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PREFACE 

IN collecting the material for this book and preparing it for publi¬ 

cation, I have had a three-fold inspiration. First has been the 

desire to put into available form the information about the 

Chesapeake Bay Country, and to make its interest and beauty more 

accessible. Even in Maryland and Virginia only a comparatively 

few people know about it, because much of it is off the main roads 

and out of the beaten paths. Second, I saw in my travels in every 

part of this region that historical and picture material must be gath¬ 

ered and preserved or it would be lost forever. Third, I think it very 

desirable that the attention of present and future generations be 

called to the thousands of acres of fertile lands with picturesque 

building sites awaiting the coming of those who wish to find homes in 

this delightful part of our country. 

Over all the Bay Country we find hovering the spirit of a glorious 

past and the charm of a wonderful hospitality, and surely it is not 

too much to expect that in the days to come this fortunate land will 

move into a finer destiny than it has ever known. It will, it seems to 

me, be more than ever the home of splendid American homes. 

Our book tells of the Bay Country. It has only slight reference 

to the cities, which have their own books. This plan was followed 

because it is the rural section with which our story has to do. To 

have gone into the details of cities would have been to make the book 

too large and to get away from its purpose. 

The shore line of this great Bay Country covers between four and 

five thousand miles and the various sections are known under desig¬ 

nated names. These have been divided into five regions known as: 

Western Tidewater Virginia Upper Bay Counties 
Southern Maryland Eastern Shore of Maryland 

Eastern Shore of Virginia 

Each of these five divisions has a separate history. 



PREFACE 

In order to sketch the early settlement of this country, I have been 

fortunate in securing five historical writers, who have very ably out¬ 

lined its early development. 

Mr. E. G. Swem, Librarian of the College of William and Mary, 
presents the early history of Western Tidewater Virginia. 

Judge T. J. C. Williams writes of the early history of the five 
Southern Maryland counties. 

Judge Walter W. Preston, author of “History of Harford County,” 
describes Baltimore and Harford counties in the early days. 

Mr. Percy G. Skirven, who was assistant editor of “Maryland’s 
Colonial Eastern Shore,” and author of “First Parishes of the Prov¬ 
ince of Maryland,” has written the early history of the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland. 

Miss Frances Lankford Taylor, historian of the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia and an authoress of reputation, tells of the two Virginia 
counties lying between the Chesapeake and the Atlantic. 

Col. W. McDonald Lee, Commissioner of Fisheries of Virginia, 
has written a very able article on the “Rivers and Harbors of Vir¬ 

ginia.” 

I wish to return my grateful acknowledgments to the following 

for the help and encouragement they gave me in the making of this 

book, showing as they did a loyal interest in their old homeland: 

Mr. Thomas DeCoursey Ruth, Ph.D., of Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity, who has reviewed the subject-matter. 

Mr. Lynn R. Meekins, a well-known authority on Maryland his¬ 
tory, who has aided with many suggestions. 

Mr. A. C. Houghton, of Washington, D.C., who accompanied me 
through Prince George’s County, and located many places difficult 
to reach. 

Mr. W. Worthington Bowie, who furnished valuable historical 
data regarding Prince George’s County. 

Mr. W. Mitchell Digges conveyed me to a number of places in 
Charles County difficult of access. 



PREFACE 

The following books have been consulted and quoted: 

“Chronicles of Colonial Maryland,” by James Walter Thomas. 

“Colonial Mansions of Maryland and Delaware,” by John Mar¬ 

tin Hammond. 

“Potomac Landings,” by Paul Wilstach. 

“History of Harford County,” by Walter W. Preston. 

“History of Talbot County,” by Oswald Tilghman. 

“Historic Virginia Homes and Churches,” by Robert A. Lan¬ 

caster. 

“Some Colonial Mansions and Those Who Live in Them,” by 

Thomas Allen Glenn. 

“Some Colonial Homesteads and Their Stories,” and “More Co¬ 
lonial Homesteads and Their Stories,” by Marion Harland. 

“Virginia Colonial Churches,” by Southern Churchman Com¬ 

pany. 

“The Early History of the Eastern Shore of Virginia,” by Jen- 

ings Cropper Wise. 

This book has been a labor of love, and I trust my readers will 

catch the enthusiasm which the Bay Country evokes by its interest 

and charm. I thank my friends for the reception they gave my first 

book, “Maryland’s Colonial Eastern Shore”, and ask them to accom¬ 

pany us on our journeys through this Bay region of history and 

opportunity, with love for its romantic past and admiration for its 

new life. 
—S. E. 
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INTRODUCTION IN writing of the colonization of North America John Fiske said, 

“The English were rather slow in coming upon the scene, but 

when they came it was to stay.” 

We say much and hear much about the charm of the Chesapeake 

Bay country. In our minds it is a region of its own particular quality 

with much of the best that has taken place in American history and 

development. We are even accused of stressing overmuch the merits 

and attractions of our beloved homeland. We must admit we have 

a sense of loyalty and attachment that carries us easily into enthusi¬ 

asm. But it all goes to show that in the inheritance and environment 

of this fortunate part of old America there is something that is funda¬ 

mental and inspiring. To account for this we have several pleasant 

facts. When the English settlers came it was to stay. They fell in 

love with their new land. They declared they had never seen a finer 

country. They responded to the call of the great bay and its rivers. 

They brought the customs of the best life that existed at the time, 

and on this they built a new civilization in a wonderful new world. 

The fine note of all this was the home. All accounts agree that in this 

Chesapeake Bay country was developed the most hospitable and 

fascinating social life of America, and the result has been to contrib¬ 

ute to American society a romantic charm that spreads it flavor over 

the centuries. It has been a potent influence in the nation’s ideals 

and manners, in its art, architecture and literature, and in the finer 

aspects of private and public life. 

In this bay country, taking in the Eastern Shore, Southern Mary¬ 

land and Tidewater Virginia, are buildings and documents of history 

and the remains of old homes that are priceless mementos of other 

days. Thus come delightful appreciations. Those who dwell in the 

region have great pride in its past. The natives who moved away and 

the children of these natives are ever hearing the call from the old 

bay or the echoes from the rivers and creeks. It is extraordinary how 

many of them come back in after years and buy the old home places 

and seek the renewal of the life of their forebears. And then to all 

these must be added the “new” people who have selected the Bay 

country as one of the most satisfactory residential places in America 

and who have responded to its health and happiness. 



In recent years the Bay country has had a new birth. The yacht, 

the motor boat and the automobile have stirred its traditions and 

brought the modern note. Many of the old steamboats are left, but 

some of the lines are beginning to build floating palaces that are the 

equal of anything of their kind. 

This new enterprise has not diminished the old love. Rather has 

it exalted and enhanced it. Consequently there has arisen a great 

desire that the history and the monuments and the ancient struc¬ 

tures and the romances and traditions of the Bay country should be 

preserved and recorded in such a way as to be available to all. Excel¬ 

lent books on the Bay country have been written, but they treat of 

sections or localities or special interests. What we have needed is a 

comprehensive work covering the whole subject, not in too much 

detail, but with the essential facts, and especially with a picturiza- 

tion that will show the unique points and features and give anyone 

a full idea of what the Bay country means and what it contains in 

American life and history. 

Mr. Swepson Earle has done this work with true insight and 

affection. He was peculiarly qualified for the task, for his travels as 

engineer to the Conservation Commission took him to every part of 

the Bay and up all its rivers, not once but many times, and his un¬ 

tiring industry sought out every spot where there was an old home 

or a relic. The wealth of photographic material in this volume is 

extraordinary, and here again we have an instance of Mr. Earle’s 

qualifications, for he is an expert photographer, and had it not been 

for his skill with the camera some of these historical places would 

have been lost. In the work he has associated with himself many of 

the best authorities of Maryland and Virginia, and thus he has been 

able to present a book that will find a permanent place not only in 

the libraries and schools of the Bay country, but in the historical 

records of America. 

In recent years our history is being written more and more from 

the social standpoint, for the whole life of the people is not to be 
found solely in their political or material development. In this broad¬ 
er interpretation of the Bay country Mr. Earle and his co-workers 
have produced a book of signal merit and great beauty. I am sure I 
express the wishes of all Bay countrymen when I extend to him and 
to them cordial and sincere congratulations on a fine task admirably 
done. 





Mouth of the Appomattox 

View from “Shirley” 



CHAPTER I 

SOME HISTORICAL NOTES OF TIDEWATER VIRGINIA 

The early history and development of the country from 
Cape Henry to the National Capital. 

By E. G. Swem 

Librarian, William and Mary College 

IF a line be drawn on a map of Virginia from Emporia North to 
Petersburg, Fredericksburg and Alexandria, it will indicate the 

western boundary of the coastal plain, or, as it is more popularly 

termed, the tidewater section of Virginia. This line marks the 

presence of falls in the Meherrin at Emporia, Appomattox at Peters¬ 
burg, James at Richmond, Rappahannock near Fredericksburg, and 

in the Potomac a short distance above Alexandria. Between Chesa¬ 

peake Bay and the fall line, the land varies in height from sea level 

to three hundred feet. The average height of this gently undulating 

plain is fifty to one hundred feet. The most conspicuous features of 

the geography of this section are the tidal rivers, the James, York, 

Rappahannock and Potomac. In this region, every resident is near 

a navigable creek or river. North of the James are three peninsulas: 

the one between the James and the York may be called the Williams¬ 
burg Peninsula, the one between the York and the Rappahannock 

the Gloucester Peninsula, and the one between the Rappahannock 

and Potomac may be designated by its ancient name of the Northern 

Neck. To these broad and deep rivers, and to the numerous navi¬ 

gable creeks flowing into them, is due the rapid development and 
prosperity of Virginia as a colony. Every planter could ship his to¬ 

bacco at his own wharf in the early days directly to England, and 

later to the nearest warehouse, and could receive at the same place 

the supplies which he ordered from England or from the local mer- 
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chant. These striking geographical advantages were paramount in 

developing a society that, in its upper strata, has seldom been 

equalled in its refinement, and in the enjoyment of the good things 

of life. 

The first permanent settlement in Virginia was at Jamestown in 

1607. What is known today as Jamestown is a small island, about 

two and a half miles long, and in width varying from five hundred 

yards at the west to a mile and a half at the east. Its area is about 

fourteen hundred acres. It is surrounded on three sides by the James 

River, and on the north side by Back River, which separates it from 

the mainland. At the time of settlement, a neck of land connected 

the present island with the mainland. By 1622, settlements had 

spread on both sides of the James River above Jamestown as far as 

Falling Creek, and below to the present site of Newport News. A 

very determined effort had been made to establish the city of Henrico 

on the present Farrar’s Island, one side of which is now bounded by 

the Dutch Gap, about fifteen miles below the present city of Rich¬ 

mond. There were in this town three streets of framed houses and a 

church of timber. For the town’s security there were five block¬ 

houses upon the verge of the river. Henrico was distant from Ber¬ 

muda Hundred by water fourteen miles, but by land only five miles. 

In 1864 General Butler attempted to deepen Dale’s old ditch or gap. 

The work was not completed then, but in 1871 and 1872 the United 

States Government deepened it, thus shortening the distance to 

Richmond by seven miles. At Falling Creek, a few miles below Rich¬ 

mond, on the south side of the river, the first iron works in the 

United States was set up. One hundred and fifty skilled workmen 

were transported and established there. In 1622 the city of Henrico, 

and the iron works at Falling Creek, were wiped off the map ab¬ 

solutely by the Indian massacre. Some of the plantations on the 

north side of the river, above Jamestown, by 1632, were Weyanoke, 

Swinnows, Westover, Berkley Hundred, Cawsey’s Care, Shirley 

Hundred, Curies’ Neck. Adjacent to Jamestown was the plantation 

known as theNeckof Land, and below it were Archer’s Hope, Kingsmill, 
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Martin’s Hundred, Stanley Hundred, Denbigh. On the south side of 

the river, above Jamestown, were Brandon, Flower Dew Hundred, 

first granted to Sir George Yeardley, Maycock’s Plantation, Mer¬ 

chant’s Hope or Powell Brook, Chaplin’s Choice, Jordan’s Jorney or 

Beggar Bush, Charles City (or Charles City Point or City Point), 

Bermuda Hundred, Rochedale, Coxendale and Falling Creek. 

Nearly opposite Jamestown, in 1625, the poet George Sandys, at the 

time treasurer of the colony, had his residence. On the south side, 

below Jamestown, were the plantations known as the Other Side of 

the Water, Hog Island, Lawne’s Plantation, Bennet’s Plantation or 

Warrascoyack. It must be remembered that in the development of 

each of the three peninsulas, settlements were first near the rivers or 

navigable creeks. By 1632, however, in the Williamsburg Peninsula, 

there was a plantation on the ridge of land, on which the present city 

of Williamsburg is built, known as Middle Plantation. The planta¬ 

tion was known under this name until 1699, when the capital was 

removed from Jamestown to Middle Plantation, and the new capital 

city was christened Williamsburg. We have the very best evidence 

that, as early as 1634, a stockade had been built from a point on 

College Creek, flowing into James River, through Middle Plantation, 

to a point on Queen’s Creek, a navigable stream flowing into the 

York River. This stockade was built for the purpose of keeping the 

Indians out and the hogs and cattle in. At the time of the building 

of this stockade, Middle Plantation may be called the site of the first 

frontier of the United States. In the decade 1630 to 1640, settle¬ 

ments were made on the York, one of the earliest being near the 

present site of Yorktown. The land of Yorktown was first patented 

by Capt. Nicholas Martian (or Martieu) who came to Virginia in 

1621. His daughter Elizabeth married Col. George Reade in 1641. In 

1691 their son Benjamin Reade sold fifty acres for a town, and in 

1698 the court house was established there. Yorktown was at one 

time one of the busiest harbors in colonial America. By 1700, planta¬ 

tions had been extended up to the fall line, though those as far west 

as this point were of a frontier character. In 1634 (see Hening’s 
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Statutes, Volume I, page 224) all Virginia was divided into eight 

shires, which were to be governed as shires in England. These or¬ 

iginal shires were James City, Henrico, Charles City, Elizabeth City, 

Warwick River, Warrosquyoake, Charles River and Accomack. At 

this date there was in the county of Accomack (the present counties 

of Accomack and Northampton) a population of three hundred and 

ninty-six persons. Charles City County extended on both sides of the 

James River, on the south side from Upper Chippokes Creek to Ap¬ 

pomattox River, and on the north side from Sandy Point to Turkey 

Island Creek; in which there were five hundred and eleven persons. 

Charles River County included the plantations along the York River, 

the present York County and much more; at this time it had a popu¬ 

lation of five hundred and ten. Elizabeth City County originally 

extended on both sides of Hampton Roads, on the south side to 

Chuckatuck Creek and on the north side to Newport News; its popu¬ 

lation as given in 1634 is included in Warwick River County, the 

two having sixteen hundred and seventy. Henrico County extended 

from Charles City County indefinitely westward; it contained five 

hundred and ten persons. James City County extended on both sides 

of the river, on the south side from Lawnes Creek to Upper Chip- 

pokes, and on the north side from Skiffe’s Creek to above Sandy 

Point; its population was eight hundred and eighty-six persons. War¬ 

rosquyoake, later Isle of Wight County, contained in 1634 five hun¬ 

dred and twenty-two inhabitants. Warwick River County extended 

on the north side of the James River from Elizabeth City County 

to Skiffe’s or Keith’s Creek. The names of Charles City, Elizabeth 

City and James City as applied to counties have confused many 

readers of Virginia history. In each instance the name was early 

transferred from what was intended to be the main settlement or 

plantation in a given area to a larger geographical unit in which the 

settlement was located. In the Williamsburg Peninsula the names of 

these counties persist today, but the boundaries have been changed. 

The proximity of the harbors of York, Hampton, Newport News and 

Jamestown to the ocean entrance made this peninsula in colonial 

[26] 
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times the center of trade and social life. Here were the two colonial 

capitals Jamestown and Williamsburg, and when the capital was 

finally moved from Williamsburg in 1779, it was transferred to 

another city, Richmond, at the head of the same peninsula. The 

strategic position of this peninsula is such that in the War of the 

Revolution, War Between the States, and World War, it was the 

center of military and naval activity. It would be difficult to forecast 

what its economic future might be, if its development could be en¬ 

tirely unhampered. 

