding great difficulty in identifying it, they at

length thought of examining his sleeve-buttons, suppposing they should there find the

initials of his name. It was insisted b}^ some one present that he knew Hanson well, and

it was not him but Hoffman. Before they seemed to have settled the dispute, their atten-

tion was attracted to some other object.

“ Dr. Hall, personally unknown to all but one, it is believed, of the sufferers, was
instrumental in rescuing them from the mob, which he did by a stratagem which will

endear him to all good and brighten his course through life. He, with the aid of others

not now known, induced the mob to place the supposed dead bodies under his care until

morning, and he conveyed them into the jail to the room whence they were first taken.

There he w^as assisted by Drs. Birkhead, Smith, Owen, and a gentleman who assumed the

name of Dr. Page, but better known by the title of the ‘ Boston Beauty,’ and was extremely

active in assisting Dr. Hall to administer drinks and opiates. Having examined their

wounds, some of the doctors went to town privately for carriages to carry off the bodies.

By management, they had induced nearly all the mob to retire till morning. Some of

them no doubt being fatigued, retired to rest and refresh themselves. A large part fol-

lowed Mr. Thompson, who had been carried off in the manner stated in his narrative.

Some, perhaps, felt sated with the cruelties already committed, and withdrew. The
remainder were in a measure exhausted, and the two Democratic physicians, Drs. Hall

and Owen, had the address ultimately to prevail on all of them to leave the jail for the

present. AVhile the physicians were gone for carriages, Mr. Hanson proposed to Drs.

1 John E. Hall, hrother of Judge Hall, was
horn in December, 1783, and educated at Prince-

ton College. He studied law and commenced
practice in Baltimore in 1805. He soon became
professor of rhetoric and belles-lettres in the

University of Maryland, and wrote among other

matters in 1810, a biography of Dr. John Shaw,
prefixed to an edition of his poems, and pre-

pared an edition of Wirt’s British Sjnj, to which
he contributed several letters. He acted

with the federalists and was severely wounded
in the riot. From 1808 to 1817, he published

the American Law Journal (G vols., Phila.) Ke-
movingto Philadelphia, from 181G to 1827 he

edited the Portfolio., to which he contributed the
Memoirs of Anacreon., which attracted much at-

tention. In 1827 he edited the Philadelphia
Sourenit

.,
and published the Memoirs of Eminent

Persons. He also edited Practice and Jurisdic-

tion of the Court oj Admiralty^ 8vo., 1809. He
died June 11th, 1829. Dr. Thomas Mifflin Hall,

a younger brother of Harrison, James, and Jno.
E., contributed poetry and some scientific arti-

cles to the Portfolio. In 1828 he embarked on
board of a South American ship of war, to which
he was surgeon. The vessel was never heard of

after.
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Hall and Owen to convey him if possible to Mr. Murray’s, about three miles off, where his

family was on a visit. He said it was likely he might live until morning, when if he

remained in jail he would be again taken by the mob. He was told carriages would soon

be at the jail, but upon discovering impatience. Dr. Owen went out to see if he could be

safely carried off at once. When he returned, Bentley came with him, and Mr. H. again

urged his removal, upon which Bentley objected, saying that he had no right to permit

the prisoners to go away, as they were in custod\o He was answered by Mr. H. that the

jail being broken open and the prisoners rescued by the mob and brought back for

security, without being recommitted, he could not be b-lamed. Bentley replied, ‘ very

well, do as you please.’ A person then presented himself and offered to carry Mr. H.

off, who fell and fainfed several times upon attempting to rise. Dr. Owen recommended
and gave him a glass of brandy, which he took, and was quickly invigorated, and ena-

bled with the aid of his deliverer to stand up and walk. He asked to be carried to Gen.

Lingan, over whose dead body he stood for a moment, and was hurried off. When he

got to the outward jail door he was taken on the back of his deliverer, who ran with him
to the Falls, conveyed him over, and helped him over into a small garden opposite, where

he was told to lie until called for. After lying some time wrapped up in a blanket he

heard a wrangle at the jail, and concluded it was the best time to crawl away as well as

he could, which he did to a place of safety, whence he was conveyed in the morning at

daylight some distance from town. Mr. Nelson and Mr. J. E. Hall left the jail at the

same time Mr. Hanson did. The former, though among the most injured, found his way
to a secure retreat within a few hundred yards of Mr. H.,and was taken in a cart covered

with hay to the same house in the country, where the wounds of both of them were

dressed, and they were taken to Anne Arundel County without delay. Mr. Hall got

unassisted to the house of a humane gentleman up the Falls, near the jail. This gentle-

man dressed his wounds, put him to bed, and early in the morning sent him further

into the country. The names of all the others who escaped in this manner are not yet

known. By whom or with what intention he is ignorant, but Mr. Murray Avas carried

by some persons and laid on the ground by the Falls. They left him there, probably sup-

posing he was dead, and all went aAvay but one. That person, after all the rest were

gone, approached Mr. Murray and laid his hand upon him. He took the hand of the man
and pressed it. He started with surprise and dread at feeling his hand pressed by Avhat

he had supposed to be a corpse. Murray then begged his assistance to escape, which he

promised, adding that he was one of the mob, but thought ‘ there should be fair play.’

He then assisted Murray to rise, and conducted him to a neighboring hovel, whence
at Murray’s request he went into town to inform his friends where he was and con-

duct them to the place. This office he faithfully and successfully performed, though

so much intoxicated as to be hardly able to walk. Murray’s fi-iends thus conducted,

came and removed him to a place of safet}".

“Gen. Lee was taken to the hospita’'
,
where his wounds were dressed by the physi-

cian, and he received every assistance of Avhich his deplorable and mangled situation

admitted. Hence he was next day conveyed to the country, and arrived at Little York,

where he is said to be doing well. Major Musgrove, it is understood, Avas also taken to

the hospital, and carried the next day four miles above Ellicott’s Mills, on the Montgom-
ery road. A mortification having taken place in some of his Avounds after he reached

home, his life AA^as for a time despaired of; but the skill and attention of Dr. Charles A.

Warfield, Dr. Matthews and Dr. Allen Thomas, have preserved this gallant officer, and

he is now out of danger.

“ Dr. Peregrine Warfield, Mr. Charles J. Kilgour and Mr. William Gaither, all of

them much mangled, VA^ere conveyed, Avithout molestation, in a hack brought by the ph}^-

sicians about four o’clock in the morning, to Ellicott’s Mills, and thence to the house of

the father of Dr. P. W., about twenty-four miles from toAvn. They are all recovering.
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“ It would remain now to relate the last act of this horrible and bloody tragedy, which
includes the fate of Mr. Thompson, now safe and recovering in Little York, Pennsylvania.

Pie was the unhappy victim reserved, for what special cause is unknown, by the butchers

for their infernal pastime. His narrative, already before the public, saves us the pain of

describing the unheard of tortures which untamed ferocity delighted to inflict on him. His

prayers to put an end to his sufferings by death were inhumanly rejected as often as

repeated.

“ Such are the particulars of this atrocious and bloody affair which it has hitherto

been possible to collect in an authentic shape, and a parallel to which is scarcely to

be found in the annals of revolutionary France, even after the actors in similar scenes

there had become hardened by custom and familiar to deeds of horror, cruelty and
crime. The bloodhounds of republican France massacred by thousands those obnox-

ious to their vengeance, but they dispatched their victims quickly, rarely ever resorting

to such lingering tortures as the exclusive republicans of this boasted land of liberty

and happiness have the credit of inventing. It is proposed, as soon as practicable, to

obtain from each of the gentlemen a separate statement, on oath, of what he suffered

himself, and of all that passed within his observation. Meantime, the above statement

must receive universal credit, every material circumstance being embraced in the intro-

ductory affidavit. The intended statements will be published, in order to give a fuller

view of these horrible scenes. While they hold up to merited detestation those who, by

their active co-operation, connivance, or their dastardly and treacherous supineness,

contributed to produce the catastrophe, they will serve as a beacon to warn the civil

and military authority of other places, of the danger of temporising with the most

ferocious, ruthless and bloody of ail monsters, a mob
;
while they teach an instructive

lesson to the honest, but deluded citizen, seduced by the syren charms of democracy.

The persons named in the above affidavit have read, with mingled regret and indig-

nation, the partial, mutilated and unjust report of the local authorities in Baltimore,

while they have seen, annexed to it, with grief and amazement, the signatures of some
worthy and hitherto Arm and independent citizens. Understanding that the justifica-

tion made for the barbarous cruelties which treachery and black malignity procured

to be inflicted upon them, is that an extensive conspiracy was formed to murder

or otherwise molest the citizens of Baltimore, the above named do, therefore, solemnly

swear that no such conspiracy, or association even, was ever formed, but merely a

determination entered into by less than a dozen gentlemen in the country, to protect

the person and property of Mr. Hanson, and defend the liberty of the press with their

lives, if necessary. This determination remains unaltered. The letters of Colonel Lynn,

whose advice was volunteered, John Hanson Thomas and Mr. Taney have been disin-

genuously perverted to an unjust and infamous purpose.

^'Rocknlle^ August 12ih., 1812."

“ Narrative of John Thompson, one of the persons intended to be massacred with

General Lingan and others, in the jail of Baltimore, on Tuesday, the 28th of Jul}^ 1812:

“ On Monday, the 27th of July last, I was invited by Mr. Hanson to his house,

and in the evening about twilight I went there, and found from fifteen to sixteen

gentlemen in his house, most of them known to me. I was told that an attack upon

the house was threatened that night, which they had made preparations to resist and

defeat. I saw some muskets, pistols and swords, in the house, for the purpose of

defence. After being there some time, I understood an arrrangement had been made

that in case of an attack, the direction of the defence was appointed to General Lee.

About 8 o’clock, a number of persons were collecting at the front of the house, who
were very noisy, and began to throw stones at the windows, and they broke several

of them. The house was in front completely closed, the door and inside window-
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shutters being shut, till the stones broke the glass and burst open the shutters. Mr.

Hanson spoke from the second story to the mob, and told them if they did not

desist they would tire upon them, and he warned the spectators to go away. General

Lee, in the house told them not to tire unless it should be absolutely necessary

and the doors were forced. The mob continued to increase and to throw stones

more violently, which broke the windows of the first and second stories. General

Lee directed a volley to be fired from the upper story over the heads of the people in

the street, to frighten them away without injuring them. This was executed and

nobody was hurt. The mob huzzahed, were still more violent, and broke open the

lower door. They were then fired upon, and a man fell at the door, upon the inside

thereof, who was immediately taken up and removed by some of the mob. This must

have happened about 10 o’clock, or after.

“ Judge Scott made his appearance and came into the house, the door having

remained open after it was broken. He requested us to leave the house. He was
told we should do no such thing

;
that we could not be secure unless the civil authority

interfered; that we were lawfully employed with Mr. Hanson, in protecting him and

his house against violence, and whenever the mob would disperse, or the civil authority

interfere, we would retire to our homes, and not before.

“ During the night we continued to defend ourselves, and never fired but after some

new and violent attack. I believe it probable several were wounded. The mob, during

the night, retired and gathered again, and attempted some fresh damage. Just about

or before daylight, the mob brought a field-piece, which was planted near the house

and in front of it, but was prevented from being discharged by the arrival of Captain

Barney’s troop of horse, and six of them being dismounted, took possession of the front

room on the first fioor, and of the back yard. Hanson and his friends occupied the same

places which they had done during the night. So things remained, until Edward Johnson,

the Mayor, General Strieker, John Montgomery, the Attorney-General, James Calhoun,

Lemuel Taylor and several others arrived and proposed that we should leave the

house. We answered we had no objections to leave the house, provided the mob
would retire, or we could get home with safety. The Mayor said the mob could

not be dispersed, nor would they be satisfied without we went to jail, and that we
should be protected from them in going to jail, and while in it. To this proposal most

•of us expressly objected. Gen. Lee principally carried^ on the conversation on our part

with the Mayor and Gen. Strieker. The Mayor, Gen. Strieker, and Attorney-General

severally declared and assured us, that we should be protected as well in going to the jail

as in it, and the Mayor pledged his life and his honor that we should be safe, and that he

would die with us should we be hurt. Gen. Strieker expressed himself in similar terms.

Also Montgomery, Taylor, Calhoun, and their companions gave us assurance of safety if

we went to jail. After these assurances, and finding the civil authority would not make
any exertion to disperse the mob, we consented, with the advice of Gen. Lee, to deliver

-ourselves up to the civil authority. The Mayor declared his opinion that we would not

be safe in the jail without a guard, and he and Gen. Strieker promised there should

be one.

“ About 8 or 9 o’clock on Tuesday forenoon we left the house, and went under the

care and custody of the Mayor who preceded us, and we were placed between two lines

of infantry, consisting, as it appeared, of about 50 militia : about 20 dragoons mounted

advanced before us to the jail. Gen. Strieker marched on foot with the infantry, and an

immense concourse of people were in the streets, some of whom went along, and were

abused in the most opprobious language. . Some stones were thrown with violence at

us : one struck Mr. Kilgour and cut him badly in the forehead, and another struck Mr.

Bigelow and nearly knocked him down. The distance from Hanson’s house to the jail

was about one mile. At our arrival at the jail-door, and as we entered it, several of us
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were struck by some of the mob whom we found there. Being delivered into the custody

of John H. Bentley, the jailor, some time in the forenoon, we were put in a room in the

common criminal department, where we remained the rest of the day. The dragoons-

and infantry left the jail soon after we were placed in it, and they did not return, nor was
there any military guard afterwards. Ih the afternoon the Mayor came to us in the jail

and assured us that there should be a guard, and that preparations were making to send

one. He told us he Avould lose his own life before we should be hurt. Gen. Strieker was
also at the 'jail, outside of it. The Mayor having been with us about 20 minutes, went
away, leaving us in the belief that there would be a guard of armed militia sent to protect

us in the jail. During the afternoon we were told several times by persons admitted to

see us, that the militia were called out and assembling.
“ Late in the afternoon two butchers, one named Mumma and the other Maxwell,

came into our room
;
the former having a key in his hand. Mumma asked the names of

several of the prisoners—I told him. Mr. Hoffman said he wondered Mr. Bentley should

suffer so many men to come into their room who had no business there. Mumma
answered that he came there on Mr. Bentley’s business. They were personally known
to me and some of my fellow-prisoners. We suspected their intentions were not good,

and I inquired of Mr. Bentley if Mumma was a friend of his. Bentley answered ‘ he pre-

tends to be so.’ I replie 1, ‘ you ought to know him well before you trust the key of our

room in his hands,’ and I proposed that he should lock the door and give me the key

through the grate. On the inside the door cannot be unlocked, and there was the outer

door locked. Bentley refused, sa3dng, T cannot do so, as you are a prisoner under my
care.’ The dooi- was immediately locked by somebody, and the mob very soon began to

assemble from various quarters, but no troops were arriving. This excited much alarm

in our room, it being after sunset, and we apprehended we were to be sacrificed.

“ About dark the back door of the jail was beset by the mob, who entered it without

breaking it b}^ force. By whom it was opened I do not know but by hearsay. They
began to break down the wood and iron gratings in the passage leading to our room,,

which took them at least three-quarters of an hour. They had the light of torches. The
grating of our room was opened instantly without any exertion, which makes me believe

it was opened by some one having the key, and I believe either by Mumma or Maxwell.

The first person I recognized at the grating was Henry Keating, who keeps a printing-

office, and him I should have killed with my pistols but for Gen. Lee, who laid hold of

my arm and begged me not to fire, and also prevented Mr. Murray from firing. It had

been agreed that Mr. Murray and m 3^self, being the strongest men, should first rush out

and make the best of our way, and every person was to escape as he could. Some of the

mob rushed into the room, and Mr. Murray and myself rushed out, both of us armed—

I

had a pistol in each hand, and he a dirk and pistol. We made our way through the

passage and hall .without injury till I was at the front door, when I was struck on

the back of my head with a heavy club by some man I had passed, which threw me
forward from the head of the steps, and I fell headlong down about twelve feet. There I

saw a gang of ruffians armed with clubs, ready to destroy whomsoever should pass

down the steps, and six or seven of them instantly assaulted me while down, and beat

me about the head until I was unable to rise. Some of them dragged me twenty or thirty

3'ards while others were beating me with clubs. They then tried to make me stand on my
feet, and looking round I perceived Lemuel Taylor, and I called upon him to prevent those

men from taking my life. He told the men to desist, and said they had beat me
enough, and begged them not to take my life. They said they would kill me..

He again repeated that I was beat enough, and desired that I should be let alone,

and he would be securit}^ for my forthcoming in the morning. They disregarded

what he had said. They dragged me along, and it was proposed to tar and feather

me, and as I went along they continuect to strike me with sticks and clubs. One



HORRIBLE TORTURES. 23

fellow struck at me with an axe, who missed me. AVhen they had dragged me a consid-

erable distance, and into Old Town, they met with a cart and put me into it, and dragged

it along themselves to a place where they got tar. I had left my coat in the jail, and they

tore my shirt and other clothing, and put the tar on my bare body, upon which they put

feathers. They drew me along in the cart in this condition, and calling me traitor and

Tory and t)ther scandalous names, they did not cease to beat me with clubs and cut me
with old rusty swords. I received upon my head, arms, sides, thighs and back upwards

of eighteen cuts of the sword. On my head one cut was very deep, besides which my head

was broken in more than twelve places by other instruments, such as sticks and clubs.

I received a few blows in my face, and very many severe bruises on different parts of my
body. My eyes were attempted to be gouged, and preserved by means of the tar and

feathers, though they were much injured.

“ About the same time as I was lying in the cart, a fellow struck both of my legs with

a bar of iron, swearing, damn my eyes, ‘ I will break your legs.’ I drew my legs up, and

he was led to think and to say he had broke them. Shortly after 1 received a blow with

a club across my eyes, upon which I lay as if dead, supposing it would stop their further

beating me. Remaining so for some time, I was struck upon my thighs, which I

bore as if dead. A villain said he would see if I was dead, and he stuck a pin into my
body twice, at which time I did not flinch, but I still remained senseless as if dead.

Another said he would show if I was dead
;
he pulled a handful of tar and feathers, and

set 11 re to it, and stuck it on my back, w’hich put into a blaze what was on my back. I turned

over suddenly and rolled upon the flame, which put it out before it reached too great a

height, but I was burnt in several parts. I then raised upon my knees and addressed

them :
‘ For God’s sake be not worse than savages

;
if you want my life, take it by shoot-

ing or stabbing.’ Often I begged them to put an end to it. Upon this one said, ‘ don’t

burn him another said, ‘ we will hang him.’ One in the shafts of the cart turned round

and said to me, ‘ if you will tell the names of all in the house, and all you know about it,

we will save your life.’ Believing all the damage was done which could be done by them

I did not hesitate to say I would. They took me out of the cart upon the causeway at

Fell’s Point, and carried me to the Bull’s Head tavern. There I gave them the names of

all the persons in the house, (most of them already known to them,) which they took in

writing, and the reason of our being in the house was to defend Mr. Planson and his house

against violence with which he had been threatened. They detained me about an hour at

this tavern, and offered me some whiskey, of which I took several glasses, being extremely

thirsty and weak from the loss of blood. They then made me walk with several persons

on each side upholding me, towards the watch-house, where they said I should be kept till

the morning, and that I should swear to what I had said before a magistrate by nine

o'clock, or if I did not they would hang me.
“ On my way I was unable to proceed, and stopped twice to rest. AVhen I first

stopped, some of them said they had got all they could out of me and they would now
hang me. I rose and went on, and some who were against hanging me followed, and !

was obliged by weakness to stop again, when it was proposed again to hang me
;
and one

person said they would cut off my head and stick it on a pole. The vote was taken and

carried for hanging me, but some said they should not hang me, that my life had been

promised upon condition of disclosing what I knew, and that the information I might give

them would be of use to them. I was then moved to the watch-house, and delivered to

the captain of the watch about two o’clock in the morning, who was told they held him

responsible for my body at nine o’clock. I laid myself on the floor, a doctor was sent for

by the captain of the watch, who came, and having removed the tar and feathers, sewed

up the wounds on my head and dressed them. Between nine and ten o’clock the mob
gathered at the watch-house, and some were for hanging me, saying that I had not sworn to

what I had told them before a magistrate before nine o’clock, as had been stipulated, and one
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of them said the rope was ready. I observed it was not my fault, that I was not able to go

to a magistrate, and that I was ready to swear to it if they would bring one. They then

brought a magistrate of the name of Galt, who took my affidavit, in which was stated the

names of the persons in the house, the causes of their meeting, and the name of the person

under whom they were acting in the house. It was read aloud, and at this period the

Mayor, Lemuel Taylor and some others arrived, who said they would take me to the hos-

pital out of the hands of these men. Mr. Taylor said he had no idea of seeing me alive.

• The doctor had lent me a shirt and I was now provided with a pair of trowsers. The
Mayor sent for a carriage, but the mob said I should not ride in it, that a cart was good

enough for me, and a cart was brought, into which I was placed,—stretched out into the

cart and exposed to a hot sun !

“ About 11 o’ciock I was carried to the hospital, the distance of a mile, the Mayor
accompanying me, amidst the noise of a great concourse of people. There I heard the

groans of General Lee, in a room adjoining who had been said to be dead. After the

crowd had dispersed, some of,my friends, who did not think me safe, sent me a carriage,

into which I was put without losing a minute, and Gen. Lee was put into the same carriage.

We were hurried away into the country, in our wounded, bruised and mangled con-

dition. We arrived at Yorktown, Pa., on Saturday evening, the first of August, where we
received the humane and friendly sympathies and attentions of the inhabitants, and the

medical aid of two gentlemen of the faculty.

“ Possessed of a strong constitution and in the prime of life, I cherish the hope that I

shall survive all the bruises and wounds which have been so cruelly and maliciously

inflicted by a wicked and lawless mob, and that I shall be again restored to the full use

and enjoyment of my bodily powers.

“Given under my hand this 6th of August, 1812.

“JOHN THOMPSON.”

Having left the jail, the mob next proceeded to the post-oftice, at the

corner of St. Paul and Baltimore streets, which they threatened to pull down
for the purpose of destroying the obnoxious copies of the Federal RepuMican

deposited there for circulation by the mails. A military force was ordered

out by the mayor, and as Charles Burrall, the postmaster, in spite of the

threats of the mob to force his office, and the entreaties of the magistrates to

yield to their request, still refused to give up the papers, a charge was ordered

by Colonel Biays with a troop of horse, when the mob at once dispersed. An
attack was also threatened against the office of the Federal Gazette, at the

northeast corner of St. Paul street and Bank lane, but by a division of senti-

ment among the rioters it was saved from destruction.

The riot was at length quelled and the Federal Republican continued to

be published at Georgetown. Numerous public meetings as well within as

without the State expressed their indignation at the mob, whose acts left a

stigma on the city, which bore for a long time the name of Mobtown.” In

answer to the resolutions adopted by the citizens of St. Mary’s, Charles,

Prince George’s and Montgomery Counties, calling on the executive of the

State to interpose his authority for the “'suppression and dispersion of

lawless and seditious combinations having for their object resistance to the

constituted authorities of the State,” Governor Pobert Bowie, on the 21st of

August, said:
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“ I feel it my duty to declare, that at a time like this, when our country is engaged in

an open and declared warfare with one of the most powerful nations of Europe, it is the

part of patriotism—it is the duty of every good citizen—a duty sanctioned and enforced

by the love of country itself, to cultivate a spirit of harmony and concord, to avoid all

internal broils and domestic disturbances, and thereby the more effectually concentrate

the public force against the common enemy. A course of conduct of a contrary charac-

ter and description, certainly would not deserve, and never could receive the approbation

of virtuous and enlightened people.

“
. . Believing that it would be improper in me to pass over in silence the ground-

less and unmerited charges of ‘perfidy’ and ‘cowardice’ contained in the resolutions

from Charles and Prince George’s Counties, against General Strieker and the Mayor of

Baltimore, I feel myself impelled by a sense of justice to say, that in my opinion, founded

upon official reports and personal enquiry, those gentlemen not only fulfilled every legal

duty incumbent upon them, but made every effort, even at the hazard of their lives, to

prevent violence from being offered to the persons composing the armed association in

Charles street, both before and after they had surrendered themselves to the civil

authority.” ^

The Presidential election took place this year, James Madison, of A^ir-

ginia, being the democratic candidate for President, and Elbridge Gerry,

of Massachusetts, for Vice-President. The federal candidates were De AVitt

Clinton, of New York, and Jarett Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania. The electors

for Maryland were Henry H. Chapman, Tobias E. Stansbnry,^ Edward H.