The middle, or Gloucester Peninsula, is between the York River 

on the south and the Rappahannock on the north. Gloucester County, 

the oldest county in the peninsula, had settlements even before the 

Indian massacre of 1644, but they were not permanent. About 1646- 

50 may be accepted as the real beginning. In 1651 the county was 

organized. In the succeeding twenty or thirty years there were 

plantations along the York as far as West Point, and by 1700 they 

had reached far up the tributaries of the York into the present coun¬ 

ties of King William and King and Queen. Not many of the old 

homes of Gloucester remain today. Perhaps the most serious loss has 

been the destruction of the early court houses including the earliest 

records of this most interesting section. 

One of the most historic spots in Virginia is Werowocomoco, the 

site of which is in Gloucester County. There has been some differ¬ 

ence of opinion as to its exact site. Charles Campbell, of Petersburg, 

one of the most painstaking of Virginia’s historians, but who wrote 

often without access to the many state and English archives now 

available, says: “Next to Jamestown, Werowocomoco is perhaps the 

spot most celebrated in the early chronicles of Virginia. As James¬ 

town was the seat of the English settlers, so Werowocomoco was the 

residence of the great Indian Chief Powhatan. It was the scene of 

many interviews and rencontres between the settlers and the sav¬ 

ages. It was at Werowocomoco that supplies for the colony were fre¬ 

quently obtained; here that Smith once saw suspended on a line be¬ 

tween two trees the scalps of twenty-four Payanketanks, recently 
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slain; here that Powhatan was crowned by Newport; and here that 

occurred the most touching scene in the whole colonial drama—the 

rescue of Smith by Pocahontas. It may surprise some readers to 

hear that the rescue of Smith took place on the York, since, in the 

general neglect of our early history, it seems to have been taken for 

granted by many that it took place on James River. Smith and 

Stith in their histories put the matter beyond dispute!” When 

Henry Howe made his investigations in 1843, came to the con¬ 

clusion that Shelly, the seat at that time of Mrs. Mann Page, is the 

site of Werowocomoco. Howe presented a strong argument for this 

site in his “Historical Collections.” In his view, the fact that Gov. 

John Page, of Rosewell, always held that Shelly was the ancient 

Werowocomoco was the strongest argument for Shelly. The in¬ 

vestigations of Dr. Lyon G. Tyler prove beyond doubt that Howe 

was in error, and that Poetan or Purton, on Purton Bay, about 

eleven miles from West Point, is the site of Powhatan’s chief residence. 

Poetan and Portan, or Purton, are corruptions of Powhatan. All the 

evidence is in favor of this supposition. The old stone chimney, known 

as Powhatan’s chimney, which stood for many years and which Charles 

Campbell believed was the site of Werowocomoco, that is Timber- 

neck Bay, the ancient seat of the Manns, cannot from any historic 

evidence have any connection with Powhatan or his village. “ It was 

at Poplar Spring,” says Dr. Tyler, “near Purton, that some servants, 

who had been soldiers of Oliver Cromwell, concerted a rendezvous 

for rebellion in 1663. But they were informed upon by Birkenhead, 

one of their number, and the conspiracy was nipped in the bud by 

Sir William Berkeley, the governor. ” 

Here, in Gloucester County, died after his several strenuous cam¬ 

paigns, that most brilliant and intrepid product of colonial Virginia, 

Nathaniel Bacon. His death occurred in 1676. His followers con¬ 

cealed the place of his burial, but it is believed that the body was 

placed in the York River. 

Gloucester County, when organized in 1651, was taken from 

York County. Its original boundaries have remained almost the 

[28] 
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same, with the exception of the territory now in Mathews County, 

which was formed out of Gloucester in 1791. Out of New Kent 

County, now wholly in the Williamsburg Peninsula, and which was 

formed in 1654, was taken King and Queen in 1691, and from the 

latter King William was formed in 1702. Of the other counties in this 

peninsula, Middlesex was formed from Lancaster in 1673, Lancaster 

having been taken from Northumberland in 1651. Essex County was 

cut from old Rappahannock County in 1692. Old Rappahannock 

County became extinct in 1692, two counties being made from it, 

Essex and Richmond. Caroline County was cut from Essex, King 

and Queen, and King William in 1728. 

The Gloucester Peninsula was the scene of some of the opening 

acts of the Revolution, and its soil was reddened by blood shed at its 

close. It was at Gwyn’s Island, at the mouth of the Piankatank, that 

Lord Dunmore landed several months after the burning of Norfolk. 

This was on June 1, 1776. His force consisted of about five hundred 

men, including negroes. General Lewis, with his force of Virginians, 

attacked him there and soon compelled him to abandon the place. 

This defeat forced Dunmore to leave Virginia, to which he never re¬ 

turned. At the close of the Revolution, when Cornwallis entrenched 

himself at Yorktown, he also fortified Gloucester Point, immediately 

across the river. Its defenses consisted of a line of intrenchments, 

with four redoubts and three batteries, mounting nineteen guns. Up 

to the 28th of September, 1781, the force of the Americans stationed 

in Gloucester County was only fifteen hundred militia under General 

Weedon. On September 28th he was reenforced by six hundred of 

the Duke de Lauzun’s Legion, and by eight hundred marines from 

the French fleet. General Choisy was assigned to the command. A 

sharp engagement followed between troops under Choisy and the 

British under Tarleton, resulting in the confinement of the British 

troops within their fortifications and in shutting them off from further 

supplies through foraging. There they remained until the surrender. 

Before the decision to surrender, Cornwallis made a desperate at¬ 

tempt to escape by transferring his troops to Gloucester Point, with 
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the design of breaking through the besiegers there with his whole 

force and by rapid marches to push northward to New York. At mid¬ 

night a severe storm arose and prevented the crossing of all of his 

troops. Those who had succeeded in crossing returned at dawn. The 

attempt was a foolhardy one, and even if successful, the army could 

not have proceeded far without capture. On the 17th of October 

Cornwallis asked for hostilities to be suspended. 

Probably the oldest tomb in the Gloucester Peninsula is at 

Carter’s Creek, or Fairfield, the ancient seat of the Burwells. It reads 

as follows: “To the lasting memory of Maj. Lewis Burwell, of the 

county of Gloucester, in Virginia, gentleman, who descended from 

the ancient family of the Burwells, of the counties of Bedford and 

Northampton, in England, nothing more worthy in his birth than 

virtuous in his life, exchanged this life for a better on the nineteenth 

day of November in the 33rd year of his age a.d. 1658.” 

The peninsula between the Rappahannock and the Potomac, or 

the Northern Neck, in colonial times was somewhat isolated from the 

other parts of Virginia. Due to its remoteness from the capitals, 

Jamestown and Williamsburg, it developed a life of its own. Here the 

speech and manners of England prevailed so predominantly that it 

was sometimes referred to as “Little England.” The northwestern 

counties of the Northern Neck extended along the Potomac toward 

the passages through the mountains, to the unexplored and bound¬ 

less west. It was natural that when the surplus population of the 

Northern Neck migrated in the early eighteenth century and later, 

that it should move toward the West. It was not strange then that 

there developed in this region men like George Mason and George 

Washington, whose vision extended to the Ohio and beyond. 

In the early days of its settlement, grants of land in the Northern 

Neck issued from the crown, as in the rest of Virginia. The change 

from grants by the crown to grants by a proprietor involves a short 

account of the Northern Neck charters. In 1649 Charles II, at St. 

Germain, while nominally king of England, made a grant of the land, 

bounded within the heads of the rivers Rappahannock and Potomac, 
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to a group of his loyal adherents as a reward for the loss of their 

estates in England. After the restoration, on August 3, 1663, Charles 

renewed this grant, and the owners sent out agents to establish posses¬ 

sion and collect rents. Due to opposition from the inhabitants, the 

proprietors felt that their grant ought to be strengthened and ac¬ 

cordingly a new charter was granted May 8, 1669, the grantees in 

this charter being Henry Jermyn, Earl of St. Alban’s, John Lord 

Berkeley of Stratton, Sir William Morton and John Trethewy. The 

opposition from the inhabitants, who had already settled in this 

region and who had received their patents from the crown through 

the governor, continued to be strong and bitter. According to this 

charter, all lands had to be resurveyed, and new conveyances must 

be procured from the new proprietors. This grant was involved in 

much uncertainty in the period from 1669 to 1688. In the latter 

year, Lord Culpeper secured a grant in which he was recognized as 

the sole owner and proprietor in fee simple of the Northern Neck 

territory under the patent of 1669. His interest descended to his 

only daughter, Catherine, who afterwards married Thomas, 5th 

Baron Fairfax. Her son Thomas, 6th Lord Fairfax, born 1693, died 

1783, eventually succeeded to the proprietorship of all the Northern 

Neck. Lord Fairfax visited Virginia in 1736, and in 1745 he returned 

and lived in Virginia the remainder of his life. In 1748 he employed 

George Washington, then a lad of sixteen years, living with his 

brother at Mount Vernon, to survey lands beyond the Blue Ridge for 

him. The original grant of the Northern Neck read, “bounded 

within the heads of the rivers Rappahannock and Potomac.” As set¬ 

tlement pushed westward, the question arose what were the heads of 

these rivers. Was the source of the river now called the Rapidan, or 

the eastern fork of the Rappahannock to be considered, and was the 

present Shenandoah to be considered the Potomac, or was the branch 

then known as the Cohongaroota to be accepted? This question was 

under consideration in the courts in Virginia and England for many 

years. Finally an order was confirmed by the king in council April 11, 

1745, to the effect that from the first spring of the south branch (that 
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is, the Rapidan) of the river Rappahannock a line was to be drawn 

northwest to the place in the Alleghany Mountains where that part 

of the Potomac River called Cohongaroota first rises. This claim, to 

which Lord Fairfax thus finally established his right, comprised 

about 5,200,000 acres, and included the present counties, in Virginia 

and West Virginia, of Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond, West¬ 

moreland, Warren, Stafford, King George, Prince William, Fairfax, 

Loudoun, Fauquier, Rappahannock, Culpeper, Clarke, Madison, 

Page, Shenandoah, Hardy, Hampshire, Morgan, Berkeley, Jefferson 

and Frederick. 

Due to its proximity to the Maryland settlements, the region 

now known as Northumberland County had a considerable number 

of settlers before other parts of the Northern Neck, or even before 

the Gloucester Peninsula had been occupied. At the time of the 

founding of Jamestown in 1607, the Wiccocomico and Chickacoon 

Indians were established in this territory. The Yeocomico Indians 

moved to what is now Westmoreland County in 1634, when they sold 

their lands in Maryland to Calvert. The contest for the control of 

Kent Island between Claiborne and Calvert led to mistreatment of 

some Protestants by the Catholic government of Maryland, and a 

number of refugees arrived in the Northumberland district. For 

sometime these Maryland refugees were not considered as citizens of 

Virginia, and were not taxed. The region was referred to as the 

Chickacoon district. In February, 1645, t^le governor and council 

formed the district into a county called Northumberland. For two or 

three years the inhabitants of Northumberland refused to pay taxes, 

and it was only after dire threats by the general assembly that taxes 

were finally paid. John Mottrom was the first representative of 

Northumberland in the general assembly, taking his seat in the 

session of November, 1645. Northumberland was therefore the 

parent county in the Northern Neck. Lancaster was taken from it in 

1651 and Westmoreland in 1653. From Westmoreland, Stafford was 

formed in 1664, and from Stafford, Prince William in 1731, and from 

Prince William, Fairfax in 1742 and Fauquier in 1759. From Fairfax, 
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Loudoun was formed in 1757. Out of Lancaster, old Rappahannock 

was organized in 1656. This county existed until 1692, when its ter¬ 

ritory was divided into the two counties of Essex and Richmond. 

From Essex and others, Caroline was formed in 1728, and Spotsyl¬ 

vania in 1721. From Spotsylvania, Orange was taken in 1734, and 

from Orange, Culpeper in 1749. From Richmond, King George was 

made in 1721. 

An English traveler at the close of the Revolution gives the fol¬ 

lowing list of seats on the Potomac in the neighborhood of Mount 

Vernon: Mr. Alexander,General Washington,Colonel Martin,Colonel 

Fairfax, Mr. Lawson, near the mouth of Occaquon, Colonel Mason, 

Mr. Lee, near the mouth of Quantico, Mr. Brent, Mr. Mercer, Mr. 

Fitzhugh, Mr. Alexander, of Boyd Hole, Col. Frank Thornton, on 

Machodock, Mr. Thacker Washington, Mrs. Blair, Mr. M’Carty, 

Col. Phil Lee, of Nominey. 

Of all the counties in the Northern Neck, Westmoreland is per¬ 

haps the best known, due to its having been the birthplace and home 

of many distinguished men. Within its borders were born George 

Washington, Robert E. Lee, Richard Henry Lee, Arthur Lee, Francis 

Lightfoot Lee, William Lee, Thomas Lee, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Gen. 

Henry Lee, James Monroe, Bushrod Washington, Col. Thomas 

Marshall, Richard E. Parker, Nathaniel Rochester, Dr. John Augus¬ 

tine Smith, and others well known in science, literature and politics. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE RIVERS AND HARBORS OF VIRGINIA 

Description of the great rivers which add beauty and charm to the lands of 

Virginia. 

By Col. W. McDonald Lee 

Commissioner of Fisheries of Virginia 

ALL of the rivers of Virginia were found with Indian names, but 

early English partisans dropped some of them, as in cases of 

^ the York and the James. 

With two thousand seven hundred square miles of tidal, naviga¬ 

ble and fishing waters, embracing the lower half of Chesapeake Bay 

and tributaries, Virginia presents a water front longer than any 

Atlantic Coast state except Florida. Of this expanse about four hun¬ 

dred square miles are deep, land-locked water courses navigable for 

ocean-going steamships. 

Like rivers of France, they are scores and twain, 

But five are the ones we stress— 

The Pot-o-mack, York, Rappahannock, the James 

And the one named for good Queen Bess. 

Virginia’s flow, from her tidal rim, 

Sweeps out on Atlantic’s crest 

To call, as of yore, the mariner in 

To the havens of peaceful rest. 

THE SOUTH POTOMAC AND ESTUARIES 

While exclusive judicial control of the Potomac belongs to Mary¬ 

land, the fishing rights for citizens of the two states are equal. Navi¬ 

gable and fishable estuaries predominate on the Virginia side, far up 

and opposite the boundaries of Maryland and the District of Co¬ 

lumbia. The extension of Smith’s Point, at the mouth of the Potomac 
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on Virginia’s side, miles beyond that of Point Lookout (the northern 

point at the mouth in Maryland), gives advantage of beach fishing, 

but no harbor is to be found on the Virginia side until Coan River is 

reached, some ten miles up from the Potomac’s mouth. Then, inter¬ 

mittent, to the head of navigable waters, harbors are numerous. 

Lining each indentation and the shore proper are thrifty villages, and 

as far up as the Machodoc, in King George, there are great fish and 

oyster interests to add to the commerce in trucks, lumber and other 

commodities. 

Lapping around the mouth from Smith’s Point, and coming 

south on the western shore of the Chesapeake, the Great Wicomico 

River is reached—short, but bold and busy. On one of its branches, 

Cockrell’s Creek, around a hive of summer industry buzzes the men¬ 

haden fish-fertilizer business, the greatest of any one spot along the 

Atlantic or Gulf coasts, the town of Reedville being the center. Off 

the mouth of the Great Wicomico, north to Smith’s Point and south 

down to the Rappahannock, are great pound-net shad and herring 

fisheries. In fact, from Smith’s Point along the western shore of the 

Chesapeake Bay to Thimble Light, off Old Point in Hampton Roads, 

the number and size of these nets bring Virginia into prominence for 

commercial fishing. From the New England coasts first drifted the 

expert pioneer fishermen who taught these people well. 

Between the Great Wicomico and the mouth of the Rappa¬ 

hannock numerous so-called creeks are found, navigable for large 

vessels and abounding in fish, oysters and crabs. The northern 

point at entrance to the Rappahannock is Windmill Light, so named 

because long ago there stood on the bleak sand beach an old Holland 

mill. 