Calvert, Thomas AY. Veazey,^ Edward Johnson, Thomas AVorrell, John

Stephen, Edward Lloyd, Henry AYilliams, Littleton Dennis, and Daniel

Kentch, and their vote as cast stood, six ballots each for Madison and Gerry,

and five each for Clinton and Ingersoll.

Owing, in a great degree, to the indignation aroused in the counties by

the lawless proceedings in Baltimore, a great change took place in the polit-

ical sentiment of the State, as was shown in the elections for delegates. St.

Alary’s, Charles, Prince George’s, Calvert, Alontgomery, Frederick, Alleghany,

Talbot, Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Somerset, and AAMreester, returned each

four federalists, and Kent two, making fifty-four in all. AYashington, Balti-

more, Anne Arundel, Harford and Queen Anne’s, returned four democrats

each, making, with two from Kent, and two each from Baltimore, twenty-six

democratic members. The senators, fifteen in number, had been chosen in

1811
,
for a term of five .years, were all democrats. General Levin Winder

was chosen Governor on joint ballot, the democrats voting for Robert Bowie.

1 In Aug-ust. the proprietors of the Federal

Republican requested from a number of the

leading- members of the bar, their opinion,

whether they “were justifiable, in law, in re-

pelling the attack made upon them, and killing

the assailants in self-defence,” etc. Messrs. E.

Tilghman, W. Lewis, W. Rawle, Joseph Hop-
kinson and Horace Binney decided in the

affirmative
;
and Robert Goodloe Harper, Philip

B. Key, Walter Dorsey and Thomas Buchanan,
in the negative.

2 General Tobias E. Stansbury was born in

Maryland in 1756, and from the opening of

events of the Revolutionary War down to his

death, October 25, 1849, he participated actively

in national and State affairs. He was repeatedly

a member of the Legislatm-e, and presided as

Speaker of the House of Delegates. He was
also a Brigadier-General of Maryland militia in

1813-14, and commanded|a brigade in the battle

of Bladensburg and in defense of Baltimore.

3

Thomas W. Veazey was governor of the State

from 1836 to 1838 ; a member of the House of

Delegates and of the Executive Council. He
died in Cecil County Juno 30, 1818, aged sixty-

eight years.
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The political character of the Maryland representation in the Lower House
of Congress was unchanged, being six democrats to three federalsd Edward
Johnson was re-elected mayor of Baltimore City.

Tlie plan adopted by the government, at the commencement of the war,

was to garrison and defend the sea-coast by the State militia, aided, if neces-

sary, by a few regular troops
;
the whole to be under the command of officers

iji the regular army, stationed at the most important points. The regular

forces thus relieved, together with such volunteers as could be procured,

and the militia, were*to attack the British posts in Upper Canada. To carry

out tl^ese plans, William Hull, governor of the Michigan territory, had been

appointed a brigadier-general, and, on the 25th of May, took command of

the northwestern troops, destined for the invasion of Canada. After various

slight engagements with British and Indians, he arrived at Detroit, where

he was joined by a few militia. Depending on the co-operation of General

Dearborn, who had been appointed commander of the northwestern army,

on the 12th of July, he crossed the Niagara Biver, about three miles below

the town of Detroit, and established his headquarters at Sandwich, a village

on the opposite bank, where he issued a proclamation, offering fraternity,

peace and liberty to the Canadians who would remain at home, and

threatening the utmost severities of war to those found with the Indians.

In a few days, however, he retired, with a dispirited and disgusted army,

before the advancing force of General Brock. Taking refuge in the* fortress

of Detroit, he disgracefully surrendered it on the 16th of August, 1812,

with all the public stores, property and documents of every kind.

While these events were occurring, Maryland was busily engaged in arm-

ing, equipping and sending forward her quota of troops. To enable the

government to use the regular troops on the frontier, a portion of the militia

of the State was called into service, in the pay of the State, to garrison the

forts of Annapolis and Baltimore. For this duty a sufficient number volun-

teered their services. In Baltimore, the fortifications were manned by

the city militia, and every preparation made to resist an attack. Cap-

tains Collins and S. Sterett’s companies of Baltimore militia were sent to

Annapolis to garrison Fort Madison, then under the charge of Lieutenant-

Colonel Small of the 39th regiment Maryland iVLlitia. The “ Homespun

Volunteer Company,” of Hagerstown, commanded by Captain Thomas Quan-

trill, was sent on the same service. While protecting our own ports, the

army of invasion Avas not neglected, for Avithin six Aveeks after the declara-

tion of Avar, Captain Nathan ToAVSon,^ Avith a company of A^olunteer artillery

from Baltimore City and County, marched nortliAvard to join the second

1 Those were : First district, General Philip fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh districts were

Stuart ;
second, Joseph Kent ; third, Alexander Democrats.

C. Hanson (late of the Federal liepublican) ;
^ Nathan Towson was born in Baltimore

fourth, Samuel Ringgold ; fifth, Alexander County, January 22, 1784 ; and, previous to the

McKim and N. R. Moore; sixth, Stevenson AV^ar of 1812
,
commanded a company of voiun-

Archer; seventh, Robert AA' right; eighth, Charles teer artillery, and was adjutant of the 7th Mary-

Goldsborough. The members from the second, land Regiment. On the 12th of March, 1812,
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regiment of artilleiy, commanded by Colonel Winfield Scott. And after the

defeat and capture of General Hull, the spirit of the people of Maryland

was aroused, and every exertion was made to prosecute the Avar and make
amends for the disgrace. A number of companies tendered their services

to the President, but OAving to the miserable state of the federal finances, their

services Avere not accepted until the State could provide for their comfort.

In the City of Baltimore, nearly a regiment Avas sent

forAvard under the command of Colonel William H.

Winder, “and the most ample funds,” says Niles’

Register, “ are provided from the liberal purses of

our citizens, to supply them Avith every necessary to

their leaving home. About fifteen thousand dollars

have been subscribed for this purpose, and any rea-

sonable sum may be obtained in addition, if the

service shall require it. Several gentlemen subscribed

fiA'e hundred dollars each.” ^ On the 5th of October,

another company of volunteers, consisting of one hun- gen. natiian toavson.

dred rank and file, under the command of Captain Stephen H. Moore, marched
from Baltimore, to join Colonel Winder. “ Perhaps no body of men ” says

Mr. Niles, “Avere ever better calculated and provided for the service expected

of them. They Avere fitted out in the most substantial manner by the munifi-

cent patriotism of the people of Baltimore, Avith every necessary
;
and Avere,

besides, presented Avith an elegant flag by the patriotic ladies of the seventh

Avard.”^

While Maryland Avas thus sustaining the honor and laws of the United

States, the constituted authorities of Massachusetts, legislature, gwernor, and

judiciary, unanimously resolved that their militia Avere not liable to be called

out Avhen the President of the United States thought necessary, nor could 'he

he was appointed a captain in the 2d United
States Artillery, and, on October 8, was brevet-

ted major “ for capturing? the enemy’s brig Cale-

donia under the guns of Fort Erie.” He was
engaged in the battle of Queenstown, in the

capture of Fort George, the aifair at Stony
Creek, and, on the 17th of July, 1813, he was
wounded in repelling an attack of the British

on the outworks of Fort George, Upper Canada.
During the campaign of 1814, Towson com-
manded a battery in one of the divisions of

General Brown’s army. Being attached to the
brigade of Scott, he participated in the capture
of Fort Erie, July 4, and was detailed with his

battery to bring on the battle of Chippewa. In
this conflict, Towson bore a conspicuous part,

and contributed greatly to the success of the
day. In the obstinately contested battle of
Niagara, July 25—the hardest fought and most
sanguinary of the war—Captain Towson was in

the front rank from first to last. August 15th,

he performed a most important part, and, in the

defence of Fort Erie, elicited from General
Ripley the highest encomiums on his skill and
valor. In May, 1816, “ for distinguished and
gallant conduct in the conflict at Chippewa,”
5th of July, 1814, he was made major and
brevetted lieutenant-colonel. xVt the close of

the war he was retained, in May, 1815, in the

light artillery, and on the 28th of August,

1819, was appointed paymaster-general. On
June 1, 1821, he was appointed colonel of the

second artillery, but was negatived by the Senate.

On May 8, 1822, he was re-appointed paymaster-

general and brevetted brigadiei’-general June
30, 1834. On May 30, 1848, he was brevetted

major-general “for meritorious conduct, partic-

ularly in the performance of his duties in

prosecuting the war with Mexico.” In 1816, he

married Sophia, daughter of Caleb Bingham, of

Boston, and died at AA'ashington, D. C., Julj'

20, 1854.
1 Volume iii., p. 25.

2 Ibid., p. 79.
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depute his authority to command them. In addition, they upheld resistance

to the war loans, and asserted that militia cannot be lawfully marched beyond
the frontiers of their own State

;
which would have made joint operations with

the regular troops impossible. Finally, Josiah Quincy, who had represented

Boston in Congress, and said that the United States could not be kicked into

a war, in his place, as a member of the Senate of Massachusetts, moved a

resolution, that in a Avar waged like ours, Avithout sufficient cause, and prose-

cuted in a manner indicating that conquest and ambition Avere its real motiA’es,

it Avas unbecoming a moral and religious people to express any approbation of

military or naval exploits, not immediately connected with the defence of our
coast and soil.^

To Avipe aAvay the disgrace of Hull’s surrender. General Stephen Van
Rensselaer induced General Dearborn to make another expedition into

Canada. While the preparations Avere in progress, a daring and successful

exploit Avas performed near Buffalo, that did honor to those engaged in it, and
infused neAv spirit into the army. The heroes of this exploit Avere tAvo

gallant sons of Maryland—Lieutenant Jesse Duncan Elliott,^ of the United
States Navy, and Captain Nathan, of the Engineer Corps, (2nd Regiment of

Artillery). On the 7th of September, Lieutenant Elliott received orders to

join General Van Rensselaer on Lake Erie, and consult

Avith him as to “the best position to build, repair and
fit for service ” such vessels as might be required to

command the lake, and, after deciding on such a place,

to “purchase any number of merchant A'essels or boats

that might be converted into vessels of AA^ar or gun-

boats.’’ He Avas also instructed by Commodore
Chauncey, to construct seA^ral armed A^ssels. Elliott,

AA'ho Avas then but twenty-seven years of age, immedi-

ately set about to accomplish his mission, and soon
LIEUTENANT ELLIOTT, aftci* sclectcd Black Rock about tAvo miles beloAV Buf-

falo, as the place to build a fleet for the defence of Lake Erie. AVhile

1 Ing-ersoll, i., p. 03.

2 JessG Duncan Elliott was born in Maryland,
July 14, 1782, and educated at Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania, and studied law. He was appointed a

midshipman in the United States navj% in April,

1804 : lieutenant, April 23, 1810 ; master, July

24, 1813 ; captain, March 27, 1818. He served

in the A>sex. Captain Barron, during the Tri-

l)olitan AVar, and in that of 1812-15 served on
the lakes, under Chauncey and Perry. For the

capture of the British brigs Detroit and Vale-

donia on Lake Erie, he was presented by Con-
gress with a sword. Tn the attack upon York,
Upper Canada, July 24, 1813, he commanded
the Madison, and was highly commended. In

Perry’s famous victory on Lake Erie, Septem-
ber 10, 1813, Elliott commanded the Niagara
(twenty guns), and for his conduct received a

gold medal from Congress. A court-martial.

appointed at his request, in consequence of in-

sinuations to his disparagement, pronounced
him “a brave and skillful officer.” He suc-

ceeded Perry in the command on Lake Erie, in

October, 1813; joined Decatur’s Mediterranean
squadron, in the sloop Ontario, early in 1815;
from 1817 to 1824 was a commissioner to select

sites for dockyards, lighthouses and fortifica-

tions for the coast of North Carolina. He com-
manded the AA"est India squadron, in 1829-32 ;

in 1833, took charge of the Charlestown (Massa-

chusetts) navy-jmrd, and afterwards, in the

Constitntion, cruised several years in the Medi-

terranean. On his return, he was court-mar-

tialled, and suspended four years. A part of

this sentence was remitted, and in 1844 he was
appointed to the Philadelphia navy-yard, where
he died, December 10, 1845.
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engaged here on the 8th of October, two British armed brigs, the Caledonia

and Detroit, came down the lake from Malden and anchored under the guns

of Fort Erie. Elliott immediately conceived a plan for their capture, and

readily obtained the consent of General Smyth, his commanding officer, to

lend his aid. Captain Nathan Towson was detailed with fifty of his Mary-

land volunteers for the service, and General Smyth in a “ confidential ” note

to Colonel Winder of the 14th Eegiment,^ then encamped near Buffalo, said

:

‘‘Be pleased to turn out the hardy sailors in your regiment, and let them
appear under the care of a non-commissioned officer, in front of my quarters

precisely at three o’clock this evening. Send also, all the pistols, swords

and sabres you can borrow, at the risk of the lenders, and such public

swords as you have.”^

The expedition was fitted out in two boats
;
one under the command of

Lieutenant Elliott, who had with him Lieutenant Koacli of the engineers,

and Lieutenant Presstman^ of Baltimore, to command the infantry; the

other under the command of Sailing-Master Watts, Avith tAventy sailors, and

tAventy-eight artillerists, under Captain Toavsou. The jdan Avas to ascend

the lake Avith muffled oars, drop doAvn Avith the current, make a simulta-

neous attack upon the tAvo brigs Avhich lay under the cover of the guns of

the fort, and carry them by boarding. All preparations being made, the

expedition embarked at midnight on the 9th of October, and at three o’clock

on the morning of the 10th, the sharp crack of a pistol folloAA'ed by the

flash and roll of a Amlley of musketry, a dead silence and the moving of tAvo

dark objects doAvn the river, proclaimed that the enterprise had been

successful.'^

In ascending the lake, the boat AAdiich carried Toaa^sou got ahead, and

lost sight of the other
;
and AAns hailed and fired at by the Detroit, Avhich lay

highest up the lake. Sailing-Master lYatts supposing that his pilot had not

kept near enough to the shore to make a successful attack upon the Caledonia,

ordered him to pass that vessel
;
but Toavsou assumed the command of the

boat, and peremptorily ordered the pilot to lay her alongside of that vessel.

This order AA^as executed Avithout opposition, and in a feAv seconds. In

attempting to fasten the grapplings, all missed their aim but one, and the

boat necessarily fell astern, exposed to a severe and destructive fire from the

cabin, AvindoAvs and deck of the brig. The boat, hoAve\nr, Avas soon hauled

alongside, and in less than tAvo minutes, the Caledonia Avas boarded and carried.

1 “ This regiment was recruited in Baltimore

and vicinity.”—Niles’ Register., iv., p. 9.

2 Bossing’s War of 1812, p. 385. [Mr. Lossing

had the use of Colonel AVinder’s MS. papers.]

3 Stephen Wilson Presstman was born in Mary-
land, and appointed, on the 14th of April, 1812,

ensign of the 5th United States infantry, and in

July, second lieutenant. He was a volunteer

under Captain Towson in the capture of the

Caledonia brig, and adjutant in 1814. In May,
1814, he was promoted to first lieutenant, and

in the attack on La Cole Mill, March 30, 1814,

was severely wounded. He was brigade major
to Brigadier-General Bissell, and distinguished

himself in the affair at Lyon’s Creek. At the

close of the war, in May, 1815, he was retained

in the 7th United States infantry, but de-

clined the honor and left the service.

* “In less than ten minutes,” wrote Elliott,

“ I had the prisoners all seized, the topsails

sheeted home, and the vessels under weigh.”
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The attention of the Detroit was so closely engaged by these proceedings,

that the approach of Lieutenant Elliott, in the other boat, was not observed;

so that he was enabled to carry that vessel without loss, and with but little

difficulty. Both brigs were immediately got under way, and both unfortu-

nately grounded on the Niagara Kiver, within point-blank shot of the Canada

shore. Advantage was taken of this disaster by the enemy, who, as soon as

day dawned, brought up a few field-pieces, and opened a fire on the brigs.

The sailing-master and pilot left the vessel, with the prisoners, about sunrise.

Captain Towson remained on board, took out the greater part of the cargo

(consisting of furs), and succeeded in getting the brig afloat about sunset;

but not being versed in navigation, and all the sailors except two having

deserted in landing the cargo, he ran aground a second time near Squaw
Island. In the night. Colonel Schuyler, who had just taken the command at

Black Bock, received intelligence that General Brock had crossed the Niagara

below with a formidable force, and was marching to attack him. Lieutenant

Elliott, after destroying the Detroit, sent an officer with this information to

Captain Towson, with combustibles, and an order to set fire to the brig.

Towson would not permit this order to be executed
;
but, believing his pres-

ence with his company necessary in the event of an attack on shore, he left

a faithful non-commissioned officer and two men on bokrd, with orders to fire

and abandon her if it should appear that the enemy were likely to succeed in

forcing the troops to retire to the main body at Flint Hill. This did not

happen
;
General Brock had not crossed the Niagara, as reported; and thus,

by the judicious management of Captain Towson, was the Caledonia reserved

to make one of the gallant Perry’s victorious fleet. In this brilliant affair

the Americans lost two killed and five wounded. ^

The projected invasion of Canada resulted in the battle of Queenstown,

in which the Marylanders, under Towson, bore a conspicuous part. This

expedition, however, resulted in a failure which General Smythe attempted to

atone for by organizing another for the same object. lie gave orders on the

25th of November, for “the whole army to be ready to march at a moments

warning.” Everything being in readiness, an advance was embarked near

Buffalo, in two divisions, at three in the morning, on November 29, 1812.

The first division, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Boerstler, with

about two hundred men of Colonel Winder’s regiment, in eleven boats, was

to cross over the river about five miles below Fort Erie, capture the guard

stationed there, kill or take the artillery horses, and, with the prisoners if

any, return to the American shore. The second division was under the

command of Captain King, with one hundred and fifty regular soldiers, and

seventy sailors under Lieutenant Angus, in ten boats, was to cross higher

1 In his report of this eng-a^cment, dated Oc- fantry . . . for their soldier-like conduct,

tober 9, 1812, Captain Elliott said :
“ To my In a word, sir, every man fought as if with

officers and men, I feel under great obligation. hearts animated only by the interest and honor
To Captain Towson ... of the 2d Regiment of their country.”

of artillery, and Ensign Presstman, of the in-
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up the river at the “ Ked House,” aud storm the British batteries. Colonel

AVinder was to remain on the American side to give directions. At the

appointed hour the boats started for their respective destinations. King^s

division, when within about a quarter of a mile from the shore, was discovered

by the enemy, who opened upon him with such effect as to compel six

of his boats to return. The other four made good their landing and forth-

with carried the British batteries by storm. But the enemy came upon them
from distant stations, and with no more help from General Smythe, these

gallant men were soon overpowered, Sailing-Master AYatts killed, and their

commander taken prisoner, the rest getting back to the American side of the

river in great confusion. Boerstler and his party, in the meantime, had been

placed in great danger.

The firing upon King had aroused the enemy all along the river bank,

and they were on the alert. Mr. Lossing says :

“ Boerstler’s boats became separated in the darkness. Seven of them landed above

the bridge to be destroyed, while four others that approached the designated landing

place, were driven off by a party of the enemy. Boerstler landed boldly alone, under

fire from a foe of unknown numbers, and drove them to the bridge at the point of the

bayonet. Orders were then given for the destruction of that structure, but, owing to the

confusion at the time of landing, the axes had been left in the boat. The bridge was
only partially destroyed, and one great object of this advance party of the invading army
was not accomplished. Boerstler was about to return to his boats and recross the river,

because of the evident concentration of troops to that point in overwhelming numbers,

when he was compelled to form his lines for immediate battle. Intelligence came from

the commander of the boat-guard that they had captured two British soldiers, who
informed them that the whole garrison at Fort Erie was approaching, and that the

advance guard w^as not five minutes distant. This intelligence was correct. Darkness

covered everything, and Boerstler resorted to stratagem when he heard the tramp of the

approaching foe. He gave commanding orders in a loud voice, addressing his subordi-

nates as field officers. The British were deceived. They believed the Americans to be

in much greater force than they really were. A collision immediately ensued in the

gloom. Boerstler ordered the discharge of a single volley, and then a bayonet charge.

The enemy broke and fled in confusion, and Boei'stler crossed the river without anno}'-

ance.” ^

Colonel AYinder, with a party of two hundred and fifty men, in attempt-

ing to re-enforce the troops on the Canada shore, was prevented by the

rapidity of the current and floating ice, and obliged to return to the Amer-
ican side.

The two following days were employed in preparations for a second attempt.

Finally, however. General Smythe, to the universal disappointment, chagrin

and indignation, again and finally revoked the whole plan, ordered the vol-

unteers to go home, the regular troops into winter-quarters, and thus ended

the discreditable campaign of 1812, without a gleam of consolation.

Thus far the Avar had gone against us on land, though at sea Ave proA'ed a

match for Britannia in both skill and courage. And here no State did more

1 War of 1812, p. 429.
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or reaped more honor than Maryland. Here the war had been popular from

the first
;
and so soon as it was declared, Maryland privateers swarmed the

seas, attacking not only the commerce of the enemy, hut her armed vessels.

Had the brave commanders of these adventurous cruisers been in the federal

service, their names would have been placed high in the roll of honor; but

as it is, the names of Barney, Boyle, Stafford, Murphy, Wilson, AViscott, Pratt,

Southcomb, Veasy, Levely, Grant, Dawson, Moore, Richardson and a host of

others, have been almost or cpiite forgotten; and neither does the storied

marble commemorate, nor the historic page record, the gallant services that,

by crippling the enemy’s navy, contributed so much to our success.

It is well-known to those Americans who lived through the AVar of 1812,

and to all students of the history of tlie time, that the privateers and

letters-of-marque were the great thorn in the side of our inveterate enemy

;

that they harassed and annoyed their adversaries in every quarter of the globe,

and even at the entrance of their own ports in old England itself. They
fought and captured ships and vessels off the North Cape, in the British and

Irish Channels, on the coasts of Spain and Portugal, in the East and AVest

Indies, off the Capes of Good Hope and Horn, and in the Pacific Ocean. In

a word, they w^ere harassing and annoying British trade and commerce where-

ever a ship could float; they took and destroyed millions of property, and

were, beyond all doubt, chief instruments in bringing about a permanent

peace. ^

When the war was declared, we had not many sharp, fast-sailing clipper

vessels suited for privateers and letters-of-marque. There were, however, a

few in Baltimore and some other Atlantic ports, and these were brigs and

schooners which had been employed in a sort of forced running trade to

France and the AVest India Islands. These were forthwith dispatched to sea

in search of British merchantmen
;
for a Baltimore paper of July 4th, mentions

that “several small, swift privateers will sail from the United States in a few

days. Some have already been sent to sea, and many others of a larger class,

better fitted and better equipped, will soon follow.” Mr. Niles, on Saturday,

July 11th, says :
“ From Baltimore there will, in a few days, be at sea twelve

or fifteen of the fastest sailing, and best found and appointed vessels in the

w’orld, carrying from ten to sixteen guns each, and from eighty to one hundred

and twenty men.” ^ On the Sunday following, “ seven privateers sailed from

Baltimore
;

” and within four months after the declaration of war her wealthy

merchants had sent to sea forty-two armed vessels, carrying about three

hundred and thirty guns and from two thousand eight hundred to three

thousand men.

Among the most notable engagements by the privateers of Baltimore w^e

may mention the following: “On the 18th of July, the letter-of-marque

schooner Falcon, belonging to Baltimore, on her passage from Boston to

Bordeaux, with four guns and sixteen men, when on the coast of France, was

1 Chronicles of Baltimore, p. 354. Coggeshall. ^ Register, ii., p. 319.
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engaged with the British cutter Hero, with five guns and fifty men, for two

hours and a half, and finally beat her off, with considerable loss on both

sides, after repulsing the enemy three times in his attempt to board. On
the next day the E\tlcon was attacked by a British privateer of six guns

and forty men, and although considerably injured by her engagement with

the cutter the day previous, the privateer commenced a heavy fire on the

Falcon, which she bravely returned for an hour and a half, when the cap-

tain and several of the crew of the Falcon being wounded, she was carried

by boarding while her colors were still flying.”