THE RAPPAHANNOCK 

The Rappahannock, about a hundred and twenty miles from 

Baltimore, with daily steamers, is probably the boldest and most 

beautiful of Virginia streams. About seven miles wide from light to 

light at the mouth, it holds its saline qualities and clear color for 

fifty miles up. With highlands devoid of marshes for seventy miles, 



THE CHESAPEAKE BAY COUNTRY 

it is easily navigated. Then high banks and marshes alternate 

another fifty miles to Fredericksburg, the head of navigation. Next 

to the James in early settlement, its people, without railroads, hold 

much to primitive customs and hospitality. Great in oyster and 

truck industries, its denizens have never felt want. Between this 

river on the south and the Potomac on the north lies the peninsula 

known as the Northern Neck, which gave the first and two later 

presidents to the Union, and General Robert E. Lee to the Con¬ 

federacy. Indenting both of Rappahannock’s shores are large creeks 

and bays and the Corotoman River, where Robert (“King”) Carter 

reigned. At its southern mouth is Stingaree (or Stingray) Point, 

named, it is said, by Capt. John Smith in his meanderings. Tradition 

and some reputed notes of that philanderer say he was stung there 

by a stingray when wading ashore. In the early 1600’s English set¬ 

tlers pushed on from the James to the Rappahannock. Today, near 

Irvington, stands old Christ Church, first started by Carter’s father 

in 1657, with its original pulpit and high-back pews. Also the old 

overseer’s house on the banks of Carter’s Creek, a land-locked harbor 

near the ruins of the Carter mansion—both antedating the church. 

On the south bank, fifty miles up, is the aristocratic town of Tappa- 

hannock, laid off the same year as was Philadelphia, and, further up, 

Port Royal, which came within one congressional vote of being the 

site for the nation’s capital. The lower Rappahannock and its tribu¬ 

taries are great harbors and resorts for yachting fleets. 

Around Stingaree Light, south of its mouth, one comes to the 

Piankatank River—like the Great Wicomico, short but wide and 

busy, and a fine harbor. Horn Harbor, famous for oysters, comes 

next on the way south, but it is “harbor” only for small boats, 

though its narrow, shoal waters join with the Piankatank to make 

the island of Gwynns, thickly populated and thrifty. Passing Old 

Haven bar and Wolf Trap Light (named because ashore was a fa¬ 

mous place for catching the last of the wolverines), a long stretch 

is required to reach New Point Comfort, the beginning of Mobjack 

Bay. 

[38] 
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MOBJACK BAY 

This is a most beautiful and wide expanse of water, fed by the 

ramifications of East, North, Ware and Severn rivers, which reach 

back into fertile Mathews and Gloucester counties as the fingers of a 

hand—all navigable and prolific. Mobjack Bay is a little inland sea 

within itself, a beautiful, historic and affluent domain. Upon its 

shores and along its quartette of rivers handsome homes and summer 

residences abound, and water craft of all designs dot the water’s 

bosom. 

THE YORK 

In early days this historic river was known by the Indian name of 

Pamunke. It is formed by the Mattaponi (meaning “landing place’’) 

and Pamunkey rivers, joining at West Point thirty miles away to the 

northwest. Both of these tributaries are navigable for many miles, 

and the largest craft can ply the York. Near its mouth, about York- 

town and Gloucester Point, its narrowest part, the entire American 

Navy could ride easily at anchor. It was here during the World War 

that the Atlantic Squadron lay shielded from possible submarine 

attack, which fact gave rise to its denomination as the “ Kiel Canal of 

America. ’’ The Federal Government continues this as a base, and one 

of its largest naval mine bases is close by the town of Yorktown. Its 

history is intertwined with that of the ill-fated Cornwallis and the 

victors—Washington, Lafayette, Nelson, Rochambeau and De 

Grasse. 

HAMPTON ROADS 

Out of the York to Poquosin and Back rivers, both good small 

harbors, across the famous Horseshoe and Thimble Shoal, is but a 

short leg, and then comes Hampton Roads proper. Craft builders in 

Poquosin made famous the “Poquosin’’ or “Chesapeake Bay” 

canoe. The Roads is a backwater from bay and ocean, into which 

empties the James, the Nansemond and the Elizabeth rivers—all 

confluent, with the great Roads as the palm of the hand and they the 

three large fingers, not touching, but joining the palm. So great is the 
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strategic and anchorage value of this inland body of water, which is 

the lower Chesapeake Bay, that the Government has located large 

army and navy bases here, while old Fortress Monroe guards the 

western shore and miles of sweep to sea at the Capes. The cities of 

Norfolk, Hampton and Newport News girdle the southern and west¬ 

ern shores, in time, with Portsmouth, to become a chain of cities. 

“On Hampton Roads could ride in safety the navies of the world”; 

that is its boast, and mathematics prove it true. 

Matthew Fontaine Maury, “The Pathfinder of the Seas,” ably 

dealt with the subject of Hampton Roads, claiming it to be of more 

importance than any other part of the Atlantic Coast. The World 

War brought its virtues into prominence, and the Federal Govern¬ 

ment came to about the same conclusion that Commodore Maury 

did. 

Thus did the hand of Providence guide the early settlers to, after 

all, that which afforded our present powerful nation what was best 

in the sea, on the land and in defensive measures. 

THE JAMES 

The James, once “The River of Powhatan,” is fraught with song 

and story, and the writer of prose no longer attempts to sum its 

attributes. From the dawn of New World history and English settle¬ 

ment, this placid, wide and winding stream, with its ancient edifices 

and up-to-date farms, is interesting to cruise and study. Along its 

banks may be found, for the digging, the sites of Indian villages—as 

on the Rappahannock, York and Potomac; shell piles, sunk into the 

earth, and debris tell where the tepees stood. Lazy he was, and a 

gourmand was the “brave,” living upon the streams where fish and 

oysters could be had for the mere picking like berries. The squaw 

would tote the oysters ashore, and within the tepee she would prob¬ 

ably be the opener, while her man did the devouring. Too lazy to 

take away the shells, he would move the tepee when the pile and 

stench became too great. Not far up on the northern side is James¬ 

town Island. The Pagan, Chickahominy and Appomattox are the 

[40] 
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navigable rivers, but comparatively few navigable creeks make into 

the “Noble Jeems. ” Richmond, capital of Virginia, and once capital 

of the Confederacy, is at the head of its tidal waters, and here is sup¬ 

posed to have been the site of Powhatan’s principal and most western 

seat, from which he ruled his confederacy that he had brought into 

amalgamation and from which he sent annually via the trail and 

crossing at Lynch’s ferry, now Lynchburg, couriers of greeting over 

the Appalachian ranges to the redskins on the Kanawha and the 

Ohio. His canoes plied its waters from what is now Richmond to the 

sea. 
THE ELIZABETH 

The Elizabeth River, called the “Chesapeak” River by the In¬ 

dians, but later named for England’s virgin queen, is short but im¬ 

portant. On it are the city seaports of Norfolk and Portsmouth and the 

Navy Yard. Like other confluences, it is formed by western, south¬ 

ern and eastern branches, one of these being fed from Lake Drum¬ 

mond, made famous by Tom Moore’s poem, “The Lake of the Dismal 

Swamp.” Through the canal on this branch the sounds of North 

Carolina are reached, forming a most valuable link in the chain of 

our inland waterways. 

Out of Hampton Roads and its great feeders—all rich in history, 

as well as in fish, clams, oysters and crabs—along the southern shore 

are miles of sandy beaches to Cape Henry, lined with cottages and 

summer resorts; but not even its Lynnhaven Bay affords a refuge for 

craft. So we span the Capes and reach the Eastern Shore of Virginia 

peninsula on a northward course. 

ON THE EASTERN SHORE 

The Eastern Shore of Virginia proper (Northampton and Acco¬ 

mack counties) comes down from the Delaware and Maryland penin¬ 

sular country, and terminates at the Capes of Virginia—the latter 

hardly twelve miles wide for navigation and making entrance for the 

coast’s greatest inland harbor, the Chesapeake Bay, well watched by 

life-savers and trained pilots. For the most part, the approaches to 
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the vast expanse of frontage on the Atlantic side and the Chesapeake 

Bay side—which two flank the Eastern peninsula—are shoals, in 

some places on the ocean side ebbing bare a distance of ten miles. 

However, along these flats are inlets, creeks and drains that admit of 

shallow boats and a few for larger ones, all abounding in fish, oysters 

and clams. On the ocean side to the north the islands of Chinco- 

teague and Assateague furnish great boat harbors and large enter¬ 

prises in water products. On the bay side is the harbor and city of 

Cape Charles (where terminates the New York, Philadelphia and 

Norfolk Railroad), while Onancock, Hungars and other creeks to the 

north afford some shelter before the Pocomoke River is reached. Out 

in the bay, Tangier Island and kindred hummocks form harbors and 

create the Tangier and Pocomoke sounds, large havens and also 

prolific fish, crab and oyster territories. The mainland is probably 

the greatest potato region in the world. Accomack County is ac¬ 

corded by statistics as being the richest rural county in the United 

States, while Reedville, across the Chesapeake, is said to have the 

greatest per capita wealth of any town in the Union. 
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CHAPTER III 

TIDEWATER VIRGINIA AND THE WESTERN SHORE 

From Cape Henry to the Rappahannock, including the James, 

Elizabeth, York and Piankatank rivers. 

THE great light which shines out from the high tower of 

Cape Henry is a welcome signal to the mariner when bound 

for the Chesapeake. Capt. Christopher Newport’s fleet of 

three little vessels in that memorable April storm in 1607 had no such 

guide to aid them; in fact, the storm drove them into a haven of 

safety. From Cape Charles to Cape Henry at the entrance to the 

bay is fifteen miles. Here for small craft is an open roadstead, but 

still no harbor. After passing the lightship off Cape Henry, vessels 

bound up the bay change their course to northwest and then north¬ 

ward. Other ships bound for Hampton Roads travel almost a west¬ 

erly course, then round Old Point Comfort. To the right may be 

seen a little fleet of oyster boats going into Hampton, and the high 

tower projecting above the town is the famous institute located there. 

To the left one enters the Elizabeth River, which leads to the city 

of Norfolk, and just opposite is Portsmouth. Located on Church 

Street in Norfolk is “Old St. Paul’s Church.” In 1739 on the site of 

the old “Chapel of Ease,” Norfolk, which was established due to the 

increasing congregation, St. Paul’s Church, Elizabeth River Parish, 

was built. It was constructed along the simple Norman lines of the 

village churches of that period in “Old” England. In 1776 during 

the bombardment of Norfolk by Lord Dunmore’s fleet, the interior 

was destroyed. However, the well-built walls remained intact save 

for the scar of a cannon ball which can be seen today cemented in 

the indenture it made. Shortly afterwards the church was partially 

rebuilt. During the War Between the States the church was used by 
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the Federal troops. In 1892 the greatly changed interior was restored 

and in 1901 a detached tower was built. 
Many things of historic interest are to be seen at St. Paul’s. 

Among these is the chair in which sat John Hancock while signing 

the Declaration of Independence. The marble font, a copy of one 

given in 1734 by “King” Carter to Christ Church in Lancaster 

County, Virginia, is another. In the famous old churchyard sur¬ 

rounded by beautiful shrubbery are hundreds of tombs dating from 

1673. “St. Paul’s” is one of the most picturesque of all the early 

churches in America. 
Leaving the seaport of Norfolk, one turns to the left and passes 

Newport News, a great shipbuilding center of Virginia. Continuing 

up the James River the ship must pass well to the left-hand side of 

Mulberry Island to clear the shoals, and thence on a northerly course 

to round Hog Point, which puts the traveler in sight of Jamestown 

Island, the first permanent settlement in Virginia, on which are 

located the “Old Tower” of the early church and a beautiful monu¬ 

ment erected to Pocahontas as well as one to Capt. John Smith. The 

three ships of the London Company which set sail December 16, 

1606, after an adventurous voyage landed on this Island April 26, 

1607, and it was named Jamestown. 

Rev. Robert Hunt, who was appointed by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, accompanied the colonists and carried on the worship 

under an old sail stretched between trees, surrounded by rails of 

wood. After some weeks the first building of the Church of England 

in America was constructed of logs. This structure was destroyed by 

fire six months later and rebuilt early in 1608. Here the first mar¬ 

riage in Virginia was performed about Christmas of that year. 

In 1617 the third church was erected east of the original site by 

Captain Argali, Deputy General. Here the House of Burgesses, the 

first representative body of English lawmakers to assemble in Amer¬ 

ica, met July, 1619. History gives no record concerning how long 

the building was used, but in 1639 a brick church on the same site 

was completed by Governor Harvey. This fourth church was used 
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TIDEWATER VIRGINIA AND THE WESTERN SHORE 

until September, 1676, when it was burned, together with the rest of 

Jamestown, by Nathaniel Bacon and his men. 

However, it is most probable that the town and walls stood, and 

when Jamestown was partially rebuilt between 1676 and 1686, the 

original tower and walls were repaired and used for many years. The 

old tower has kept its lonely watch for more than three hundred 

years. It stands today marking the first place of worship in the New 

World. 

Several miles to the north northeast of Jamestown is Williams¬ 

burg with its many colonial houses and the famous old College of 

William and Mary, described in Chapter XVII. 

Continuing up the James from Jamestown Island, one passes, on 

the right, the mouth of the Chickahominy River. The point which 

marks the left-hand entrance to this river is known as Dancing Point, 

in sight of which, situated on the banks of the James, is “Tetting¬ 

ton,” the old Lightfoot home on the Sandy Point tract. This place is 

now owned by Dr. Ruffin, of Norfolk. One of the chief interests in 

connection with this old place is the lawn and garden which center 

about the boxwood, the quantity and quality of which rank with the 

finest in America. When the Jamestown Exposition was being laid 

out in 1906, the owner of “Tettington” was offered four thousand 

dollars for the boxwood, but the sturdy shrub had its hold on its 

latter-day master, and the offer was refused. Today great trees and 

lines of sempervirens wave as proudly as they did when gallant 

Phillip Lightfoot was counselor of the king. 

The James River, after passing Dancing Point, narrows down on 

its winding course to Richmond. Just above “Tettington” on the 

left-hand side are two famous homes, “Lower Brandon” and “Up¬ 

per Brandon.” “Brandon Plantation was first granted to John 

Martin, who came over with John Smith and was member of ‘His 

Majesty’s first council in Virginia.’ Its earliest name was ‘Martin’s 

Brandon.’ It was probably named for Brandon, a quaint old market 

town on the Suffolk side of Little Ouse, about eighty-six miles from 
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London. One of the most interesting relics in Virginia, is the or¬ 

iginal grant to John Martin, still preserved at ‘Brandon.’ 

“The original grant of ‘Brandon,’ contained about seven thou¬ 

sand acres of land lying in a loop of the river on the south side of the 

James, in Prince George County. With the aid of Ward’s Creek on 

the west and Chipoaks Creek on the east, it forms a peninsula with¬ 

in which lie both Upper and Lower ‘Brandon’ of the present time. 

‘Lower Brandon’ was the original seat or residence. 

“In 1720 Nathaniel Harrison, a son of Benjamin Harrison of 

Wakefield, the second of that name in Virginia, acquired the Bran¬ 

don Estate tract. This Nathaniel Harrison had a son, Nathaniel, 

who inherited Brandon, and built the present house. He first mar¬ 

ried Mary, the daughter of Col. Cole Digges, she was the mother of 

his eldest son, Benjamin Harrison, who inherited Brandon. This 

Benjamin Harrison married Evelyn Taylor Byrd, daughter of Col. 

William Byrd, the third, of ‘Westover,’ by whom he had two sons, 

between whom the plantation was divided. The eldest son, George 

Evelyn Harrison, inherited the lower part, upon which the family 

seat stands, while William Byrd Harrison, the younger son, received 

the part upon which ‘Upper Brandon’ was built. 

“George Evelyn Harrison, of ‘Lower Brandon,’ married Isabella 

Ritchie, daughter of Thomas Ritchie, a distinguished Virginia edi¬ 

tor. Their son, George Evelyn Harrison, Jr., married Miss Gulielma 

Gordon, of Savannah, Georgia, and after her death the estate of 

‘Lower Brandon’ was owned by her sons and daughters. It is now 

owned by Gordon Harrison. 

“The mansion at ‘Upper Brandon’ was built by William Byrd 

Harrison, who married, first in 1827, Mary Randolph Harrison, of 

Goochland County, and second Ellen Wayles, daughter of Col. 

Thomas Jefferson Randolph, of Edge Hill, Albemarle County. After 

his death it was sold and passed into the hands of his nephew, George 

H. Byrd, of New York, whose son, Otway Byrd, now owns the place 

and lives there.” 

Continuing along the James after passing “Upper Brandon” 
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TIDEWATER VIRGINIA AND THE WESTERN SHORE 

one’s course is first southwest and then northwest until one rounds 

Windmill Point, where almost a westerly course is followed. Just 

beyond Herring Creek stands one of the most imposing colonial 

homes of Virginia. This is “Westover,” the home of the Byrd family. 