Extracts from the journal of the privateer Glohe, of Baltimore : “July

81st, saw a sail, to which we gave chase, and in about three hours were

within gun-shot, when we commenced firing. She hoisted British colors,

and returned fire with her stern-chasers—two long nines—which was con-

tinued for about forty minutes against our long nine (midships), that being

the only gun we could get to bear, as it was blowing fresh and she crowded

all sail. When we got close enough we began to fire broadsides (charged

with round shot double-shotted, and then Avith langrage and round) which

she returned, broadside for broadside. When Ave got Avithin musket-shot and

fired several volleys into her she struck, after a brisk engagement of an hour

and a half. She proA^ed to be the English letter-of-marque ship Boyd, from

XeAV Providence for Liverpool, laden Avith coffee, dye-Avoods and cotton,

mounting ten guns, viz., two long nines, tAvo short tAA^elves and six long sixes.

Put a prize-master and eight men on board, and ordered her to Baltimore

—

but she arrived at Philadelphia.”

Among those Avho Avent to sea at an early period Avas Commodore Barney,

in the schooner Rossie, After a short but successful cruise he arrived in

Baltimore on the 10th of November. During his absence he captured thirty-

six hundred and ninety-eight tons of shipping, A^alued at upAvards of $1,500,000

and tAvo hundred and seventeen prisoners.

On the 28th of September the privateer Xonsiccli, of Baltimore, Captain

Levely, carrying tAvelve tAvelve-pound carronades, and betAveen eighty and

ninety men, fell in Avith a ship and a schooner, under British colors, off Mar-

tinique—the ship carrying sixteen eighteen-pound carronades and tAvo hun-

dred men, including soldiers; and the schooner six four-pounders and sixty

men. “ When Avithin range of the ship she gave us a broadside. We bore

down upon her and hoisted American- colors, and returned ten broadsides,

accompanied each time Avith a heavy volley of musketry, the ship and schooner

keeping up a heavy fire upon us Avith their great guns and musketry. The
engagement lasted three hours and tAventy minutes, Avhen the bolts and breech-

ings of our guns, fore and aft, AA^ere carried aAvay, both sides. We could then

only use our musketry, or Ave should certainly have captured them both. AVe

dismounted several of the ship’s guns, and damaged her very much in her

hull and rigging. From the confusion Avhich appeared on board, Ave judge

that Ave must have killed and Avounded a considerable number of men; she

3—V. iii.
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bore aAvay for Martinico
;
we, being much crippled in our sails and rigging,

could not pursue her. The Nonsuch lost, during the action, one officer killed

(Mr. Wilkinson), and three seamen (Samuel Christian, Lewis Kiley and David

McCarthy), they had also six seamen wounded. The British lost seven killed

and sixteen wounded.”

While Captain John Murphy, in the privateer Glohe, was cruising off the

coast of Portugal, he fell in with an Algerine sloop-of-war, and a severe

engagement followed. After a short contest for a period of three hours, at

half gun-shot distance, the sloop of war was driven off.^

Great Britain, at the time the United States declared war, was straining

her powers to the utmost in her struggle with France, and her statesmen

could give but little attention or assistance to a remote and comparatively

insignificant conflict on this side of the Atlantic. Nearly seven months,

therefore, elapsed before England adopted any offensive measures. The first

notice we received of any action in that direction, was the passage of an order

in council on the 26th of December, 1812, declaring the ports and harbors of

the Chesapeake and Delaware Bays to be in a state of vigorous blockade.

British naval forces on the American coasts and stations, did not appear in

any formidable numbers, till the 4th of February, 1813, when Admiral

Cockburn entered the Virginia Capes and took possession of Hampton Loads,

with four ships of the line, six frigates and several smaller vessels of war. In

the course of the spring, this force was increased, and on the 20th of March,

1813, the whole coast of the United States was declared to be in a state of

blockade, with the exception of Ehode Island, Massachusetts and New Hamp-
shire. Thus was British vengeance inflicted on those States which refused to

make peace except on honorable terms, and favor shown to those who were

clamorous for peace upon almost any conditions.

In the meantime the blockading squadron under Admiral Cockburn kept

harassing the shores of the Chesapeake with marauding expeditions, plunder-

ing and burning farm houses, carrying off negroes and arming them

against their, masters, capturing and destroying in every direction the light

vessels and fishing boats in their reach. The country on each side of the bay

exposed to these inroads was thinly settled, and it was difficult to concentrate

a sufficient force at one point in time to be eflective against the marauders,

though in a few instances they were severely punished.

Four days after the arrival of the British fleet in Lynn Haven Bay, on

the 8th of February, the letter-of-marque schooner Lottery, Captain John

Southcomb, of Baltimore, bound for France, with six guns and twenty-eight

men, was attacked by nine boats containing two hundred and forty men from

the British squadron. Captain Southcomb with his brave companions

gallantly sustained the attack for two hours and thirty minutes, during which

time it was supposed that more Englishmen were killed and wounded than

the whole crew of the schooner. The captain was wounded by five musket

1 Coggeshairs History of American Privateers.
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balls, one of which passed through his body, and llnding that he had
exhausted all his amunition, and that the enemy swarmed on his deck, he

deemed further resistance a useless waste of brave men’s lives and surrendered.

The enemy had already pulled down the colors themselves. Captain South-

comb was taken on board the British frigate Belvuhra, where he soon after

died, and Captain K. Byron kindly sent his body with a letter of condolence, in

which his conduct was spoken of in terms befitting a gallant enemy, to his

friends in Norfolk, where he was buried on the 16th of February, witli grand

military and naval honors. He was in the twenty sixth year of his age.

On the 3d of April, the British seventy-four St. Domingo, three frigates,

two brigs, one schooner and two pilot-boat tenders anchored off the mouth
of Kappahanock Kiver, for the purpose of attacking the privateer schooner

Dolphin, of Baltimore, Captain W. S. Stafford, of ten guns, two letters-

of-marcpie bound for France, and one for Savannah. While anchored

in the river, these vessels were attacked by seventeen British launches and

tenders containing about forty men each. Two of the letter-of-marque

schooners were soon taken with slight resistance, while the other ran aground

near the shore. The Dolphin, however, bore the brunt of the action, and the

whole force of the enemy was soon brought to bear upon her. Mr. Niles

says, “ it was indeed, a desperate fighi^ against fearful odds ! The
contest was sustained for two hours, with a gallantry peculiar to American

sailors. The enemy finally succeeded in boarding, but the fight was not

done. On the Dolphin's deck the battle lasted fifteen minutes
;
when over-

whelmed by numbers, the brave Stafford submitted; the enemy sometime

before having pulled down his colors. It appears very certain that the

British had fifty-nine killed and wounded in the affray.” ^

The Governor of Maryland, on the first arrival of the enemy in the

bay, and at every subsequent period of the war, manifested the deejDest solici-

tude for the common defence. As early as the 5th of March, 1813, he addressed

a letter to the secretary of war, stating the defenceless condition of Anna-
polis, in which he said :

“ There are at present very few men at either of the

forts, and in case of attack it would be impracticable to afford timely aid to

Fort Madison. As it is important to be prepared in case of a visit from the

enemy, we have thought proper to address you upon the subject, and beg to

be informed what force it is contemplated by the general government to send

to this place.” Eeceiving no reply from this letter, he again, on the 20th of

the same month, addressed another letter to the secretary of war, in which he

said

:

“ We had the honor to address you some weeks since upon the subject of the defence-

less situation of the forts at this place, and with a request to be informed what aid was
contemplated to be afforded to it by the general government. We also deem it to be our

duty to represent that other parts of the State are equally defenceless and unprotected, and
in many quarters incursions of the enemy and depredations to a considerable extent may

Register., iv., p. 119.
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b3 made. In this situation we must repeat our anxiety to be informed what protection on

any emergency may be expected from the general government; what regular forces can

be furnished; and in the event of the militia of the State being called out for its defence^

whether the expenses will be defrayed by the United States.”

On the 27th of March, the secretary answered that “ one battalion of the

drafted militia is ordered for the particular defence of the City of Annapolis

—that a strong body of militia had been organized by the orders of the

Executive of the United States, for the protection of Baltimore; and should

there be any new evidence of annoyance from the enemy additional measures

will be taken.”

On the 23d of March, a memorial was presented to the governor and
council by a committee acting in behalf of the inhabitants of Easton, repre-

senting the defenceless state of that town, and their apprehensions of danger

from the British squadron in Lynn Haven Bay, and suggesting that arms be

furnished them, and the militia called out. Governor Winder^ forwarded the

memorial to the secretary of war, accompanied with a letter in which he

said; By the laws of Maryland, in case of invasion or threatened invasion,

the brigadier-general or the commanding officer of the place invaded or

threatened to be invaded, has power to call out the militia
;
and it was the

opinion of this Executive, that no step within its power to take could give to

the inhabitants of that place further security. AVe thought it due, however,

to the memorialists, to represent their situation to the general government

;

and would beg leave to observe that the town of Easton, being a place in

which many of the public records are lodged, and in which too, there is an

armory of the State, it is of importance that every protection and security

which can be afforded to it by either government, should promptly be given.”

To this the secretary replied, saying that it was impossible to place troops at

all points threatened, and suggesting that the armory be removed.

This refusal of the Federal Government to render that assistance which

Maryland was fully justified in demanding, and which had been freely granted

to other States, created much indignation, as it was looked upon as a piece of

political vengeance. The papers teemed with angry articles.

“ ‘Virginia,’ said one, ‘ has but to ask, and she receives
;
but Maryland, for her late

political disobedience, is denied those means of defence which she has a right, by the

Constitution of the United States, to demand. To Virginia the general government

stands pledged for the payment of all expenses incurred by necessary preparations for

defence, while Maryland is told that she has too many vulnerable points to expect com-

plete protection, and therefore she must take care of herself in the best manner she can.’

“ Appropriations to a large amount have been made for the protection of New York,

although she was acknowledged by military men to be better secured against invasion of

the enemy than any other section of the Union.

1 Levin Winder was born in Somerset County, 1812 he was Speaker of the House of Deleg’ates,

Maryland, and upon the breaking out of the and from 1812 to 1815 was governor of the

Revolution espoused the cause of his country. State. In 1816 he was a member of the Senate,

On April 17, 1777, he was appointed major of and was also a general of militia and grand-

the fourth Maryland regiment, and was lieu- master of Masons of Maryland, He died in

tenant-colonel at the close of the war. Before Baltimore July 7, 1819, aged sixty-three years.
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“ Thus the general government defrays the expenses incurred by one State, makes

large appropriations to another, but to a third, which is far more critically situated than

either, she denies the means of protection.”

In the spring of 1813, the enemy’s naval force left their anchorage at Lynn

Haven, and moved up the Chesapeake Bay. A general alarm was excited

amongst the inhabitants of its shores
;
and unused as they were to a state of

war, the first demonstrations of outrage and the system of plunder and

destruction which Cockburn began, were of a nature to terrify a people who

had so long enjoyed tranquillity and peace. But the people of Maryland,

though agitated, were not dismayed, and they rallied for the defence of their

homes and firesides, without waiting for the formalities of a requisition from

the general government. Cut oT even from access to their own executive

head, they were embodied at the discretion of their militia officers, according

to the militia laws of the State.

About the first of April, the enemy moving up the bay, and as he

advanced, sending his tenders and barges into most of the navigable inlets,

the case of invasion or threatened invasion occurred at almost every point

;

and parties of militia were hastily formed to repel it, and disbanded when

the danger seemed past. Much anxiety was felt for Annapolis, and whenever

it seemed threatened the governor called out the militia and removed the

records, while he again and again represented its danger to the Federal

government.

On the 16th of April, the fleet threatened the city of Baltimore, which

was ‘‘pointed out for military execution in papers published by citizens of

the United States,” and the jealousies and animosities of other cities 'scarcely

concealed their joy of her impending ruin. A Philadelphia paper said

:

“ Many of our cities, and especially Baltimore, are now in a rigid state of

blockade. The enemy holds us at his mercy, and can injure if not destroy

our defenceless towns
;
and why he abstains from injuring us as much as he

might, is not owing to anything else, except to the magjianimity and lionora-

ble policy of the British nation^ so strictly observed towards other nations.

If the squadron remains six months as near Baltimore as it now is, many of

the inhabitants, and particularly the poor, will have to seek refuge in the

country. The people of the sioindlmg city of Baltimore are now much
alarmed and apprehensive of suffering great injury from that nation whose

enmity they, in part, causelessly brought upon the country.” After referring

to the riots of the previous year the writer continues: “Who would pity such

a city and its ill-fated inhabitants ? Baltimore has brought the curse

of Heaven upon itself, and has last summer prevented the law from

giving protection to the best of citizens. Leave Baltimore to itself and

let it make the best of its own situation.” ^ All which was an oratorical way

of saying that they would not be sorry to see the rapidly-growing commerce

of Baltimore receive a check.