“From a deep green setting of shade trees and turf, ‘Westover,’ 

deep red, tall, stately and serene, gleams above James River. Its 

high and steep roof is unrelieved save by dormer windows and tower¬ 

ing chimneys. Its formal red brick walls are unencumbered by porch 

or ornament, but foot-worn gray stone steps rise in a pyramid to a 

white portal of exquisite taste. Above a fan-like massive cornice, 

supported by Corinthian pilasters, is capped by a carved pineapple 

emblem of hospitality—within a broken pediment. 

“The row of wonderful old tulip poplars, with their gnarled 

and twisted arms, in front of the house is believed to have stood for 

a century and a half, and the green carpet that stretches to the edge 

of the bluff is as old as the trees. 

“The main entrance to the grounds is at the rear, where noble 

iron gates, bearing the Byrd arms, swing between square brick piers 

ten feet high, surmounted by brass falcons standing with wings 

spread as if for flight. The interior of the mansion, with its great 

central hall and stairway, its panelled rooms whose ceilings are 

adorned with medallions and garlands in relief, its deep fireplaces 

and tall carved mantels, its massive doors with their huge brass 

locks, is in perfect keeping with the stateliness of the exterior— 

proclaims it at once as the home of culture and elegance.” 

About the year 1674, William Byrd, first of his name in Virginia, 

with his wife, Mary, came from England and settled near the falls 

of the James River, where they called their home Belvidere. In 1688, 

this William Byrd bought from Theodorick Bland the Plantation of 

Westover, and took up his abode there. About the year 1730 his 

son and heir, William Byrd the second, built the mansion which so 

fittingly crowns that fair plantation. 

“This William Byrd, second (1674-1744), was twice married; 

first to Lucy, daughter of Col. Daniel Parke (1669-1710), one of 
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Marlborough’s aides, and after her death, to Maria Taylor, of Ken¬ 

sington. The first wife was the mother of the beautiful Evelyn 

(1707-37), who died of a broken heart because her father refused his 

consent to her marriage with the Earl of Peterborough in England. 

“Col. William Byrd, third of the name (1729-77), a son of the 

second wife, heir of ‘Westover,’ married first Elizabeth Hill, daugh¬ 

ter of John Carter of ‘Shirley’; and second Mary, daughter of Charles 

and Anne Shippen Willing, of Philadelphia. He was dubbed the 

‘Black Swan,’ of Virginia. He served as colonel of a Virginia regi¬ 

ment during the French and Indian War (1756-62). 

“Col. William Byrd died in 1777, leaving at ‘Westover’ his widow 

and several daughters, who like the beautiful Byrds of former gener¬ 

ations were noted for their charms. They especially attracted some 

of the French officers, who had taken part in the siege of Yorktown, 

and the Marquis De Chastellux declared in his memoirs that ‘West- 

over’ was the most beautiful place in America. ‘Westover’ was twice 

visited by the British Army during the Revolution. Arnold was 

there in 1781, and Cornwallis crossed the river there with his forces 

in April of the same year. 

“The splendid library at ‘Westover’ and the family plate were 

sold during the lifetime of Mrs. Mary Willing Byrd, and after her 

death the estate passed from the Byrd family. It was long the prop¬ 

erty of the Seldens, and passed from them by sale to Maj. Augustus 

Drewry, and from him in like manner to Mrs. Clarice Sears Ramsey. 

The present owner of ‘Westover’ is Mr. Richard Crane, former 

ambassador to Czechoslovakia. 

“Many interesting traditions linger about ‘Westover.’ The room 

of the lovely Evelyn Byrd is still pointed out, and it is said that the 

tap of her high-heeled slippers and the swish of her silken gown may 

sometimes be heard on the broad stair in the watches of the night.” 

Not far from the house, at the site of the old Westover Church may 

be seen her tomb, together with those of her grandfather, the first 

William Byrd, Theodorick Bland and other worthies of an earlier 

time. Her father’s ashes rest under a handsome tomb in the garden. 
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“Westover” had its taste of the War of 1861-65, as well as of the 

Revolution, for there McClellan’s Army camped after the retreat 

from Richmond. 

Westover Church was built about 1740, after the site close to 

“Westover” house was given up. It had a checkered career, having 

been used as a barn, during the general depression of the Episcopal 

Church at the beginning of the nineteenth century, and during the 

War Between the States used by Federal troops as a stable. It has 

now been thoroughly restored. 

About five miles above “Westover” on the left is the beautiful 

Appomattox River which leads to Petersburg. One of the most his¬ 

toric and interesting places in this city is old “Blandford Church,” 

known as “Brick Church on Wells Hill,” built in 1737. With the 

exception of two additions to the old rectangular building it has re¬ 

mained the same until recent years. Sometime ago the church was 

converted into a Confederate Memorial Chapel. In 1879 Dr. Slaugh¬ 

ter wrote concerning the church: “Blandford is chiefly remarkable for 

the melancholy charm of a moss-covered and ivy-embroidered ante- 

Revolutionary church. At present in the most picturesque place of 

dilapidation.” 

Old Blandford and its graveyard are the pride of Petersburg, and 

the most attractive of all her historical surroundings. As one wanders 

about among the tombstones stopping from time to time to decipher 

some half-obliterated inscription, the ancient glory of the church is 

brought vividly to mind. From the churchyard one sees about two 

miles off to the north the hills on the Chesterfield side of the river, 

from which Lafayette, in 1781, standing by his guns, must have 

watched the bombardment of the British in Petersburg—which is 

said to have disturbed the dying hours of the English General 

Phillips, who was buried in the southeast corner of Blandford church¬ 

yard. 

“In 1864, during the siege of Petersburg, the old churchyard did 

not entirely escape the rain of shells directed against the town. To¬ 

day bullets are frequently found in the cemetery. It is scarcely nec- 

[59] 



THE CHESAPEAKE BAY COUNTRY 

essary to add that Blandford Church possesses a literature of its own, 

the natural outgrowth of the thoughts and emotions which it has 

itself inspired. We refer the reader to Dr. Slaughter’s valuable ‘His¬ 

tory of Bristol Parish,’ where the greater part of what is best in that 

literature may be found.” 

Just above the point where the Appomattox enters the James is 

beautiful old “Shirley,” in Charles City County, Virginia. “Four 

square to the world and three stories high it stands in the midst of 

a lawn shaded by giant oaks. Rows of many-paned dormer windows 

look out from all four sides of its sloping roof, and huge chimneys 

tower above them. To the rear of the mansion are substantial brick 

outbuildings. At one side lies the flower garden with its box hedges, 

old-fashioned roses and beds of sweet lavender and mignonette, while 

the front commands a beautiful view of the river. 

‘ ‘The family history of ‘Shirley,’ like that of Brandon, is illustrated 

by a splendid collection of old mahogany, portraits, brasses and 

silver, for also like Brandon, the estate has never been in the market. 

“Just when ‘Shirley’ was built is not known. The plantation was 

granted in 1660 to Col. Edward Hill, a member of the House of 

Burgesses, and one of his Majesty’s Council. Elizabeth Hill, upon 

the death of her brother, Col. Edward Hill, third, without male issue 

descent, became the heiress of ‘Shirley’ and married, in 1723, John 

Carter, of Corotoman. Through this marriage the Carter family 

became the owners of ‘Shirley. ’ It was Anne Carter of ‘Shirley’ who 

married ‘Light Horse Harry Lee,’ and was the mother of Gen. Rob¬ 

ert E. Lee, of Confederate fame. 

“The last master of ‘Shirley,’ Capt. Robert Randolph Carter, was 

an officer in the United States and also the Confederate Navy. He 

married Miss Louise Humphreys, of Annapolis, Maryland. Upon 

her death in 1906, her daughters, Mrs. Bransford and Mrs. Oliver, 

became the mistresses of ‘Shirley’.” This estate is now owned by 

Mrs. A. C. Bransford. 

Above “Shirley,” if the James was perfectly straight, it would be 

a short distance to the Capital of the State, but owing to its meander- 
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ing course, the traveler must continue a great distance. Dutch Gap, 

which played an important part in the War Between the States, 

makes a cut-off instead of going round Fara’s Island, and the river 

above this point follows almost a northerly course to the beautiful 

city of Richmond. Here is one of the most interesting cities in the 

country. 

Of its many homes and historic buildings of colonial construction, 

one of the most challenging is the oldest house in Richmond, some¬ 

times referred to as “Washington’s Headquarters.” This was the 

first house built after the town was laid off. Jacob Ege erected the 

house in 1737. It is now an Edgar Allan Poe Shrine, in which are 

collected many articles connected with the famous poet. 

So many of the old homes of Richmond have beautiful gardens 

laid out more than a century ago, and here the boxwood is the center 

of attraction. At “Buck Hill,” in the very heart of Richmond, is a 

splendid growth of sempervirens box, which an old record shows to 

have been twelve feet high in 1813. The years that have passed have 

increased the height to thirty-four-foot hedges closing a space of one 

hundred by two hundred feet. Though the plantation has dwindled 

to fifty acres, the sun still shines on this remaining garden, making it 

hard to realize that the rural green is situated near the center of the 

foremost Virginia city. 

Continuing up the James about twelve miles above Richmond, 

on the north bank is “Tuckahoe,” which was founded by William 

Randolph in 1678. The original tract extended twelve miles along 

James River. The name “Tuckahoe” came from the Indians, who 

called an edible root, which grew in profusion on the estate, by that 

name. 

The house, built in 1690, by William Randolph for his son 

Thomas, is claimed as the oldest frame building in the country. It 

consists of two separate buildings connected by a central hall. Wide 

entrance doors lead into it from the north, south, east and west. The 

interior of “Tuckahoe” is particularly interesting. Every room is 
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paneled in black walnut or heart pine and the north stairway shows 

beautiful hand carving. 

The garden is one of the most attractive features. Called a maze, 

the fifty-six beds of which it consists, prove, upon examination to 

have been laid off along symmetrical lines with direct exits from a 

central point. Each bed is edged with dwarf boxwood which, if 

measured by length of the planting, would extend from one to two 

miles. There is probably more dwarf box at “Tuckahoe” than any 

other place in America. 

General and Mrs. William Wilson Sale make “Tuckahoe” their 

country home. Mrs. Sale, president of the James River Garden Club, 

is an authoress of wide reputation. 

Still in the James River plantation belt and not far from “Tucka¬ 

hoe” is “Elk Hill,” once the property of Thomas Jefferson and now 

owned by Mr. Thomas Stokes. The garden at “Elk Hill” is second 

only to Mount Vernon, and shows more consistent care than any in 

Virginia. It is approached over a winding brick walk with eighteen- 

inch boxwood bushes on both sides. It is noteworthy that six hun¬ 

dred and eighty-five specimens of this beautiful shrub were propa¬ 

gated on the place by Mrs. Stokes, who has made a study of the 

propagation and laying out of boxwood gardens. 

Leaving the historic James River one rounds the “tail of the 

horseshoe” and continues up the western side of the bay, passing the 

Back River and the Puquoson River; the latter famous for the 

log canoes of the Chesapeake built there. We continue to the left 

of York Spit Lighthouse, round the light off Tue Point and enter the 

deep waters of the York River, one of the best harbors on the bay. 

Situated on a hill overlooking the York River harbor lies all that is 

left of historic Yorktown, the city made famous by the surrender of 

Lord Cornwallis. 

This little town was built in 1691 as successor of “York Planta¬ 

tion.” It was never more than a village in size, but owing to its situa¬ 

tion it did a great shipping business for more than a century. The 

oldest brick building now standing in Yorktown is the “Custom 
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House,” built in 1715. Upon the brow of the hill, facing the river, 

and a short distance away from the “Custom House,” stands the 

picturesque “Old Nelson House,” or “York Hall.” The massive¬ 

ness of the commodious brick mansion and its situation upon a 

terrace some distance above the street and within an old-fashioned 

walled garden whose entrance gates are guarded on either side by tall 

thick box trees, give it an air of dignified seclusion and security. 

Indoors, interest is added by a hidden stairway leading to the garret, 

to which a secret panel in the dining-room gives entrance. “As the 

home of Thomas Nelson (1738-89), Governor of Virginia, signer of 

the Declaration of Independence and Major-General in the Revolu¬ 

tionary Army, and as the headquarters of Lord Cornwallis during the 

siege of 1781, this house is the most historic, as well as the most 

attractive now standing in Yorktown. 

“The site of the mansion of ‘Secretary’ Nelson, uncle of Gover¬ 

nor Nelson, which was destroyed during the siege, is still pointed 

out. Secretary Nelson was brought out of Yorktown under flag of 

truce and congratulated the American officer upon the havoc of their 

bombardment of his own house.” 

“York Hall” is now owned by Capt. George P. Blow, who has 

entirely rebuilt the house so as to preserve it as a historic monument. 

A brick wall with wooden gates replaces the dilapidated picket fence. 

The entrance porch has been rejuvenated to conform with the rest 

of the house, and dormers make the attic floor habitable according 

to modern ideas. The red and black room, now used as a study by 

Captain Blow, was restored from tests made on the old woodwork 

and painting. The English method of glazing colors was used to 

soften all of the surfaces and blend the colors together. Over the 

slightly yellowish brown, the Chinese reds and blacks were wiped 

on and rubbed down, and then the whole stippled with a purple glaze 

and dusted; the yellow coming through the other colors harmonizes 

the whole with the black and gold metal facings. The doors at “York 

Hall” had in their upper panels round holes cut there during the War 

Between the States, when the house was used as a hospital. At the 
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beginning of the restoration, all plaster work and woodwork were 

removed from the place, and the entire house fumigated and steri¬ 

lized. All weakness and rotting of construction was disclosed by this, 

and today the house s probably better constructed than it was in 

the beginning. In the great hall the panel walls were restored as else¬ 

where throughout the house, and the carved mahogany stair railing 

replaces the crude railing of an earlier day. This railing is the only 

new feature of woodwork introduced, however. The old dining¬ 

room of “York Hall” is of splendid proportion and dignity, and one 

seems to feel in it the splendor and color of old times. The curiously 

fashioned capitals here are hard to understand, except that slaves 

may have fashioned them from meagre descriptions of the Corin¬ 

thian capital. The Virginia pine-wood of all the interior finish of the 

hall underneath has turned to a burnt russet or mahogany red. 

The York River has always played a conspicuous part in the wars 

of this country. The great Atlantic Fleet of our Navy was anchored 

part of the time during the World War in this river. Opposite York- 

town is Gloucester Point, which is connected by ferry with the town. 

Above York town one follows the river practically due northwest in 

a perfectly straight line. At West Point, where the steamers from 

Baltimore dock, a railroad connects with the Virginia Capital. At 

this point the York River forks into two branches, the right one of 

which is called Mattaponi River, and the left Pomunkey. 

Leaving the York River and rounding York Spit, one proceeds 

up the Chesapeake. On the left is Mobjack Bay with its numerous 

tributaries extending up into the land like fingers, most important 

of which are East, North, Ware and Severn rivers. The famous Mob- 

jack Bay oysters come from this Virginia port. Rounding New Point 

Comfort Lighthouse and continuing up past the Wolf Trap Light¬ 

house, about ten miles beyond, one comes to the mouth of the 

Piankatank. Located several miles southwest of Green Point wharf 

on this River is “White Marsh,” the old Tabb place. 

Inland, but in the midst of ample and picturesque grounds, lies 

this fair homestead. During the colonial period, a branch of the well- 
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known Whiting family owned this plantation. After the Revolution 

they occupied an earlier homestead and “White Marsh” became the 

property of the distinguished lawyer, Thomas Reade Rootes (1764- 

1824). At his death it passed to his widow, who left it to her daughter 

by a first marriage, Eveline Matilda Prosser. She gave her hand and 

fortune to John Tabb, who became the wealthiest man in Gloucester 

County. Mrs. Tabb made at “White Marsh” a terraced garden, which 

became famous. Among its features were arbor vitae trees, planted and 

trimmed to form summerhouses, with running roses climbing over 

them. Their son, Philip, was next master of “White Marsh.” Since 

it passed from the Tabbs “White Marsh” has had several owners, 

one of whom, among other changes, gave the mansion a pillared 

portico. 

The Piankatank River has a very crooked channel and is difficult 

to navigate. After leaving this river one rounds Stingray Point and 

enters the Rappahannock, which is one of the most picturesque 

rivers in Virginia. 



CHAPTER IV 

TIDEWATER VIRGINIA AND THE WESTERN SHORE 

From the Rappahannock to Mount Vernon, including the south side of 

the Potomac and its tributaries. 

THE Rappahannock, one of the great rivers of Virginia, is navi¬ 

gable for large craft to Fredericksburg. A short distance be¬ 

yond the entrance to the river on the right is Carter’s Creek, 

located on which are the town of Irvington, a great oyster center, 

and many beautiful homes. One of these is the residence of Col. W. 