1 Niles’ liegister., iv., pp. 87, 143, 166.
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Before this time the enemy had not attempted anything of great importance

except what was incidental to a mere blockade. Ent now the enemy stopped

all intercourse with the city by water, thereby cutting off an immensely valua-

ble trade, stinting the citizens of even their ordinary supplies of provision.

To crown all, says Mr. Niles, “internal foes of the city, co-operating with the

enemy, alarm those accustomed to deal with ns from the interior, and destroy

the whole trade and curtail the supplies for the subsistance of the people of

this populous city.” The total annihilation of trade, which threw out of

employment all classes of mechanics, and the exorbitant price of most of the

necessaries of life, compelled a great number of worthy people to choose

between emigration or dependence on charity.

While thus assailed by her enemies, and abandoned by those whom she

had considered her friends, it was a fortunate thing for Baltimore, that perfect

good feeling prevailed between the executive and the city, and that all classes-

of her citizens vied with each other in zeal for the common defence, and in

fortitude in bearing privation and loss. The State militia, also, was full of

patriotic ardor, promptly answered every call, and, except at islands, and some-

indefensible points, all the marauding expeditions, which, this year, infested

every inlet of the bay shore, were repelled or checked. Nothwithstanding the

serious political divisions among the people, but one spirit pervaded all

classes. Arms and ammunition were furnished by the executive to the

extent of its means, and all practicable measures of defence taken. This con-

stant occupation of the militia was in itself a serious calamity, as most of

those from the counties were farmers, and their absence from their lands at

this time, cut off all hope of the harvest which would be sorely needed.

The peculiar conformation of the State, penetrated by a great bay run-

ning up int) the land with numerous rivers and creeks, rendered her

assailable at numerous points by an enemy that commanded the water, and

could cut off direct communication between the two shores of the State, so

that a heavy blow might be struck before news of danger had reached the

State capital. Maryland had already been notified by the secretary of war

that she was to expect little, if any help from the Federal Government.

Nothing was then left her to depend on but her local militia. Yet, when

Maryland asked for the reimbursement of these expenses incurred in the

common defence, it was persistently refused.

In 1813 the government applied for a loan of $16,000,000, and notwith-

standing the great distress in Baltimore from the general suspension of busi-

ness, its patriotic merchants subscribed over $3,000,000.^ Besides liberal

1 On the 8th of December, 1774, a meeting of by subscription, or ‘‘ such other voluntary man-
deputies from all the counties of Maryland was ner” as might be thought most proper. The
held at Annapolis, chiefly for the purpose of apportionment of this sum amongst the coun-

adopting measures to support the proceedings ties at that period, according to their then sup-

of the “Continental Congress.” After passing posed wealth, compared with their quotas of

several patriotic resolutions, the convention the United States tax, as determined by Con-

. agreed to recommend to the several counties to gress in the Act levying the same in 1813, is a

raise the sum of £10,000 for public purposes, statistical curiosity

:
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individual subscriptions from the citizens/ the City Council, without w^aiting

for the preparations which might be made by the government for the defence

of the city, on the 13th of April passed the following resolution, wdiich w^as

approved by the Mayor

;

“Whereas, Edward Johnson, Esq., Mayor of the City of Baltimore, has hy his com-

munication of this day recommended to the City Council the appropriation of the sum of

twenty thousand dollars for the defence of the city, and the City Council deeming such

an appropriation of the city revenue highly laudable, and although not freed from diffi-

culty, under the corporate powers of the Mayor and City Council, yet yielding to the

urgency of the measure, from the imperfect state of the public defence, it is therefore

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars be, and the same
is hereby appropriated for the purpose of procuring a more effective and general

defence of the city of Baltimore, wdiich sum shall be drawn for by the Mayor and paid

out of any unappropriated money in the city treasury
;
or, if needful, the Mayor is hereby

authorized to obtain on loan the aforesaid sum from any one of the banks within the city,

the repayment of wdiich the Mayor and City Council hereby guarantee; the aforesaid

sum, or such part thereof as may be necessary, shall be expended under the direction of

the Mayor of the city, and Messrs. James Mosher, Luke Tiernan, Henry Payson, Dr. John
Campbell White, James A. Buchanan, Samuel Sterett and Thorndike Chase, or a majority

of them, wdio are hereby appointed a committee of supply for the purposes contemplated

by this resolution.”

This sum proving insufficient, a meeting of the citizens took place, wJio

advised a loan not exceeding $500,000, with an addition to the committee of

supply of Messrs. John E. Howard, George Warner, J. Kelso, Eobert Gilmor,

AVilliam Patterson, Messrs. Deshon and Burke.^

Counties. Assessment in 1774. Assessment in 1813.

St. Mary’s ..$600 00 $ 3,950 00
Charles 800 00 l6,740 00
Calvert . . 366 00 2,410 00
Prince George’s...... 833 00 7,690 00
Anne Arundel .. 866 00 9,810 00
Montgomery 5,110 00
Frederick CO00CO 00 14.170 00
Washington 7,372 00
Allegany 2,210 00
Baltimore .. 933 00 48,670 00
Harford . . 466 00 5,350 00
Worcester 00 4,910 00
Somerset 00 5,540 00
Dorchester .. 480 00 5,510 00
Caroline 358 00 2,250 00
Talbot .. 400 00 4,140 00
Oueen Ann’s , . 533 00 5,630 00
Kent 00 4,213 00
Cecil 00 5,950 00
The counties printed in italics were formed

since 1774. Montgomery was erected from
Anne Arundel and Frederick Counties; and
Washington and Allegany were taken entirely

from Frederick. The various comparisonsgrow-
ing out of this table, every one will make for

himself. The rapid rise of Baltimore, however,
claims attention. In 1774, St. Mary’s and Caro-

line together were supposed more valuable. In

1813, Baltimore was esteemed about eight times

more valuable than these counties, and was as-

sessed for more tax than St. Mary’s, Charles,

Calvert, Prince George’s, Anne Arundel, Mont-

gomery and Frederick, which were rated at five

times her value by the Convention of 1774.
> During the war of 1812, Isaac McKim, the

oldest son of John McKim, one of the founders

of the commerce of Baltimore, was in active

service as aide-de-camp to General Sam’l Smith,

commander-in-chief of the forces defending

Baltimore, and advanced $50,000 to the city to

aid in its defence.
2 The resistance to the war loans in New Eng-

land was vehement, as the newspapers teemed
with denunciation of such as should subscribe.

“ The subscribers to war loans,” said a popular

clergyman in Boston, “would be participators

in the unholy, unrighteous, wicked, abominable

and unnatural war.” “Let no one,” said a

newspaper, “dare to prostrate himself at the

altar, who wishes to continue the war by lend-

ing money. They are as much partakers in the

war as the soldier who thrusts the bayonet, and

the judgment of God will overtake them.”

[One might almost fancy he Avas reading Loav-

ell's Bigloxo Fapers on the Mexican War.]

“The universal sentiment is, that any man who
lends his money to the goA’ernment at the pres-
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In the meantime the people complained bitterly that they were driven to

the necessity of relying in times of danger on a few raw and undisciplined

militia, for the security of their lives and property. And in a letter to the

President, dated April 26th, 1813, Governor AVinder, after alluding to the

enemy landing on Sharp’s Island, and plundering the residence of Mr.

Jacob Gibson, says

:

“ AYe cannot close this communication without some observation upon the unpro-

tected and defenceless state in which many parts of Maryland are left. Applications

from various quarters are constantly pouring in upon us, and so far as the very limited

means within our power will enable us, we are endeavoring to afford protection. But
besides that, we have not sufficient arms and ammunition to supply the demands of every

section of the State. The unavoidable expenses of calling out the militia for its protec-

tion would greatly exceed the ability of the State government. By the Constitution of

the United States, the common defence is committed to the national government, which

is to protect each State against invasion, and to defray all the necessary expenses of a

national war; and to us it is a most painful reflection, that after every effort we have

made, or can make, for the security of our fellow citizens and their property, they have

little to rely on but the possible forbearance of the enemy. The capital of the State, not-

withstanding the late call of the militia, we are informed by the commanding officer, has

not a sufficient force for its protection. Indeed it must be obvious, that while there are

only twenty or thirty regulars stationed in its forts, the militia, in whatever force, cannot

give to it that protection it has a right to claim, and without which Maryland may be

essentially injured. A communication from the Secretary of AYar, some time since, gave

us to understand that a regiment of the troops to be raised under a late act of Congress

would be assigned to Maryland, and that a train of light artillery of fourteen pieces, would

be stationed north of the Potomac. AYe beg leave to urge the necessity of some immediate

aid being ordered to the seat of government, as well as other parts of this State. Any
delay may be of fatal consequences, as from the force which the enemy now has in our

bay, we have much to apprehend, unless other means of defence than those which we
now have are afforded to us.”

AVhile the enemy’s squadron was lying off the City of Baltimore, the

measures for defence went on with the greatest activity. The militia, under

the command of General Samuel Smith, erected a tvater-battery, mounted

with 42-pounders, and built furnaces for heating shot. Look-out or

signal boats were established far down the Patapsco, and cavalry, infantry

and artillery were stationed along the shores of the river and bay with ‘‘ a code

of signals.” Fort McHenry was strengthened by the mounting of a number

of 32-pounders, and Colonel AVadsworth, of the United States engineers,

Avas laying off other fortifications. Several old hulks were stationed in the

river for the purpose of being sunk in the channel if necessary.

“
‘ The day (16th April) on which the enemy appeared,’ says Mr. Niles, ‘ was a proud

day for Baltimore. It was astonishing to perceive the animation of the people on the

firing of the alarm gun. Only one spirit prevailed. There was no fear but the fear of

ent time, will forfeit all claim to common hon- was the intimidation leveled at all who ventured
esty and common courtesy among- all true to subscribe. The loans were, nevertheless,

friends to the country.” Advertisements ap- taken in New York, Philadelphia and Balti-

peared in Boston newspapers, promising to con- more.—Tngersoll, i., p. 62.

ceal the names of subscribers to the loans ; such
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being too late on duty
;
no party but to repel the enem 3^ This generous feeling went

through all ranks of society. We have perfect harmony, (if such a thing can be) and the

din of arms has not disturbed the quiet of the citizen. The place is profoundly' tranquil.

The marching of the volunteers occasions no bustle. All things are done in decency and

order.’ On the evening of that day they captured two packets from Baltimore bound to

Queenstown. The packet boat Patapsco was captured by the enemy’s small boats off

North Point, with the mail, a large number of passengers, and over $2,000 in specie. The
passengers were detained over night, under guard, and on the following day were put on

board of an old boat, with scarcely any provisions and no v'ater, to make the best of their

way to Queenstown with ‘ a permit from the admiral.’
”

After plundering Sharp’s, Poole’s, Tilghman’s and Poplar Islands, in the

latter part of April, Rear Admiral Cockburn made expeditions for the

deslruction of the towns and villages at the head of the bay. On the 29th

of April, thirteen British barges, manned by about four hundred armed men
under the command of Lieutenant Westphall, of the Marlhorongh, made an

attack on Frenchtown nearly opposite Elkton in Cecil County.^ The only

defenders were some stage-drivers and wagoners and a few militia from

Elkton. The fortifications consisted of a small redoubt, upon which were

mounted four small four-pounders that had been used in the Revolution. The
garrison fought manfully, but after repulsing the enemy twice, they were

compelled to retire before overwhelming numbers. The wharf, fishery and

warehouses, with goods estimated at from $20,000 to $30,000, were plundered

and burnt, but no dwellings were injured. On the water, they destroyed five

small trading vessels. They then landed at White Hail and marched over to

the opposite battery, erected at Elk Landing, where, after the exchange of a

few shots, they “retired and embarked immediately.” The next scene of

plunder and devastation, was at Havre-de-Grace, in Harford County, on the

west side of the Susquehannab, about two miles from the head of the bay.