McDonald Lee, Commissioner of Fisheries of Virginia, a member of 

the well-known Lee family. 

Between Carter’s Creek and the Corotoman are the remains of 

the old “King” Carter mansion, known as “Corotoman,” which was 

situated in the midst of its great plantation of eight thousand acres 

of land. However, about thirty acres only are now known as the 

“King” Carter place. The first mansion was destroyed by fire, but 

the foundation of it is plainly seen during the winter, after the grass 

has been killed by frost. 

Three miles from this old homestead, now between the towns of 

Irvington and Kilmarnock, stands “Christ Church,” better known 

as “King Carter’s Church,” which was built and completed in 1732 

by Robert Carter. On the same site a small church was built in 1670 

by his father, John Carter, immigrant from England and the pro¬ 

genitor of the well-known Carter family of Virginia and Maryland. 

From his home “King” Carter built a splendid road to the church, 

drained by deep ditches and walled on each side by a hedge of goodly 

cedars. Along this avenue the “Corotoman” coach swung on Sun¬ 

days, and, tradition says, the rest of the congregation waited in the 
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churchyard until its arrival, when they followed the bewigged and 

beruffled “King” into the church. 

This landmark of colonial days is in the form of a Greek cross, 

with walls three feet thick. The ceiling forming a groined arch is 

thirty feet from the floor, which is formed of well-preserved sand¬ 

stone in large slabs. The seating capacity of the church is three 

hundred and fifty. One of the two largest pews was for the Carter 

family. Originally it was luxurious with damask upholstery and 

curtains on gilt rods screened the pew from the gaze of the rest of 

the congregation. Behind the pew embedded in the floor is a large 

slate slab covering the ashes of John Carter, his three wives and 

three or four children. Behind the corresponding large pew stands 

the beautiful station marble font, ornamented with cherub heads. 

These two pews and a narrow chancel cover the east transept of the 

church. 

The pulpit is of walnut and projects from the corner formed by 

the north and west transepts. It is very close to the high ceiling and 

resembles nothing so much as a bird box. It is reached by a winding 

stair at the front of which is a reading desk, just high enough to look 

over the top of the pews. 

The reredos is formed of two enormous tablets, each five by 

eight feet, inscribed with the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed. 

These tablets were a gift from the Commission on the Restoration 

of Colonial Churches in the Diocese of Virginia, and when erected 

in 1922 completed the interior restoration, which was started in the 

summer of 1920. Perhaps this historic church, if not the only one, 

is one of few that has escaped being modernized when being re¬ 

stored. The Carter tombs outside are all demolished, but parts lying 

round give evidence of the former magnificence of the monuments. 

Were the “King” to return, he would find the structure that he 

built so well exactly as he left it, with the addition only of a contri¬ 

bution box of generous proportions, well secured under the clerk’s 

desk and a bracket for a visitors’ register near the box. Before the 

visitors’ register was provided, names were written on the walls 

[77] 



THE CHESAPEAKE BAY COUNTRY 

and cut into the pews. Now that this sacred structure has been re¬ 

habilitated, it is hoped that soon it will have its own vestry and a 

regular schedule of services. For years only an occasional service 

has been held and these during the summer by the one clergyman 

of all the parishes in Lancaster County. People from far and near 

attend these services, as notices are given in advance of the day, 

Christ Church being the one historic monument of Lancaster County, 

guests of the hotel at Irvington, old Carter’s Creek, visit it almost 

immediately upon their arrival at the resort. Also located on the 

Upper Corotoman, is the Old Gordon home, “Verveille.” 

On the south side of the Rappahannock, just above “Coroto¬ 

man,” is beautiful “Rosegill,” the old Wormley homestead. “In 

1649, Ralph Wormley patented a tract of land wonderfully situated 

on the Rappahannock River, then Lancaster County, but now Mid¬ 

dlesex County, and established ‘Rosegill’ near Urbanna, which 

passed by inheritance to the fifth of the name, born 1744, died 1806. 

‘Rosegill’ was then sold, passing from the Wormleys.” This beauti¬ 

ful estate is owned by Senator J. Henry Cochran, of Williamsport, 

Pennsylvania, who restored the old mansion with the utmost care 

and good taste. 

“Encircled with wild roses and honeysuckles, this wonderful old 

Virginia homestead deserves its pretty, romantic name. To wind up 

the long hill from the little village of Urbanna, along a shady road, 

and to behold the fine old mansion, away off from its double outer 

gates is to realize how well some Virginians planned and builded. 

‘Rose Gill’ house sits square and imposing in thirty acres of lawn; 

on the left is the great kitchen with its fireplace, crane, spiders 

and pot-hooks. The mansion is unique. From the land porch> 

a square hall opens; to the left are sitting-room and dining-room, both 

immense; to the right are the library and drawing-rooms, equally 

spacious. The dining-room is paneled in mahogany, the sitting-room 

and library in oak, while the drawing-room is in white. Perallel to 

these large apartments runs one splendid hall, with a large door and 

eight large windows with seat opening to the square river porch. At 
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either end of this hall are winding stairs. Above are five great cham¬ 

bers and another sweep of hall, with windows overlooking the Rap¬ 

pahannock River. In the attic is one great chamber with fourteen 

beds for bachelors. The lawn from the back hall runs to the Rap¬ 

pahannock, which is, at this point, five miles wide. The green walk 

from the house to the river is bordered with roses its whole length.” 

Passing up the Rappahannock from “Rosegill,” and located 

on the northeast bank of the Rappahannock, in Lancaster County, 

are the remains of “Bewdley.” It was built in 1670 by Col. Wm. 

Ball, the second son of Wm. Ball the immigrant, who built “Millen- 

beck” on the Corotoman. 

After having stood the storm of two hundred and forty-seven 

years this interesting old home was destroyed by fire in 1917. The 

construction of “Bewdley” was of especial interest, and has been 

referred to as “the house shingled with dormers,” there being two 

rows of dormer windows in both the front and rear. Like many of 

the old houses it was constructed partly of brick covered with 

weather boarding. The first floor consisted of a large wide hall with 

double doors at each end, a drawing-room, dining-room and two 

large chambers. The drawing-room and two chambers had the low 

wainscoting, but the dining-room was remarkable for its ornate 

panels reaching to the ceiling and high carved mantel. All the rooms 

on the first floor had the customary open fireplace. A beautifully 

paneled staircase led to the second floor which consisted of five bed¬ 

rooms. These rooms, on account of the dormer windows, were what 

are usually called “knock heads.” There was a dormer window in 

the upper hall over the front door, and a dormer door at the rear 

led to a porch overlooking the river. A small short hall and two 

large rooms completed the main house. 

The kitchen was connected by a colonnade with the “great 

house,” and contained the usual cavarnous fireplace and the fur¬ 

nishings of the period, the crane, fire dogs, “the great pot and the 

little pot.” 

The slave quarters were some distance away from the main house. 
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The old meat house, with its heavy door thickly studded with large 

hand-made nails, and the barn, are still standing. There are fine 

walnut, oak and cedar trees on the lawn. 

When the first steamboat ran up the Rappahannock from Balti¬ 

more to Fredericksburg, “Bewdley” was used as a landing place. 

Whenever there were passengers awaiting the arrival of the boat, 

signals were made during the day by running up a white flag and at 

night a light was placed in one of the many dormer windows. During 

the War Between the States, the Government ships anchored off 

“Bewdley” and made it a landing place for foraging throughout the 

neighborhood. 

After the emancipation all the slaves ran away, except an old 

white-haired negro and his little woolly headed grandson. One day 

this little fellow seeing a boatload of sailors making for the house, 

ran upstairs in great fright, exclaiming, “Ole Mistis, the Yankees 

is coming; please mam, hide me.” The lady of the house was stand¬ 

ing near the dormer window at the end of the upper hall. She 

hastily raised the window seat and pushed the child in, telling him 

to keep quiet, just as a drunken sailor was mounting the stairs. The 

sailor approached the lady to seize a watch and chain she was wear¬ 

ing. She screamed and an officer in the hall below rushed up and 

ordered the man to come down. The small negro in the box of the 

window seat just then raised the lid to see what was happening, and 

the drunken sailor, with his clouded vision, saw the two great shin¬ 

ing eyes, and exclaimed, “My God—the Devil,” and fell headlong 

down the steps. 

“Bewdley” is owned by Miss Anna E. B. Clark, of Baltimore. 

Miss Clark has been the moving spirit in the restoration of “King 

Carter’s Church.” 

Three miles from “Bewdley” near Nuttsville is “Epping Forest,” 

historic as the birthplace of Mary Ball (1707-89), the mother of 

George Washington. Her father, Col. Joseph Ball, born in England, 

May 24,1649, died at “Epping Forest” in 1711. As he left the planta¬ 

tion to his wife for life, it is probable, that after his death, it became 
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the property of his only son, Joseph Ball, who removed to England, 

where he was a bachelor of Guy’s Inn, and died in London in 1762. 

Continuing on up the Rappahannock for some miles on the north¬ 

erly bank, is “Sabine Hall.” “Sabine Hall” was built in 1730 for 

Landon Carter, a younger son of Robert (“King”) Carter of “Coroto- 

man,” and of his second wife, Betty Landon, and is still the home 

of his descendants. It crowns a commanding site overlooking the 

Rappahannock River, in Richmond County, which adjoins West¬ 

moreland County. The estate consists of about four thousand acres 

of land and stretches away to the river from this great mansion. 

“Sabine Hall” “descended from Col. Landon Carter to his son by 

his third marriage, Robert Wormley Carter; and from him to an¬ 

other Col. Landon Carter, whose son, another Robert Wormley 

Carter died in 1861. The estate then passed to his sister, Elizabeth, 

the wife of Dr. Armistead Nelson Wellford, who with his wife, 

Elizabeth Harrison, of the James River family, make this their home 

with their children.” 

Just a short distance up the Rappahannock in Richmond County, 

from “Sabine Hall,” is “Mount Airy,” which is the oldest Tayloe 

homestead. “It is situated upon the top of a high hill, about three 

miles back from the river. From the rear the house looks upon miles 

of broad gleaming river, with the houses of the little town of Tappa- 

hannock nestling among the green trees of Essex County, just south, 

across the river; much of this stretch of level country is part of the 

great ‘Mount Airy’ estate.” 

The house containing with its wings about twenty-five rooms was 

built in 1758 by Col. John Tayloe, who first lived on the part of the 

plantation near the river, where brick foundations are yet to be 

traced, and which is still known as the “Old Place Field.” 

“The house was designed after the style of an Italian villa, and 

is unlike any other colonial Virginia building. There is a center 

building, flanked by wings which stand some distance from and in 

advance of the main structure and are joined to it by curved glazed 

covered ways, formerly used as conservatories. The mansion is thus 
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given a semi-circular form, half enclosing a grass plot, reached from 

the main entrance by heavy brown stone steps, ornamented with 

bronze dogs. From the grass plot a terrace, descended by another 

massive stairway of brown stone, with balustrades bearing stone 

urns, and slopes to the level of the park. Below the terrace and just 

in front of the stairway is an ancient sundial, and beyond this, and 

to the northward, lies a great grove of old oaks and cedars, once the 

home of a goodly herd of deer.” 

Col. John Tayloe, the builder, belonged to the third generation 

of his family in Virginia. His grandfather, William Tayloe, of Lon¬ 

don, came to Virginia and was a burgess in 1710. “Mount Airy” is 

now owned by William Tayloe. 

The Rappahannock above “Mount Airy” narrows down and fol¬ 

lows a very winding course in the direction of Fredericksburg. We 

pause at Hopyard Wharf, for standing on a bluff is “Powhatan,” 

another Tayloe house of the Rappahannock plantation country. 

“Powhatan” was built about a century ago by Col. Edward Thorn¬ 

ton Tayloe, of “Mount Airy” and the “Octagon,” and at that time 

the plantation contained about one thousand acres. During the War 

Between the States the house was the headquarters for Union troops, 

and the handsome mahogany furniture was destroyed. In fact it was 

said that after Colonel Tayloe was made prisoner, the family ref- 

ugeed, taking with them some few pieces of furniture, hoping to 

save that much from destruction, but it is understood that even that 

furniture was lost. After the war, not a fence-rail was left at “Pow¬ 

hatan,” the rails having been used for firewood. 

“Powhatan” is constructed on Georgian lines, having two wings: 

A large hall extends through the center of the house, flanked on one 

side by the dining-room and parlors and on the other by the library, 

breakfast-room and culinary department, making in all thirteen 

rooms. The servants’ quarters are located outside the yard. The 

house commands a beautiful view of the Rappahannock. “Pow¬ 

hatan” now contains about seven hundred acres, and is owned by 

Bladen Tasker Tayloe, grandson of Colonel Tayloe, the builder. 
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The reaches of the Rappahannock from Hopyard up the river 

are very beautiful, and the river continues to wind until historic 

Fredericksburg is reached. Here we find many buildings of interest. 

Tradition holds that white men first saw the spot now occupied by 

Fredericksburg in 1570, thirty-seven years before the settlement of 

the first English permanent colony in America. While this cannot 

be historically established, it is a fact of record in the diary of a mem¬ 

ber of the party that Capt. John Smith reached the spot in 1608, one 

year after the establishment of Jamestown. In 1671, the town was 

recognized by “The Grande Assemblie at James Cittie” and began 

to take an important part in the colonial life. In 1727 it was incor¬ 

porated with the functions of a municipality by the House of Bur¬ 

gesses at Williamsburg and named for Frederick, Prince of Wales, 

father of George the Third, from whom the people of the town later 

helped to wrest their land. Its streets were given names in honor of 

members of the royal family — names which fortunately endure 

to-day. 

In the early life of the republic, Fredericksburg was an important 

political and trading center and continued to grow until the War 

Between the States, when it was the scene of two bloody battles and 

a devastating bombardment, while within a radius described by a 

half circle extending west for twelve miles were fought the battles of 

Chancellorsville, the Wilderness, Bloody Angle, Spotsylvania Court¬ 

house, Todd’s Tavern and others of less importance. 

One of the most interesting buildings in Fredericksburg is the 

“Rising Sun Tavern,” which is a famous old colonial hostelry, which 

has been purchased by the Association for the Preservation of Vir¬ 

ginia Antiques. This Association has also purchased the old “Mary 

Washington House,” where the mother of George Washington lived, 

on Charles and Lewis streets. 

Other places of special interest in Fredericksburg are “St. 

George’s Church,” of which Rev. Patrick Henry, uncle of the famous 

orator, was first rector, containing a memorial window to Mary 

Washington; “Masonic Lodge,” in which George Washington was 

[87] 



THE CHESAPEAKE BAY COUNTRY 

initiated, raised and passed as a Master Mason on November 4,1752, 

and which later conferred an honorary degree on General Lafayette; 

“Kenmore,” built 1746 by Fielding Lewis for his wife Betty, George 

Washington’s only sister, the interior decorations having been done 

by Hessian prisoners during the Revolution; the home of James 

Monroe, President of the United States and author of the Monroe 

Doctrine, and the home of Matthew Fontaine Maury, Pathfinder of 

the Seas, whose genius made possible the laying of the Atlantic cable; 

also, “Chatham,” on Stafford Heights opposite Fredericksburg, 

built in 1721. Washington, Lafayette, Mason and others of that day 

visited here, and it was here that General Lee met and wooed the 

beautiful Nellie Custis. 

The “Mary Washington Monument” is a tribute to the persis¬ 

tence of those who would honor the memory of the mother of Wash¬ 

ington. Mary Washington died in 1789. In 1833, on the seventh of 

May, the cornerstone of a proposed monument was laid with im¬ 

posing ceremonies. This monument was to be constructed by the 

private munificence of Mr. Silas Burrows, a wealthy merchant of 

New York. It was only partly completed, however, because of the 

failure of Mr. Burrows in business. In 1889, the centennial year of 

the death of Mary Washington, an association of patriotic ladies was 

formed to collect money to continue the work. When a sufficient 

amount of money was in hand, it was found that the original monu¬ 

ment was in such condition that it would be best to have it taken 

down and an entirely new monument erected. The new monument 

was executed by Mr. William J. Crawford, of Buffalo, N.Y. The 

material of the old monument was broken up and placed in the 

foundation of the new one. This new monument is a solid granite 

shaft fifty-one and a half feet high. With the base, the total height 

of the monument is fifty-five feet. The monument was dedicated 

with appropriate ceremonies on May 10, 1894. 

After rounding the Rappahannock Spit on leaving the Rappa¬ 

hannock, one passes the lighthouse on Windmill Point and continues 

northward passing the mouth of Fleet Bay. A short distance beyond 
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is Dividing Creek, which makes in from the Chesapeake. Situated 

on its southwest bank overlooking the bay is “Ditchley” which was 

one of the grants of land made to Col. Richard Lee, who immigrated 

to Virginia in 1642. “Ditchley” was named after a Lee estate near 

Oxford, England, now owned by Lord John Dillon. Colonel Lee 

gave the place to his seventh son, Hancock Lee. In 1789 “Ditchley” 

was purchased by Col. James Ball, Jr., who married Lettice, the 

granddaughter of Hancock Lee. Several years ago Mr. J. Wilmot 

Ball, who had inherited the estate, sold it to Mrs. C. L. Keane, who 

is also of the Lee family. 

The two-story mansion is massively built of brick and contains 

throughout many spacious rooms. In the great hallway is a beautiful 

“Queen Anne” staircase, in an excellent state of preservation. An 

interesting old graveyard is at “Ditchley” and contains well-pre¬ 

served tombs of the early Lees and Balls. 

The old kitchen near the house is also of brick and well preserved. 

It has the regular utensils for the great fireplace, including the iron- 

ribbed frame for pig roasting. The lawn is spacious and is dotted 

with forest trees. 

Passing out of Dividing Creek one turns northward and heads up 

the bay. The Great Wicomico Lighthouse is passed on the left hand 

which marks the entrance to the Great Wicomico River. On the 

body of land lying between this river and the Little Wicomico to the 

northward was once located the Indian village of “Cinquack.” 

Capt. John Smith marked its location when he made the map of the 

Chesapeake in 1608. Smith’s Point marks the entrance to the broad 

Potomac, the largest river of the Chesapeake Bay Country. From 

Smith’s Point Lighthouse to Point Lookout is twelve and a half miles. 

After passing inside of Smith’s Point and heading up the Potomac 

there is a long stretch of sand beach, rising from which are the hills 

of the “Northern Neck,” pine groves, and here and there farm build¬ 

ings. There are no harbors until Coan River is reached. 

Beautifully located on a lofty hill rising from the east bank of 

this river stands “Mantua” with its four great columns and large 
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piazza, from which one looks over a wide panorama. Tradition says 

that the foundations of this house are built of the bricks of the ruins 

of “Northumberland House,” which was located nearby on the 

banks of the Potomac, and was the seat of the Presley family. “Mr. 

Presley,” relates Wilstach, “probably came across the river with the 

immigrants from Maryland, for he appears among the earliest set¬ 

tlers and was the first representative in the House of Burgesses in 

1647. Beyond this all that appears to be known of the doughty 

builder of ‘Northumberland House’ is that he was murdered there 

by his servants.” 

Leaving Coan River one has to keep well out in the Potomac to 

clear Hog Island before heading up. A few miles run brings us 

abreast of the Yeocomico River, which has a broad entrance and 

offers an excellent harbor for light draft vessels. Its three branches 

with their many small creeks and coves resemble a great oak tree. 

The town of Kinsale is located near the head of this river. King- 

score Creek, a tributary of the Yeocomico, extends well into the 

land, and a short distance beyond its head waters is “Yeocomico 

Church,” in Westmoreland County, which was built in 1710. This 

church is identified with the early history of Virginia. The architec¬ 

ture is rough but strongly put together. Its figure is that of a cross 

and is situated in the midst of aged trees surrounded by a brick 

wall now fast mouldering away. 

During the last war with Great Britain it was shamefully abused 

by the soldiers quartered there. The communion table was removed 

to the yard and used as a butcher’s block. The baptismal font was 

also taken and used by the soldiers. The church remained in ruins 

until 1820 when it was rebuilt and the old communion table and 

font were restored. Repairs and alterations have been made from 

time to time. The original pews have been replaced by more modern 

ones and the old-fashioned pulpit with a sounding board is gone. In 

its place is a reading desk and pulpit of recent design. The old sun¬ 

dial, which bears on its face the name of Philip Smith and the date 

1717, has been removed from its post before the church and is now 
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kept in the rectory. The churchyard contains many tombs dating 

from the early days of Westmoreland County parish. 

Leaving the Yeocomico, a vessel should head about northwest, 

passing on the right Piney Point and just beyond to the left Ragged 

Point Lighthouse, where the course is changed to about west in order 

to proceed up the river. Just beyond Ragged Point is Lower Macho- 

doc Creek and not a great distance beyond this is the Nomini Bay. 

On the east bank of the Nomini stood “Bushfield,” the early seat 

of John Augustine Washington, younger brother of George Wash¬ 

ington. 

Currioman Bay makes well into the land and a long peninsula 

covered by sand and low scrubby trees extends well out into the bay. 

A short distance beyond are great perpendicular cliff’s several hun¬ 

dred feet high. These are known as the Cliffs of Nomini, and located 

thereon are two famous homes. On the upper slope of the great hill 

which rises from Currioman Bay and with an extended view well 

down the Potomac was “Chantilly,” the seat of Richard Henry Lee, 

one of the able men of Virginia in the struggle for independence, who 

was a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses and of the first 

general Congress and a signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

Beyondis “Stratford,”in an out-of-the-way corner of Westmore¬ 

land County, in the midst of a vast wooded estate, on a high bluff of 

the Potomac River and approached from the landward by a narrow 

lonely and densely shaded road; “‘Stratford,’ the sturdy castle of 

the sturdy race of Lee in Virginia. From the landing of their first 

ancestor upon the shores of Virginia about 1640 until the present 

day, these Lees have never lacked sons to render service to their 

country, and to make their name illustrious. 

“Founded in Virginia by a gentleman of worth and estate, who 

held some of the highest offices in the Colonial Government, this 

family has given Virginia one Governor and four members of the 

Council of State, and twelve members of the House of Burgesses. 

“Part of the Stratford estate was patented by Richard Lee, the im¬ 

migrant, and inherited by his son, John Lee. At his death, in 1673, 
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passed to his brother Col. Richard Lee (1647-1714). The first man¬ 

sion of‘Stratford’ was built by Thomas Lee (1690-1750), a younger 

son of this Richard Lee, but soon after,in 1729,it was burned by con¬ 

vict servants. The loss was estimated at fifty thousand pounds. This 

builder of ‘Stratford’ was a man of great prominence in the colony, 

was president of the Council and also acting Governor from Septem¬ 

ber 5, 1749,to November 14, 1750. He, like his famous son, Richard 

Henry Lee, was buried in the old family burying-ground at Mount 

Pleasant.” After the death of Maj. Henry Lee in Paris in 1837, the 

estate passed from the family and is now the home and property of 

Doctor W. H. Stuart. 

“Stratford” house consists of two wings, thirty by sixty feet, con¬ 

nected by a great hall, twenty-five by thirty feet, which gives the 

mansion the form of the capital letter H. 

Up the Potomac from Nomini is Pope’s Creek, which has a very 

shoal entrance, and is not navigable for craft of any draft. It was 

on this creek that “Wakefield” was located, which was the birth¬ 

place of George Washington. 

Continuing up the Potomac one has to go well out to the center 

of the river in order to avoid the shoals that project from the Vir¬ 

ginia side. A few miles beyond is situated the town of Colonial 

Beach, which is a great summer resort for the residents of Washing¬ 

ton. Lieut.-Com. William H. Caldwell, U.S.N.R.F., a veteran of 

the Spanish-American War and the World War, is now mayor of this 

town and is doing much to add to its attractions. 

About three miles above Colonial Beach, to the left, is Upper 

Machodoc Creek, at the mouth of which is located Dahlgren, the 

Naval Proving Ground for testing of long-range guns. It was at this 

point that Edward Booth, after having his leg set by Dr. Mudd on 

the Charles County side, stopped and was given lodging by Mrs. 

Rousby Quesenberry, who resided in the old Quesenberry home 

on the north bank of Upper Machodoc Creek. When he was leaving 

the next morning she furnished Booth with her satchel, and he prom¬ 

ised that should he be taken the satchel would be destroyed. He 
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kept his word, for only the ribs of the satchel were found after the 

destruction of the barn in which he took refuge. Had the satchel 

been found intact with the name of the owner stamped thereon, 

there is no doubt that Mrs. Quesenberry would have been hanged 

with Mrs. Surratt. As it was she was taken to Washington, and it 

was with great difficulty that her release was secured. Booth, after 

leaving the Upper Machodoc, passed on south across the Rappahan¬ 

nock to the home of Richard H. Garnett, in whose bam he was 

shot by a Federal soldier. 

At the beginning of the World War, the United States Navy was 

confined in the proving of its great guns to Indian Head, which had 

a limited range of eighteen thousand yards. The necessity for this 

great station was recognized and its development carried on by 

Capt. Ralph Earle, U.S.N. (then Rear-Admiral, Chief of the 

Bureau of Ordnance), Capt. Henry E. Lackey, U.S.N., Inspector 

of Ordnance in Charge, and Assistant Inspector Samuel A. Clement, 

U.S.N. The latter two officers were born in the State of Virginia. 

This proving ground developed a range of eighty-eight thousand 

yards and the shells from the great fourteen-inch and sixteen-inch 

navy guns are now projected down the Potomac, in order to test 

their maximum range. Indian Head and Dahlgren played an im¬ 

portant part in developing naval ordnance, which was effectively 

used on the other side. 

Leaving Upper Machodoc Creek, one heads almost due north for 

about five miles and after rounding Mathias Point the course is about 

southwest. A very commanding and beautiful colonial home, which 

overlooks the Potomac above Mathias Point, is “Cedar Grove,” the 

Richard Stuart homestead. It was here that Booth first stopped 

after crossing the Potomac from Charles County, but not meeting 

with a warm reception, he continued to Upper Machodoc Creek. 

Continuing on about the same course is “Chatterton,” one of the 

Tayloe homesteads, and situated about three miles back from the 

banks of the Potomac, above Somerset Beach, and eighteen miles 

from Fredericksburg, amid its surrounding forest, in King George 
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County, is “Marmion.” The Lewis family is one of those which 

largely created historic Virginia, and the present owner of “Mar¬ 

mion,” Miss Lucy Lewis, is the direct descendant of the immigrant, 

Gen. Robert Lewis, who, in 1650, received a grant of thirty-three 

thousand three hundred and thirty-three acres. 

Tradition and the surrounding circumstances would indicate that 

“Marmion” was built in 1674, by William Fitzhugh, whose will was 

probated in Stafford County in 1701, and who devised the estate to 

his son Thomas. From the latter it passed to one Hall and from him 

was purchased by George Lewis, a nephew of George Washington 

and son of Colonel Fielding and Elizabeth Washington Lewis. The 

estate has remained in the Lewis family to the present date. 

Mr. Frank Conger Baldwin, in his article in the Journal of the 

American Institute of Architects, “Early Architecture of the Rap¬ 

pahannock Valley,” gives an interesting description of the interior 

of “Marmion.” 

“If the visitor to ‘Marmion’ has gained from its exterior the im¬ 

pression that it possesses no particular features of architectural in¬ 

terest, he receives a thrill of surprise and pleasure immediately upon 

crossing the threshold. The ample proportions of the hall speak a 

hospitable welcome, and the architectural detail of wainscoting, cor¬ 

nice and stairway at once mark the designer as a man of training and 

refinement. The beautifully turned newel post and balusters, the 

graceful ramps and the easy rise of the treads, give evidence of 

thoughtful designing. The woodwork of the hall is black walnut, 

richly toned and mellowed by age. But the surprise with which one 

discovers the drawing-room amounts to little less than shock. One 

cannot be prepared for the sudden transition from the simplicity of 

the exterior of ‘Marmion’ to the elaborateness of the richly decorated 

drawing-room. There cannot be a counterpart of this room anywhere 

in America. 

“The most remarkable feature of the room, and that which gives 

it its greatest distinction, is the fact that the woodwork, pilasters 

and panels are elaborately decorated with paintings. It is said that 
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the work was executed just after the Revolutionary War by a Hes¬ 

sian soldier who was picked up in a starving condition on the shore 

of the nearby Potomac, and that he performed this service in token 

of his gratitude for the generous hospitality extended to him. The 

pigments used were made by him from clays found upon the prop- 
yy 

erty. 

Within the past few years this remarkable paneled room from 

“Marmion” has found a safe refuge from fire in the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art in New York City. 

The Potomac makes a great swing round Maryland Point and the 

course is almost north until Quantico, where is located the principal 

camp of the United States Marine Corps. Then we head more to the 

northeast. The Potomac narrows down at Quantico and then widens 

out opposite Indian Head. On the left is Occoquon Bay. The Poto¬ 

mac here bends to the right and then to the left. Near the mouth of 

Gunston Cove, somewhat screened by great trees and hedges, is 

“Gunston Hall,” the home of George Mason, close friend and ad¬ 

visor of Washington. At Mason’s death he left vast land holdings on 

upper tidewater Potomac, among which were “Hollin Hall,” and 

“Barbadoes” on Mason’s Island. 

In sight of “Gunston Hall” is “Mount Vernon.” 

[ ioi ] 



CHAPTER V 

SOUTHERN MARYLAND 

By Judge T. J. C. Williams 

THE five southern counties on the Western Shore of the Chesa¬ 

peake constitute what is generally known as Southern Mary¬ 

land. These counties, except for a small portion of Anne 

Arundel, are agricultural counties, farming being almost the only 

occupation of the mass of the people, fishing and oystering in the 

splendid waters of the section, however, is the employment of a con¬ 

siderable number. Except in those portions of Anne Arundel and 

Prince George’s counties adjacent to Baltimore and Washington, 

the white population of these counties is of almost unmixed Eng¬ 

lish blood, being the descendants in the main of the original set¬ 

tlers who came direct from England. Immigration from continental 

Europe has never reached them. Many of the eminent citizens of 

Maryland, who have been illustrious in the history of the state and 

some of who have figured largely in the country at large, have gone 

out from the homes and farms of these counties. Among them may 

be mentioned Thomas Johnson, the great war governor and judge, 

Roger Brooke Taney, chief justice, William Pinkney, one of the 

greatest, if not the greatest of American lawyers, Senator and Am¬ 

bassador to Great Britain, Thos. Sim Lee, the second governor, 

Chief Justice John Buchanan, Chief Justice Richard H. Alvey, 

Revedy Johnson, John Johnson, Judge Chase, Daniel Dulany, 

Charles Carroll, General Smallwood, Otho Holland Williams and a 

long line of other men who have served their country. Southern Mary¬ 

land has produced “men” and the gentle and cultured women who 

reared them. 

The Southern Maryland Society is composed almost exclusively 
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SOUTHERN MARYLAND 

of the descendants of the men and women who made the state in its 

infancy, and who did great work in securing, through trial and tribu¬ 

lation, the independence of the colonies and the creation of the 

Federal Union. 

Many of the details of the several counties given here are gath¬ 

ered from a very careful article written by Dr. Edward B. Mathews 

for the Maryland Geological Survey. 

ST. MARY’S COUNTY 

The Ark and The Dove cast anchor off St. Clement’s Island in the 

Potomac River on Lady Day, March 25, 1634. The colonists went 

ashore, a cross was erected, and Father White celebrated mass. At 

that time there were only four English settlements in the New World 

and they were widely separated. Those in New England were strug¬ 

gling with an inhospitable climate and all were contending with hostile 

Indians. The Ark and The Dove brought peace—religious peace, and 

peace and amity with the Indians. Shortly after the stop at St. 

Clement’s Island, the two little vessels dropped down the great 

river, entered the St. Mary’s River, where the colonists disembarked 

upon one of the most beautiful sites in America. It was in the early 

spring, the trees were bursting into leaf and the forest was carpeted 

with wild flowers. It must have been a pleasant sight to those weary 

travelers. They had started from Gravesend, hard by the grave of 

Pocahontas, in the middle of October. They sailed around to Cowes, 

on the Isle of Wight, from which place they set sail on the 22nd of 

November, 1633, for a voyage across an almost unknown ocean to a 

wild and unknown land peopled by savages and wild beasts. For four 

or five months these people, men, women and children, had been 

crowded in the narrow spaces of these two little boats, tossed about 

by the waves of the ocean. It must have been a pleasant sight to 

them when they landed on this beautiful spot. Governor Calvert 

found at St. Mary’s an Indian tribe who were about to abandon their 

village, and he wisely bought their wigwams as homes for the settlers. 

Then work began on a fort for the public defense. The city of St. 

Mary’s was laid out, and a government was organized by good Gov. 
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Leonard Calvert. Four years after the landing a “Town House” was 

built to accommodate the provincial government. In 1664 a council 

chamber was built, and in 1676 the first state house was completed. 