It was a thriving town, and contained about fifty houses, built mostly of

wood. For some time the enemy were expected, and upon the high bank just

below the town, a battery was erected, on which one nine-pounder and tAVO

six-pounders were mounted. This was called the “ Potato Battery.” On the

loAver or Concord Point, Avhere the light house now stands, was a small

battery. On the morning of the 3d of May, Avhile the great body of the

inhabitants were yet in their beds, nineteen barges from the enemy’s squadron

suddenly appeared before the place, and, Avithoiit a moment’s notice, 02:)ened

a tremendous fire of shot, shells and rockets. The guns on higher Point

Comfort, manned by a few militia, opened upon them, and these were returned

by grapeshot from the enemy’s vessels. A lady, eye witness, writing to her

brother in Philadelphia in a letter dated May 7th, gives the folloAving account

of the destruction that folloived the bombardment:

^ The place, though called a town contained being the “stopping i)lace” of the “land and

only a few warehouses, a tavern, two or three water line of stages between Philadelphia and

dwelling houses, with a few stables and out- Baltimore.”

houses; deri\ing its whole importance from
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“On the report of guns we immediately jumped out of our. beds; and from the

top of the house could plainly see the balls and hear the cries of the inhabitants. We
ran down the road, and soon began to meet the distressed people, women and children

half naked
;
children enquiring for their parents, parents for their children, and wives

for their husbands. It appeared to us as if the whole town was on fire. I think this-

act, committed without any previous warning, has degraded the British flag.

“ The enemy robbed every house of everything valuable that could be carried away,

leaving not a change of raiment to one of ten persons
;
and what they could not take

conveniently they destroyed by cutting in pieces or breaking to atoms. The admiral

himself was present at this work of destruction, and gave orders for it to his otficers.

Mrs. John Rogers, (wife to the commodore) Mrs. William Pinkney and Mrs. Golds-

borough took shelter at Mr. Mark Pringle’s. When a detachment was sent up to burn

that elegant building Mrs. Goldsborough told the officer that she had an aged mother in

it, and begged it might be spared. The officer replied that he acted under the admiral,

and it would be necessary to obtain his consent. Mrs. G. returned with the officer and

detachment, and obtained the permission that the house should be spared; but when
she reached it, she found it on fire and met two men, one with a sheet, the other with a

pillow-case crammed full, coming out, which she could not then notice, but ran upstairs

and found a large wardrobe standing in the passage all in a flame. William Pinkney,

who was with her, and two of the marines by great exertion saved the house
;
but some

of the wretches, after that took the cover from the sofa in the front room and put coals in

it, and it was in flames before it was discovered. . . An officer put his sword through

a large elegant looking glass, attacked the windows, and cut out several sashes. They
cut hogs through the back, and some partly through, and then left them to run. Such

wanton barbarity among civilized people, I have never heard of.”

Another writer says

:

“ Men and officers were wantonly villainous and deliberately cruel and base. They
knowingly deprived women and children of all their clothing except what they had on

their backs, and destroyed such as they did not please to take away. At Havre-de-Grace,

a lady with an infant at the breast, horror-struck by the outrageous proceedings around

her, sat down in her house to wait the result. The babe was nestling in her bosom. The
savages entered like blood-hounds on their game. They assailed her with the language

of devils, and attacked her furniture like furies. They despoiled her and her child of

their clothes, though entreated to spare them
;
and one villain actually tore from her neck

and carried away, the handkerchief that covered her bosom. Are these the ‘ religious
’

and ‘ liberty-loving ’ English ?—the ‘ magnanimous ’ nation whose praise is shouted

through the land ?”

Only a single house (Mr. Pringle’s) was left nninjnred, and even the

stages were destroyed, and the passengers’ baggage shared the common fate.

AVhen the town had been bombarded for abont fifteen minutes, the enemy

landed, and all but eight or ten of the militia fled. John O’lSTeil, a brave

Irishman, one of ’those ivho remained at the battery, in a letter dated May
10th, gives the following graphic account of the defence of the town

:

“No doubt before this, you have heard of my defeat. On the 3d inst. we were

attacked by fifteen English barges at break of day. We had a small breastwork erected,

with two six and one nine-pounder in it, and I was stationed at one of the guns. When
the alarm was given I ran to the battery and found but one man there, and two or three

came afterwards. After firing a few shots they retreated, and left me alone in the haitery.

The grape-shot flew very thick about me. I loaded the gun myself, without any one to
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serve the vent, which you know is very dangerous, and tired her, when she recoiled and

ran over my thigh. I retreated down to town, and joined Mr. Barnes, of the nail manu-
factory, with a musket, and tired on the barges while we had ammunition, and then

retreated to the common, where I kept waving my hat to the militia who had run away,

to come to our assistance, but they proved cowardly and would not come back. At the

same time an English officer on horseback, followed by the marines, rode up and took me
with two muskpts in my hand. I was carried on board the Maidstone frigate, where I

remained until released, three days since.”
*

Meanwhile a large detachment of the enemy “proceeded to Cresswell’s

Ferry, at the head of tide-water, six miles above, and desolated everything

Avithin their reach.” The Episcopal Church, Avhich now stands at the

corner of Union street and Congress aA/enne Avas not fired; “but, to shoAV

their respect for religion, they assailed the house and finding nothing to steal

‘magnanimously’ attacked the Avindows Avith brickbats and stones and

demolished them.” The enemy also destroyed several bay craft, as Avell as

the ferry-boats. Finally after the loss of three killed and tAvo Avonnded,

“Avhen all possible mischief had been achieved along the riA^er bank—Avdien

farm houses had been plundered and burnt a long distance on the Baltimore

road—Avhen after the lapse of four hours,” nearly all the houses in toAvn

Avere destroyed, the marauders assembled in their vessels and at sunset sailed

out into the bay to pay a similar visit to other portions of Maryland.^

Cockburn and his marauders Avent up the Sassafras Kiver, that separates

Cecil from Kent County and attacked with six hundred men in eighteen

barges, the villages of h’redericktoAvn and Georgetown, lying on opposite

banks of that stream, about eleven miles from its mouth. He first visited

FredericktoAvn, a small village of about tAA^enty houses in Cecil County. A
slight breastAvork had been throAvn up, and one small cannon mounted, and

about eighty militia under Colonel Veazy Avere collected for the defence

of the place. On the morning of the attack, the enemy sent ashore

tAvo colored men, Avith instructions from Admiral Cockburn to Colonel

Veazy to say “ that if the militia would not fire upon the boats, he

Avould only burn the A^essels and store-houses.” This cowardly proposi-

tion Colonel Veazey indignantly rejected. As soon as his message Avas

1 Niles’ Register., iv., pp. 164, 182, 195.
“ John O’Neil was born in Ireland, on the 23d

of November, 1768, and came to America at

the age of eighteen years. He was in the mili-

tary service under General Henry Lee, in quell-

ing the whiskey insurrection in 1794, and in

1798, entered the na\^al service against the

French. He became a prosperous merchant at

Havre-de-Grace, and the destruction of the

place ruined his business. When the present

lighthouse was built on Concord Point, in 1829,

he became its keeper, and continued as such
until his death, the 26th of January, 1838. For
his gallantry at the ‘ Potato Battery,’ the city of

Philadelphia presented him with a beautiful

sword.”—Lessing’s War of 1812, p. 673.
2 “AA’^hile the enemy were pillaging Havre-de-

Grace, a number of the British officers being

admonished ‘that, with civilized nations at waiv

private property had always been respected,’

replied, ‘that, as the Americans wanted war,

they should now feel its effects, and that the

town should be laid in ashes.’ e/

the Causes and Character of the late War betiveen

the United States and Great Britain, p. 63.

Mr. Samuel Hughes and Mark Pringle, on the

14th of May, on behalf of the citizens of Havre-

de-Grace, applied to the Mayor and City Council

of Baltimore for the relief of the sufferers.

But, as the authorities of the city had no char-

ter privileges to enable them, in their jiublic

capacities, to render the aid re(iuired, the citi-

zens subscribed liberally and raised a large sum
for their relief.
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delivered, Admiral Cockbnrn opened his guns upon the village with

such effect as to put to flight all the militia except about thirty.five.

AVith these, amidst a shower of shot, langrage, grape, rockets and musket balls,

Veazey maintained an unequal contest for nearly three-quarters of an hour

;

every man remaining firmly at his post until a retreat was ordered. The
enemy charged close to the battery before they retired in good order. “ Having

now nothing to interrupt them,’’ says Mr. Niles

—

“ The British, with Cockburn at the head, proceeded to the village, and deliberately

applied the flaming brand to the houses. The screaming women and children excited

the mirth of these Winnehagoes—(as they were called after a savage tribe of Indians)—deaf

to the most humble entreaties to spare the cottages of the poor, Cockburn stood, like Satan

on his cloud when he saw the blood of man from murdered Abel first crimson the earth,

exulting at the damning deed
;
treating the suppliant females with the rudest curses and

most vile appellations—callous, insensible, hellish. The ruin complete, the savages crossed

to Georgetown, a village of about thirty houses in Kent county, where they, in a like

manner, destroyed that place, with many hohses in the vicinity. It is a satisfaction that

some of the wretches paid the forfeit of their crimes—a good number of them were killed

and wounded
;
nine in a single boat, but the whole loss is not known. The property des-

troyed is estimated at from seventy to eighty thousand dollars. While at Frederick Town
the admiral frequently spoke of Baltimore, and swore he would never rest until he had

burned every house in it.”
^

At all these places the neighboriug militia were suddenly called together,

but in most instances, before they could be embodied for effective service, the

enemy was ready to retire
;
and with such celerity was he enabled to change

tlie scene of his attack, that the militia always appeared under the disadvan-

tage of surprise, though by the very show^ of force they stopped the progress

of his ravages, and in some cases he was successfully defied.

On the 1st of June, Admiral AFarren entered the Chesa])eake with a con-

siderable naval re-enforcement for Cockburn and Beresford, bearing a large

number of land troops and marines under the command of Sir Sidney

Beckwith. The British force now in the Chesapeake consisted of eight ships

of the line, twelve frigates and a considerable number of small vessels. Such

a force evidently foreshadowed an attack upon some important point. By the

capture of the bay-craft, they were suppled with numerous tenders precisely

adapted to the navigation of our waters. AVith these and their barges, they

made repeated expeditions and kept the country in a constant state of alarm.

Baltimore, believing herself the chief object of this expedition, made every

preparation to receive the enemy. Several companies of militia and volun-

teers from Prince George’s and the other counties of the State were ordered

to the defence of the city, Avho relieved the citizens from garrison duty.

Brigadier General Aliller, commanded in June, a stationary force of two

thousand men, which, with the strength of the city, was supposed sufficient

for any emergency. To repel the advances which the increased power of the

1 Register., iv., pp. 182-196. caster and Pequea, to aid in the defence of

A number of volunteers marched from Lan- Elkton.
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enemy now authorized him to attempt, the militia tlironghont the State were

more regularly embodied, and the governor called the attention of the more
distant militia officers to their powers and duties under the laws, hut the

actual state of things would have brought into force the law of necessity, if

express provisions had not existed to authorize their proceedings. On the

Eastern Shore, wdiich during this season seemed more particularly to attract

the notice of the enemy in his plundering expeditions, every exertion was

made by the militia officers to ward off the expected blow from every point at

Avhich it seemed to be more particularly aimed. And it may be safely asserted,

that by their spirited resistance and bold defiance, many towns and villages

were saved from devastation and ruin, and particular districts of country

from the occupation of the enemy. In the latter })art of May, Governor

AVinder convened the Legislature in extra session, and laid before them all the

correspondence wdiich had passed between him and the United States author-

ities. In his message to the Assembly, he says

:

“ It being the constitutional duty of the general government to provide for the com-
mon defence, w^e have represented to the Secretary of War some time since, the exposed

and defenceless situation of many parts of Maryland. . . . We had hoped that

answers from the officers of the general government to the communications which w'e

have had the honor to make to them, would have given some assurances of future protec-

tion and security. To provide for the common defence w’'as one of the important

objects for wdiich the Federal Constitution was formed. To protect each State against inva-

sion is made the imperative duty of the national government
;
and for that purpose every

necessary power is delegated to the national authorities. The means of defence reserved

in the State governments are very limited, and th6ir powers in the conduct of a war
defined. If, howmver, the general government should fail to afford adequate security

against the violence of the enemy, the law" of self preservation, w"hich belongs to com-

munities as w’ell as to individuals, wmuld demand that every effort wdiich it is in our

power to make, should be made for the defence of this State. . . . We have

furnished all the means in our power to repel the invasions of the enemy, and as our

resources are too limited to afford complete protection, it is for the wisdom of the

Legislature to make such further piMvisions as the exigencies of the State, in their

opinion may require.” '

This portion of the governor’s message w^as referred to a special com-

mittee wdio reported a few" days after :

“ That the only object of the confederation of the old thirteen United States ‘ w"as to

provide for the common defence, promote the general w"elfare, and secure the blessings of

liberty to ourselves and our posterity,’ and that for these purposes the Constitution of the

United States delegated to the Congress ‘ power to lay taxes, duties, imposts and

excises; to declare w"ar; to raise and support armies; to provide a nav}",’ and

prohibit the individual States ‘ entering into any treaty granting letters of marque and

reprisals
;
or to keep troops and ships of war in time of peace ’ they cannot but express

their decided opinion, that the general government is not only coerced by the genius, but

by the positive language of our federal compact, to provide the individual States w"ith ampel

and efficient means of resistance to the calamities incidental to hostilities declared by

the Congress of the United States; and that by every principle of justice, whenever the

Niles’ lieguter^ iv., p. 204.
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executive of tlie United States, charged with the direction of the national force, fails in a

provident system of resistance, and a State shall be impelled, by self defence, to expend
her individual resources in defensive operations, that the general government is bound to

grant an indemnity from the national treasury, commensurate with the State’s expendi-

ture.