St. Mary’s City remained the capital of Maryland until 1695, when 

the archives and provincial government were removed to Annapolis, 

or “Anne Arundel Town, ’’ as it was then called. This was done be¬ 

cause the settlements had extended far to the north and west and St. 

Mary’s City, being on the extreme edge of the province, was difficult 

of access to the majority of the people. 

St. Mary’s was erected into a county about two years after the 

first settlement, and the county when first erected included the whole 

province. In February, 1637, a bill was introduced into the assembly 

constituting Kent Island as a “Hundred” of St. Mary’s County. In 

1654 the Puritan Government of the province changed the name of 

the county to “Potomac,” upon the theory that too much honor 

should not be given to the Blessed Virgin. In 1695 the county was 

given its present boundaries. About 1708 the county seat of St. 

Mary’s was removed to Leonardtown as being more convenient to 

the people. The name of the town at the time of removal was “Sey- 

mourtown, otherwise Sheppard’s Old Fields.” 

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 

The history of Anne Arundel County is largely the history of 

provincial Maryland, except the first fifty years. The original settle¬ 

ment was made on the Severn River by ten families of Puritans from 

Virginia. They called their new settlement Providence. In a short 

time settlements were made near Herring Creek, West River, South 

River, Middle Neck and Broad Neck. On April 29, 1650, an Act was 

passed “ for the erecting of Providence into a county by the name of 

Annarundell. ” This Act was passed a few months before Calvert 

County was created, and it was the first of the counties of Maryland 

which was erected by an Act of the Legislature. The county was 

named in honor of Lady Anne Arundel, wife of Cecil Calvert, Lord 

Baltimore. This was distasteful to the Puritan inhabitants, and 
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when they got the power, in 1654, the name of the county was 

changed to Providence, a name which it retained only two years. In 

1656, the name of Anne Arundel was restored. There have been 

many changes in the boundaries of the county, and the line dividing 

it from Calvert was not definitely fixed until 1825, when the present 

boundary was established by an Act of the Legislature. 

In 1695, Annapolis or “Anne Arundel Town” as it was then 

called, became the capital of Maryland and shortly became one of the 

most important towns in America—not for its size, but because it 

was the seat of one of the earliest American schools, and because of 

social conditions and of the character and importance of its chief 

citizens. The bar of Annapolis was famous throughout this land. 

Daniel Dulany, the great lawyer, was a citizen. Here Roger Brooke 

Taney and Francis Scott Key and Thomas Johnson studied law and 

began practice. And Annapolis gave to the American bar its most 

illustrious member, William Pinkney. Many of the provincial and 

state governors came from Anne Arundel. 

CALVERT COUNTY 

Calvert, the smallest of the counties of Maryland, has two begin¬ 

nings. In November, 1650, “Old Charles County” was erected with 

Robert Brooks “commander.” This county contained the territory 

which afterwards became Calvert County. It lasted for a short time 

only. In 1653 Robert Brooks was discharged. Calvert County was 

erected by its present name in July, 1654. Its original boundaries in¬ 

cluded both sides of the Patuxent River, being portions of the 

present counties of St. Mary’s, Charles, Prince George’s and Anne 

Arundel. This was in fact Old Charles County, only the name being 

changed. In November, 1654, when the Puritans got possession of 

the province, the name of the county was changed to Patuxent. In 

1658 the name “Calvert” was restored. The boundary line between 

Calvert and Anne Arundel was not definitely fixed until 1825, when 

the General Assembly appointed a commission to lay down the line. 

Calvert cannot boast of as many fine residences erected in provincial 

[107] 
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days as the other Southern Maryland counties, but there are many 

beautiful places along the fertile banks of the Patuxent. Near the 

mouth of the river is Point Patience, which was at one time con¬ 

sidered for the provincial capital. Not far distant is the seat of the 

Preston family. In the house of this estate the provincial legislature 

held its sessions during the Puritan ascendency. The first county 

seat was at “ Battel, ” so named from a town of that namein England. 

In 1725 the county seat was removed to its present location, then 

known as “William’s Old Fields.” Near Battel Creek is the estate 

upon which Roger Brooke Taney was born and grew to manhood. 

Among the early settlers in the county was Capt. Thomas Clagett, 

great-grandfather of Bishop Clagett, who came from the parish of 

St. Leonard’s, in London, and gave that name to the place where he 

settled and to the creek which in the War of 1812 was the scene of a 

naval battle between a flotilla of British boats and American boats 

commanded by Commodore Barney. Across Battel Creek from the 

Taney estate was the home of Robert Brooks, the “commander” of 

the original county. 

Calvert County was settled originally by families from England, 

or who came over the river from St. Mary’s. It is isolated by the 

waters which surround it, and the tide of immigration has passed it 

by, and so the present white population is of almost exclusive Eng¬ 

lish blood. This county has the distinction of having given to Mary¬ 

land two of her most distinguished citizens, to wit: Thomas Johnson, 

the great war governor, and Roger Brooke Taney, chief justice of the 

United States. 
CHARLES COUNTY 

In 1650 Charles County was erected, “as a favor to Robert 

Brooks, a friend of Lord Baltimore, who was on the point of bringing 

a company of colonists to the province. This Charles County, usually 

spoken of as Old Charles County, included the settlements on either 

side of the Patuxent to the head of navigation. It was the forerunner 

of Calvert County, to which it was changed a few years later.” 

(Maryland Geological Survey, Volume VI.) 
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The present Charles County was erected in 1658. The settle¬ 

ments of the Province had followed the navigable waters and had 

penetrated only a short distance from the shores of the Potomac, the 

Patuxent and the Chesapeake Bay. Therefore, as they followed up 

the Potomac, those along Nanjemoy and Port Tobacco creeks found 

it inconvenient to get to St. Mary’s City, and so, on April 13, 1658, 

for their accommodation, the new county was erected, with the 

county seat at Port Tobacco, where it remained until the court house 

burned down about 1891, when the present court house at La Plata 

was erected; the change having been made at a special election in 

1892. 

From certain public revenues a free school fund had been created 

in Maryland, and in 1774, by authority of the general assembly, the 

lands belonging to the schools in Charles, St. Mary’s and Prince 

George’s were sold and the school at “ Cool Springs, ” in St. Mary’s 

County, was created and named “Charlotte Hall” in honor of the 

Queen of England. In 1798 the school fund of Calvert County was 

added, but subsequently both Calvert and Prince George’s counties 

withdrew and since that time the venerable school has been con¬ 

ducted continuously under the authority of trustees from St. Mary’s 

and Charles counties. 

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY 

The early settlers in St. Mary’s very soon found the beautiful and 

fertile stretches of land along the Patuxent and went through the 

woods to make homes along that beautiful river. The first of these 

settlements were doubtless made near the mouth of the river, but 

they rapidly extended up stream until the territory within the 

present boundaries of Prince George’s was reached. And so the first 

settlements in the county were along the Patuxent River. At first 

Prince George’s was included in Old Charles County, which was 

erected in 1650, and over which Robert Brooks was the commander. 

This county was abolished in 1654 and the territory became Calvert 

County on both sides of the Patuxent. Then the land on the west 
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side of the river was taken from Calvert and the new Charles County 

was erected, which included the present Prince George’s down to 

1695, when Prince George’s was created and named in honor of 

Prince George of Denmark, the husband of the Queen of England. 

As first created, Prince George’s extended to the western boundary 

of the state and included what is now the District of Columbia and 

the counties of Montgomery, Frederick, Washington, Allegany and 

Garrett. In 1748 Frederick County was erected and that county ex¬ 

tended to the western boundary. At that time the whole of the terri¬ 

tory west of South Mountain was a wilderness, the only white in¬ 

habitants being trappers and hunters, except a small settlement at 

the mouth of the Conococheague. In 1791 the District of Columbia, 

taken from Prince George’s and Montgomery counties, was ceded to 

the United States. 

In the early days the portion of Prince George’s bordering on the 

Potomac was reserved for a tribe of Indians, and so the early settle¬ 

ments went to the Patuxent side of the county. 

Prince George’s has a great variety of soil and scenery. It was 

always the largest tobacco-growing county of Maryland and had 

most slaves. There has been a large overflow of population from 

Washington, and so the county has grown and prospered. The 

county has given to Maryland many of the governors and many of 

the most distinguished lawyers. 

[no] 



CHAPTER VI 

SOUTHERN MARYLAND 

From the Potomac to the Patuxent, including the counties of 
Charles and St. Mary’s. 

WHEN Leonard Calvert entered the Potomac River on the 

fifth of March, 1634, he sailed about thirty miles up that 

river and anchored off St. Clement’s Island, now known 

as Blackistone Island, which is off the mouth of Breton and St. 

Clement bays. Advised not to land for good and all until arriving 

at an understanding with the Indian Emperor at Piscataway, “Gov¬ 

ernor Calvert took two pinnaces and sailed up the river. On the way, 

with good fortune, they fell in with none other than Capt. Henry 

Fleet, who attached himself to the party as guide and interpreter.” 

Piscataway Creekis located almost opposite “Mount Vernon,’ ’ and 

a little above the boundary line of Charles County. It was at this 

point that the first negotiations were made between Calvert and the 

Indian Emperor. Coming down the Potomac a short distance from 

Piscataway is “Marshall Hall,” now famous as a summer resort 

for pleasure seekers from the National Capital. 

“Marshall Hall,” a quaint old seat, indistinct among the trees, 

and almost overlooked because of the gaudy structures of a modern 

pleasure resort. This was the ancient seat of the Marshalls of Mary¬ 

land. The five hundred acres were granted by Lord Baltimore to 

William Marshall in 1651. Charles Hanson Marshall will always be 

remembered for his land controversy which he had with his neighbor, 

George Washington. The outcome of this was a decision rendered 

in favor of Marshall. 

[in] 
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Leaving “Marshall Hall” the Potomac makes a bend to the 

southward around Hallowing Point, and on the left-hand side is 

Glymont, and just beyond are the tall stacks of Indian Head Prov¬ 

ing Ground. At Indian Head, cut in the side of the cliffs, is the Naval 

Proving Ground, established in 1892. Since that time, until recently 

when the Proving Plant was removed to Dahlgren, the hillside has 

rung with the echoes of the big guns. Every shell which is racked in 

the shellrooms of our great dreadnoughts was proved at Indian Head. 

Here every gun used on the ships and the great guns on railroad 

mounts used in France have been tested. All the armor plate on 

the sides of the giant battleships had to stand the test at this little 

plant. Likewise all the Navy’s powder had to meet the standard 

qualification at Indian Head. Back of the Proving Ground is the 

little town where the plant’s organization lives. 

Continuing down the Potomac, following the deep water which 

is nearer the Maryland side, we pass Mattawoman Creek, which is 

just below Indian Head, and after rounding “Stump Neck,” now 

owned by the Government, we follow a general southerly course 

and then a southeasterly course around Maryland Point, opposite 

which is the Maryland Point Lighthouse. The Potomac from Mary¬ 

land Point follows a general east southeasterly course, and on the left 

is Nanjemoy Creek, the tributaries of which, Avon River and Hill¬ 

top Fork, extend well up into the mainland of Charles County. Just 

beyond Nanjemoy Creek, where the Potomac bends sharply to the 

right around Matthias Point and here broadens out, is the mouth 

of the Port Tobacco River, the valley of which has long been famous 

for its agricultural value. Situated on the banks of this beautiful 

river and back on the lofty hills overlooking same are the old manor 

houses established by the early settlers of Charles County. At the 

head of Port Tobacco Creek stands old Port Tobacco. “About this 

little town which grew up at the waterside in the bowl of the lovely 

hills and later nearly vanished, there were many famous seats which 

carried traditions of able men of the eighteenth century. ‘Chandlee’s 

Hope’ was Col. William Chandlee’s seat; ‘Mulberry Grove’ was the 
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Old Houses at Port Tobacco 

The Early County Seat of Charles 

Near Port Tobacco 

View Over Port Tobacco River 



“Rose Hill” 

Overlooking Port Tobacco Valley 

The Great Boxwood Hedges on the South Lawn of “Rose Hill” 



SOUTHERN MARYLAND 

seat of John Hanson; ‘Rose Hill’ was the seat of Dr. Gustavus Brown; 

at ‘Habre De Venture’ lived Thomas Stone, signer of the Declara¬ 

tion of Independence; ‘Rosier’s Refuge’ was the seat of Col. John 

Couter; ‘La Grange’ is said to have been built by Washington’s inti¬ 

mate friend, Dr. James Craik.” 

In 1642 Father White baptized the Indian tribes at Port To¬ 

bacco, and seven years later he recommended this place for the home 

of the Jesuit missionaries, on account of its ideal location. In 1796 

the Monastery of Mount Carmel was founded four miles from Port 

Tobacco. This was the first religious community for women to be 

established in the United States. 

A few miles from Port Tobacco is “Rose Hill,” a large mansion 

built by Dr. Brown. Like most of the manors of this time large brick 

chimneys form the entire ends of the frame dwelling. The stairway 

and hall of “Rose Hill” have long been famous. Additional wings 

were built which equally balanced the structure. This was a famil¬ 

iar type of construction during this period. The burying-ground at 

“Rose Hill” stood at the front of the terrace or “falls,” and here 

still stands the sarcophagus of kind Dr. Gustavus Brown. “Rose 

Hill” is now owned by the heirs of the late Adrian Posey. 

A few miles beyond is “Habre De Venture,” which was the home 

of Thomas Stone, the signer of the Declaration, and is a house of 

great interest. The wings which extend out on each side of the house 

are crescent shaped, and the old brick structure has a gambrel roof. 

The parlor is beautifully wainscoted to the ceiling, and hanging over 

the door is a Peale picture of Stone, the signer, and on the wall is 

the original copy of the Declaration, which was signed and given 

to each one of the signers July 4, 1776. It is said that this framed 

copy has hung on the walls of this old house since the Revolution, 

and the present owner fears to move it, because worm-eaten, lest it 

be destroyed by so doing. “Habre De Venture” is now owned by 

Michael R. Stone. 

Following the Port Tobacco valley to the northward, near the 
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head of Jennie Run and standing on a lofty hill is “Linden.” This 

old house, which has been the home of the Mitchell family for a num¬ 

ber of generations, is about three miles from La Plata. The view 

from its porch is delightfully pleasant. One has a very clear view 

straight down Port Tobacco valley for a distance of three miles to 

the old town of Port Tobacco, and then across Port Tobacco Creek 

and the Potomac River to the shores of King George County, 

Virginia. 

The original house, which now forms one wing of the present 

house, is very old, having been built of logs and afterward weather- 

boarded to conform to the newer addition. This house is of the 

rambling type, with low sloping roofs and much cut up, as is so often 

the case with old colonial homes. 

Hugh Mitchell, who was the first of the family to come to this 

country, did not locate at the present site of “Linden,” but settled 

in Port Tobacco in 1720. Port Tobacco in that day was a thriving 

town and as its name indicates, was a center for the surrounding 

country for shipping tobacco to England. The plantations located 

on both sides of Port Tobacco Valley were very prosperous during 

this period, and in fact remained so until the War Between the States, 

which stopped short the southern planters’ mode of life. 

Hugh Mitchell’s son, John Mitchell, was a young man at the out¬ 

break of the Revolutionary War and spent most of his fortune in 

helping equip a company of militia from Charles County. He was 

an officer in the company and became a captain in the Revolution¬ 

ary Army before the end of the war. He was later known as General 

Mitchell, having been in charge of the State Militia. 

Walter J. H. Mitchell, the son of John Mitchell, was the first 

member of the family to occupy “Linden.” He was a very promi¬ 

nent lawyer and at one time was defeated, by only one vote for the 

nomination of Governor, in a state convention. In those days a 

nomination by the Democrats meant election. When he died his 

large plantation was subdivided, leaving a farm each to his six surviving 
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children. Some of his descendants now living are State Senator 

Walter J. Mitchell, W. Mitchell Digges, R. Lourie Mitchell, and 

Hugh Mitchell the present owner of “Linden,” all of Charles County, 

and Walter R. Mitchell now living in Baltimore. 

Following the road on the east side of Port Tobacco Valley one 

turns to the left in the direction of La Plata, the present'county seat 

of Charles, and located near the road is a large brick house with out¬ 

side chimneys. This is “La Grange,” built by Dr. James Craik. This 

house with its four great outside chimneys and heavy masonry is 

three stories with a wing connected on to the main house in the usual 

way. A wide hall from front to rear is flanked on each side by large 

square rooms with high carved mantels. The graceful stairway is of 

walnut with carved rounds and is wainscoted. 