“ Your committee are also of opinion that the Constitution of the United States con-

templated that each State, according to the probability and facility of invasion, should

alike participate in the parental care of the general government
;
and that any preference

displayed by the executive of the United States, either in yielding to one more prompt and

general protection than to another, or assuming the payment of the necessary expenditure

made by a State government for the protection of the State, and denying the like assump-

tion to others, for the disbursements, is a departure from the impartiality contemplated b}’’

the Constitution, and would require from the State thus injured, an unequivocal remon-

strance against such an abandonment of constitutional duty.”

After reviewing the correspondence between the governor and the federal

executive, and the action of the governor to protect the State from invasion,

the committee proceeded as follows

:

“ On the twenty -first and twenty-second of March, as it appears by the official com-

munication of the Governor of Virginia, to the Legislature of that State, the executive

of the United States, ‘ in conformity with its power and duty, took upon itself the defence

of that State, and sanctioned the course pursued by the executive of the State of Virginia,

in calling out the militia.’ Your committee deem it requisite to remark that it appears

also, from the report made to this House, of the executive mission to Washington, and the

letter of the Secretary of War, of the 24th May, that the President of the United States

has agreed to cause the expenditures of Virginia, in consequence of the employment of her

militia, under the authority of the laws of that State, to be paid out of the public treasury.

That he has not sanctioned the course pursued by the executive of Maryland, and has

refused to cause the expenditures made by this State, in consequence of the employ-

ment of her militia, under the authority of the laws of this State, to be paid out of the

public treasury, alleging, that ‘ no provision was found under the present laws’ for expendi-

tures arising ‘in consequence of militia calls made by the State;’ but, ‘on the other hand,

in all cases in which militia detachments had been called out or recognized (as in the case

of the Baltimore militia), by the authority of the Union, such provision was found to exist

and could be applied.’

“ Your committee are fully sensible of the embarrassing situation in which the State

is placed, from the omission and refusal of the General Government to fulfil the only

object of its creation, ‘ the protection of its citizens.’ To carry on the war, or apply a

resisting power to the advances of the enemy, by the resources only of this State, would

establish a precedent, leading to a contribution by the State of more than her due propor-

tion to a war, having for its declared object the establishment of a national benefit, and

which eventually must exhaust our treasury, now appropriated to many benevolent

objects of State legislation. But inasmuch as self-security is superior to every considera-

tion of expediency, your committee would recommend the adoption of a system of defence

the best calculated within our limited means to protect our constituents from the incur-

sions of the enemy.”

The committee then recommend the adoption of a number of resolutions, one of

which declares “ that the State of Maryland is entitled to a fair distribution of the national

means for its protection
;
and that the refusal of the Executive of the United States to

assume the liquidation of the claims arising from the employment of the militia of this

State, in the same manner that they have liquidated those of Virginia for the employment
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of the militia of that State, is partial, unjust, and contrary to the spirit of our Constitution,

and if such refusal shall be persisted in, and the war should be protracted, with the dimin-

ished means and increased burdens incidental to such a state of things, must exhaust the

resources of our State, and eventuate in a system of taxation burthensome to our con-

stituents.”

The report of the committee was adopted, and in accordance therewith

the Slim of one hundred thousand dollars was appropriated, ‘‘or so much
thereof as may be necessary, to be applied by the governor in discharge of the

claims arising from, and the expenses incurred by the service of that portion

of the militia of the State which have already been called into service.”

Pending the consideration of the governor’s message, on the 20th of March,

Messrs. Wm. Bond, Martin and Walter Dorsey, were deputed by the governor

nnd assembly to wait on the President of the United States and find out what

aid might be expected from the general government towards protecting the

State against the invasion of the enemy, and defraying the expenses necessary

for the attainment of the object.

The President, through his Secretary of War, John Armstrong, in a letter

dated 23d of May, said that the government had taken upon itself the pro-

tection of Virginia because her militia were placed under the command and

control of a general officer of the United States, and the situation of New
York particularly demanded its attention, and that “ so far as expenditures

have arisen or shall arise, in consequence of militia calls made by the State,

without the participation of the United States, no provision is found to exist

under the present laws.”

This conduct of the Executive in the face of all the facts : the imminent

peril of the citizens of Maryland, their alacrity to aid in the common
defence, and, on the other hand, the plain meaning and object of the consti-

tution, needs no comment.

At this session of the Assembly, as most of the male inhabitants were per-

forming military duty, a law was passed to “ stay executions ” until after the

next regular meeting of the General iVssembly upon proper security being

given. They also rejected the respectful memorial of the citizens of Baltimore,

setting forth the undefended state of the city, and the fact that the city

banks had, in the emergency, made a loan for the purpose of strengthening

the fortifications, arming the citizens, and other measures of defence, of

which loan they prayed the Assembly to assume such part as might not be

refunded by the Federal government, in which case, of course, a large part

of the indebtedness would still be borne by the city. They further asked

that, as the Assembly might not be able to consider the matter at once, the

municipal authorities might be authorized to levy a tax on the citizens to

liquidate the debt, pending the ultimate action of the Assembly. Both

demands were refused.^

The revenue cutter Surveyor, of Baltimore, carrying six small guns, on

the 12th of June, while anchored in York River, was captured by the barges of

Niles’ Register, iv., p. 196.
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the British frigate Narcissus. The enemy were discovered about one hundred
and fifty yards distant from the vessel, and Captain Samuel Travis finding

that he could not bring his guns to bear, furnished each of his men with two
muskets. They held their fire until the British were within pistol shot, but

the latter pushed on, and finally carried the vessel by boarding, with three

men killed and quite a number wounded. Captain Travis, of the revenue

cutter, and his crew of fifteen men and boys, were taken prisoners on board the

Junon, and on the following day the senior officer of the Narcissus returned

the captain his sword, with the following complimentary letter:

“ H. M. ship Narcissus, Chesapeake, Jane 13.
“ Sir:

“ Your gallant and desperate attempt to defend your vessel against more than double

your number, on the night of the 12th inst., excited such admiration, on the part of your
opponents, as I have seldom witnessed, and induced me to return you the sword you have

so ably used, in testimony of mine. Our poor fellows have severely suffered, occasioned

chiefly, if not solely, by the precaution you had taken to prevent surprise
;
in short, I am

at a loss which to admire most, the previous arrangement on board the Surveyor or the

determined manner by which her deok was disputed, inch by inch.

“You have my most sincere wishes for the immediate parole and speedy exchange of

yourself and brave crew
;
and I cannot but regret that I myself have no influence that

way, otherwise it should be forthcoming.

“lam, sir, with much respect, your most obedient,

“JOHN CREVIE.
“To Captain Samuel Travis, U. S. Cutter Surveyor.''''

Daring the spring and summer of the year 1813, marauding expeditions

of the enemy made frequent inroads among the farmers of St. Mary’s County,

in the vicinity of Point Lookout. In general, they met with nothing but

“hard knocks.” In July they made an attempt to land in Mattoax Creek,

but were gallantly driven off by Captain Hungerford’s company of light

infantry, with severe loss. The enemy afterwards took possession of Black-

istone’s and St. George’s Island, and soon after landed a force of about two

thousand men about two miles and a half from Point Lookout. Here they

organized small parties, who committed all kinds of depredations along the

shores of the Potomac and Patuxent rivers, capturing and burning a great

number of small vessels, together with houses and other valuable property. Mr.

Niles says: “They plundered everything and anything, robbing even the

women and children of their clothes, and destroying such articles as it did not

suit them to carry away.” ^

In consequence of these depredations, the inhabitants of the eastern half of

St. Mary’s County, were compelled to perform military duty with very little

intermission from early in April, without any external aid whatever. The

evils of their situation at this late day, can hardly be conceived
;
their planta-

tions were neglected and pillaged, their slaves ran off to the enemy, and worse

than all, sickness prevailed to a very great extent among these poverty-

1 Register, iv., pp. 356-375.
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stricken people. A large number of the inhabitants, unable to bear

the burdens of war, abandoned their homes to the pillagers and moved to the

new settlements then opening in the far west. And yet in the face of this

condition of affairs, the president removed Colonel Carberry’s^ regiment—their

only protection—later in the fall, into winter quarters at Frederick, thus

abandoning the unfortunate citizens of St. Mary’s County to all the miseries

of war, as he had done in other portions of the State.

The enemy evacuated Point Lookout, on the 27th of August, and on the

30th, the whole fleet stood up the bay. After threatening Baltimore and

Annapolis, on the 6th of August, they took possession of Kent Island, which

had been almost abandoned by its inhabitants. Here the enemy landed about

three thousand men, and from his ships, which lay there at anchor, expedi-

tions of the usual kind were sent forth

On the 8th of August, three ships of the line, five frigates, three brigs, tAvo

schooners and a number of small vessels moved in sight of Baltimore, as if

designing an attack. Promptly the forts Avere manned, and seven hundred

men of Colonel Jamison’s regiment of the Baltimore County brigade, A\Tre

ordered to “ defend a narroAV pass of high land seven or eight miles from the

city toAvard Korth Point.” On the elevated grounds east of the city, (noAv

Patterson Park,) about forty pieces of artillery of eighteen, tAvelve, six and

four pounders mounted on field-carriages, Avere collected, and the ‘‘marine

artillery company,” Captain George Stiles, manned their “marine battery”

of forty-tAvo pounders on the Avater-front of Fort McHenry. In a feAV days

the enemy moved off and threatened Annapolis, Avhere Captain Morris and

his creAv of tAvo hundred and tAventy seamen and one hundred marines

in the command of the batteries, assisted by a large force of militia

AA^ere prepared to give him a Avarm reception. Doubtless, informed of the vigi-

lance of the people of Baltimore and Annapolis, and the preparations made
to receive him, he Avisely concluded to pass by the political and commercial

capitals of the State and fall upon Aveaker points.

Early in August he determined to reneAv his operations on the Eastern

Shore, and on the 7th of August, the enemy embarked a large force in forty-

five barges at Kent Island and marched about fifteen hundred men to make

' Henry Carberry was born in Maryland, and
was a captain in Major Henry Gaither’s bat-

talion of “Levies of 1791,” and served under
General St. Clair against the Miami Indians in

November, 1791. He was captain of infantry,

16th of March, 1792, and in fourth sub-legion

in December of that year. He resigned, Feb-
ruary 10, 1794, and upon the breaking out of

the AVar of 1812, he was appointed, on the 22d
of March, 1813, colonel of the 36th infantry.

He resigned, March 4, 1815, and died, May 26,

1822.

Henry Gaither, alluded to above, was born in

Maryland in 1751, and died at G eorgetown, D. C.,

June 22, 1811. He was a captain in the revolu-

tionary army, and engaged in nearly every
important battle of the war. He was appointed

major of the levies of 1791, and served under
St. Clair against the Miami Indians. He was
lieutenant-colonel of 3d sub-legion from Octo-

ber 1793, to June 1, 1802. His son. General

AVilliam Lingan, was a prominent politician

of the State, frequently a member of the Leg-
islature, and President of the Senate. He died

in Montgomery County, August 2, 1858.
2 It is supposed that they took possession of

Kent Island to recruit the health of their men,

who were represented to be very sickly, as sev-

enty-four dead bodies were found on the shores

of the Potomac.

4—V. iii.
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