“La Grange” is now owned by Charles H. Stonestreet. 

Continuing down the valley we pass through Port Tobacco and 

climb a lofty hill on the left hand. There, situated with a broad view of 

Port Tobacco River and the Potomac is “Mulberry Grove,” the 

seat of John Hanson. Wilstach says: “The Hansons came to upper 

tidewater Potomac in the second half of the seventeenth century, and 

were distinguished through generation after generation. The wife of 

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer was a Miss Hanson, and another Miss 

Hanson was the mother of Thomas Stone, signer of the Declaration 

of Independence. The grandson of the immigrant, and like him 

named John Hanson, was a leader in Revolutionary affairs. He filled 

one public and patriotic post after another until in his capacity as 

president of the Continental Congress he welcomed General Wash¬ 

ington officially on his return from receiving the surrender of 

Cornwallis.” 

The present owner of “Mulberry Grove” is Dana Stevens. 

Leaving “Mulberry Grove” and following the valley road, which 

gives one a good view of the Port Tobacco River, in the distance is 

seen the tall church steeple on the crest of a great hill. This is St. 

Thomas Roman Catholic Church, the estate of‘‘St.Thomas Manor,” 

[ ”9] 



THE CHESAPEAKE BAY COUNTRY 

which was acquired by the Jesuits under the conditions of plantation, 

in precisely the same way as lands were obtained by other settlers. No 

special grant or privilege was conceded to them as ecclesiastics, be¬ 

cause the second Lord Baltimore was opposed to any religious con¬ 

cessions. However, the Manor was taken up by Father Thomas 

Copley in 1649, and settled in Mr. Thomas Matthews’ name as 

trustee. In 1662 Mr. Matthews turned over all his rights to Father 

Henry Warren, the first pastor, who established the first chapel. 

The Manor is large and regularly built. Evidently it was a very 

magnificent structure for that period, because Father Hunter was 

accused by other Jesuits of raising a sort of palace unbecoming a 

religion. “St. Thomas Manor” was the headquarters for the Jesuit 

superiors for more than one hundred and seventy years. In 1692 

Father Hunter introduced the first bell at St. Thomas. 

The present church was erected in 1789 by Father Charles Sewall. 

It occupies the site of the old chapel which was connected with the 

Manor, due to the stringent law regarding Catholic worship at that 

time. Father Sewall, who was the first Catholic priest in Baltimore, 

diedat“St. Thomas Manor” in November, 1806. St. Ignatius Church, 

at St. Thomas was the scene of the revival of the Catholic religion 

in Maryland. Father Matthews is the resident rector of “St. Thomas 

Manor.” 

Down the river from St. Thomas Manor is “Causine’s Manor,” 

receiving its name from Nicholas Causine, who was granted one 

thousand acres of land. 

Leaving “Causine’s Manor,” one travels almost south down the 

Potomac, passing on the left Pope Creek, which is the terminus of 

the Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington Railroad. Between 

Pope Creek and lower Cedar Point, located back on a lofty hill which 

overlooks the river, is “Mount Republican,” which was the original 

home of the Yates family of Charles County said to be descended 

from royalty. Theophilus Yates, one of the original owners, had two 

children, Robert and Jane. Robert died leaving no heir, and his sister 
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Jane inherited “Mount Republican” and married Francis Hawkins. 

The house was built in 1792 and is one of the finest types of brick 

houses standing today in the county, with large hallway extending 

through the house, walls between two and two and a half feet in 

thickness, and large square rooms carrying out the tradition of years 
gone by, when “Mount Republican” was in the hands of Franklin 

Weems, the next owner after the Hawkins family. It is said that 

Weems kept a pack of one hundred fox hounds, had a continuous 

poker game for forty years, kept his cellar filled with fifty barrels of 

brandy and best wines, and in addition, he had a party of young 
people three times a week. He was known as the “King Entertainer” 

of Southern Maryland, and rightly deserved that title. “Mount 

Republican” is now owned by Robert Crain. 

At the shore over which looks “Mount Republican” is Ludlow 

Ferry, and a short distance down the Potomac is Morgantown, bet¬ 

ter known as Lower Cedar Point. Continuing down the river we pass 

Swan Point, and just beyond Neale Sound, on which was located the 

lands of “Wolleston Manor.” They comprised two thousand acres on 

the peninsula between the Potomac and the Wicomico on the west 

side of the estuary, and were granted in 1641-42 to Capt. James 

Neale from which the Sound takes its name. He was a man able in 

his own right, and the progenitor of some of the leading families of 

Maryland and Virginia. Neale came to the Potomac about 1636 

from London. Wilstach, in “Potomac Landings,” states: “His author¬ 

ity was at once recognized by the Government, for whom he per¬ 

formed many commissions in addition to his definite public services 

as a member of the Assembly, as one of the Governor’s Council and 

as Commissioner of his Lordship’s Treasury. He married Anne Gill 

and with her returned to Europe. Captain Neale returned to ‘Wol¬ 
leston Manor’ in 1660, and brought with him five children, three of 

which were attractive daughters, Henrietta Maria, James, Dorothy, 

Anthony and Jane, all born abroad, for whom the captain petitioned 

and received naturalization.” 
Captain Neale’s children married distinguished men and well- 
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known women in Maryland and Virginia, and their descendants in¬ 

clude such names as Bennett, Lloyd, Scarborough, Bland, Ran¬ 

dolph, Tucker, Digges and Crain. 

Beautifully situated on a high hill overlooking the Potomac and 

the Wicomico is “Mount Victoria,” the home of Robert Crain. This 

house is located on the exact spot where the old Crain house stood 

for more than one hundred years, and was removed by Mr. Crain 

twenty years ago to make room for the present dwelling. The old 

house was a typical farmhouse of that age. John Crain, the original 

owner, was one of the earliest settlers in Charles County. “Mount 

Victoria,” the country home of Mr. Crain and his family, has been 

designed and constructed with all conveniences. An enormous hall 

extends through the house, in which is a large open fireplace. The 

lower rooms are all provided with open fireplaces and in which are 

beautifully carved mantels. The great piazza extends around the 

entire house, as shown in the picture, and from which one may see 

the lights of Colonial Beach across the Potomac at night. Mr. Crain’s 

love for his native county caused him to return and purchase all the 

land connected with his family in early days. From “Mount Vic¬ 

toria” one may view six of his ten thousand acres, which forms one 

contiguous tract. The shore line of this great plantation extends from 

Cobb Point on the Wicomico up the Potomac for a distance of twelve 

miles. Mr. and Mrs. Crain are cordial hosts and entertain their many 

friends at “Mount Victoria” as in the days of “Old Southern Mary¬ 

land.” 

A short distance from “Mount Victoria” to the northwest is 

“Hard Bargain,” which is another of Mr. Crain’s farms and was 

first the property of the Digges and then the Harris family. It takes 

its name from the fact that Mr. Gwynn Harris, the owner of “Mount 

Tirzah” gave it to his brother, Tom Harris, in carrying out a promise 

which he made to Tom at the celebration of the golden wedding of 

himself and Kitty Root Harris, his wife, at their home “Mount 

Tirzah” (adjoining “Mount Victoria”). The promise was that, if 

he would drink a glass of wine to the health of his sister-in-law, Kitty 
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SOUTHERN MARYLAND 

Root Harris, he would purchase the Digges farm, bring the bricks 

from England and build Tom a fine colonial home. The offer was 

accepted and the terms were complied with. Tom Harris not only 

became the owner of a great farm and a fine mansion, but grew to 

love all the great vintages, which he consumed in great quantities 

until the end of a ripe old age. 

On the Wicomico River were at one time located Smallwood's 

“West Hatton” and Daniel Jenifer’s “Charleston.” 

ST. MARY’S COUNTY 

On the east side of the Wicomico River is St. Mary’s, which 

has a shore line of three hundred and fifteen miles, and is one of the 

most interesting counties in the State. In it was the settlement of 

the first city and Capital of Maryland. Chaptico Bay extends up 

into the land from the east side of the Wicomico and at the head is 

the village of Chaptico where old “Christ Church” is located. The 

British stabled their horses in the old church in 1814 and destroyed 

the tile floor. 

About two miles from the village of Chaptico is “Deep Falls,” 

the old Thomas homestead. In the Proprietary grant, dated March 

26, 1680, this tract was called “Wales,” but when the improvement 

known as “the falls” was completed, the name was changed to 

the one it bears today. The present mansion was erected by Maj. 

William Thomas about 1745. In appearance it is an English country 

dwelling house of massive simplicity, a large, double two-story frame 

dwelling with brick foundations and brick gables to the upper line 

of the first story, where the brickwork branches into two large out¬ 

side chimneys at each gable end of the house. The proportions of 

the house are sixty feet in length and forty feet deep with piazzas 

front and back running the length of the house. On a line with the 

front of the house is a long corridor with a wing one and a half 

stories high which constitutes the culinary department. 

The approach to “Deep Falls” from the county road is through 

a wide avenue of ornamental trees with a background of cone-shaped 
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cedars. In the rear are five falls or terraces, each one hundred feet 

long and ten feet deep, which lead to a plateau below. About two 

or more acres of the plateau is the garden, artistically laid off in the 

“Queen Anne” design with shrubbery and flowers. 

“Deep Falls” is still in the family of its original proprietor, and is 

the country home of James Walter Thomas, author of “Chronicles 

of Colonial Maryland.” The old graveyard there dedicated to the 

family more than a century and a half ago contains the remains of 

the successive generations that have lived and passed away. 

Leaving Chaptico Bay one rounds Mill Point and follows the 

Wicomico almost due south. Near the entrance on the left is Bush- 

wood Wharf. Close by is an old brick house of interest known as the 

Blackistone House said to be one hundred and fifty years old. It 

still remains in the family. On the hill about a mile from Bushwood 

Landing, overlooking the Potomac and Wicomico, is “Bushwood.” 

This mansion is believed to be of the same type of building erected 

by the first white settlers. It is a frame house supported by brick 

chimneys similar to “Rose Hill.” The interior of these houses was 

crudely plastered at first but later was finished very skillfully. Due 

to the abundance of wood along the river, panelling was used very 

extensively in all the rooms on the first floor. 

Continuing south out the Wicomico one passes St. Margaret and 

St. Catherine islands. Three miles southeast of the latter island is 

historic Blackistone Island, originally known as St. Clement Island, 

near which The Ark and The Dove anchored in 1634. On the return of 

Leonard Calvert and his party from his visit to the Indian Emperor 

at Piscataway, preparations were made for a religious ceremony, and 

on the 25th of March, the day of the Annunciation of the Virgin 

Mary in 1634, “among the trees and flowers, they celebrated at St. 

Clement’s the first mass in Maryland. They then erected a great 

cross hewn out of a tree as a trophy to Christ and as an emblem of 

Maryland’s Christian faith. After this with solemn ceremonies they 

took formal possession of the country for ‘our Savior and for our 

Sovereigne Lord, King of England’.” 
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Northward of Blackistone Island are two picturesque bays, St. 

Clement on the left and Breton Bay on the right. The latter extends 

to Leonardtown, the county seat of St. Mary’s. At the edge of 

Leonardtown stands “Tudor Hall” on a seventy-five-foot bluff, 

which rises from the bay, and around which stands a large grove of 

white oaks. 

“Tudor Hall” has long been in the Key family. Philip Key, the 

great-grandfather of Francis Scott Key, was the first of that family 

to come to the New World. His homestead was “Bushwood Lodge” 

on the Wicomico. The entrance to “Tudor Hall” is strikingly dif¬ 

ferent from most of the houses along the Chesapeake Bay Country, 

having an inset portico. The rear leads out to an attractive old 

garden. 

Along the shores of Breton Bay are beautiful sites and many old 

homes of interest. The long, narrow peninsula stringing between 

Breton and St. Clement bays is “New Town Neck,” or “Beggar 

Neck,” the land of “Little Breton Manor.” “The Jesuits,” states 

Wilstach, “have a conspicuous church and it was here with what 

significance the curious may find in its being opposite Protestant 

Point, and the evidence remains of that old burying-ground which 

William Breton donated with the hearty good liking of Temperance, 

his wife.” Leaving Breton Bay the Potomac becomes very wide and 

follows an easterly course down in the direction of Ragged Point. 

Almost opposite Ragged Point is Blake’s Creek overlooking which, 

on a terraced hill, is “Mulberry Fields.” This house is built on 

similar lines to that of “Rose Hill” and “La Grange.” The ends of 

each of the two wings were of Flemish bond. The interior of this 

house attracts all students of architecture. The panelling between 

the hall and the dining-room is two inches thick and constitutes the 

entire wall. The surroundings of “Mulberry Fields” mansion with 

its wonderful hedges and trees show more originality in planning 

than any of the manors of this time. 

Continuing down the Potomac one rounds Piney Point on the 

left hand where the lighthouse stands picturesquely. Just beyond is 
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St. George’s Island, thickly populated and well located on St. 

George’s Creek at the mouth of St. Mary’s River. 

History states that St. Mary’s County was the scene of but one 

actual engagement during the Revolution, and this was on St. 

George’s Island in July, 1776, when Lord Dunmore with about 

thirty men in armed galleys took possession of it. In an engagement 

with Captain Beall’s Company of Militia he was wounded, and a 

midshipman on the Roebuck was killed. Dunmore’s fleet of about 

forty sail was anchored at the mouth of the St. Mary’s River. On 

the 26th of July, Captain Nicholson of the Defence and Major Price 

attempted to recapture the island, but were unsuccessful. Price, 

however, stationed a battery on “Cherryfield Point” and drove the 

sloop-of-war Fowey out of the river. Early in August the enemy 

abandoned the island, leaving some galleys and military stores be¬ 

hind them. (Scharf 2, pp. 268-69.) 

St. George’s Island marks the entrance to the St. Mary’s River, 

which is one of the most beautiful as well as historic rivers in the 

State of Maryland. It was up this river that The Ark and The Dove 

sailed on the 27th day of March, 1634, and then and there, says the 

distinguished historian McMahon, “landed the Pilgrims of Mary¬ 

land, and then and there were laid the foundations of the old city of 

St. Mary’s and our present State.” 

St. George’s Creek makes in to the northward of St. George’s 

Island and projecting into the creek from the mainland is Cherry- 

field Point. Located nearby, to the northward and facing the St. 

Mary’s River and old St. Inigoes Manor, is a large brick house called 

“Cherryfield,” which is now owned by Mr. J. F. Coad, of Char¬ 

lotte Hall. “Cherryfield” was formerly the home of Col. Athanasius 

Fenwick, and later was owned by Col. William Coad, who mar¬ 

ried Elizabeth Rodman Smith, of Philadelphia. The present house 

takes the place of the original structure destroyed by fire in 1835, 

and was built by Colonel Coad in 1836. Part of the north, south and 

west walls left intact by the fire were used in the present building. 

A spacious hall on the north end flanked by large communicating 
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rooms to the south, a wide staircase landing and a second and third 

floor give the visitor the feeling that in the days of its building, apart¬ 

ment houses were remote from the minds of men. Adjoining the 

brick or main building is a frame structure of two stories including an 

old-fashioned kitchen with a typical big fireplace and a dirt floor. 

Continuing up the St. Mary’s is Carthagenia Creek, at the head 

of which is the old Hebb House, which was built about 1740. On the 

south front of this house may be seen the initials “W. H.” 

Passing Windmill Point one sees on the left hill a long house with 

gambrel-shaped roof, which at once calls forth the admiration of the 

visitor. This is “Porto Bello.” This house is an excellent specimen 

of a “pent house of such ample dimensions extending into the cellar 

as might shelter two or three fugitives.” Wilstach states: “Its name 

recalls the adventure of several Potomac River lads early in the 

eighteenth century. They were Lawrence Washington, Edwin Coad 

and William Hebb, midshipmen in the British Navy. They were 

attached to the command of Admiral Vernon and fought with him at 

Porto Bello and Carthagenia. When they returned home young 

Washington built himself a house on the river, which he named 

‘Mount Vernon,’ after his commander; William Hebb called his 

place ‘Carthagenia,’ which has succumbed to the more modern name 

of ‘Hatton’s Corbett’ and Edwin Coad perpetuated his experience 

in the West Indies campaign by naming his place ‘Porto Bello’. ” 

“Porto Bello” is now the home of Hon. and Mrs. T. Allan Coad. 

Northeast of “Porto Bello” landing, on the opposite side of the 

river, and rising to an elevation of over fifty feet, is St. Mary’s City, 

the site of the first city and Capital of Maryland. 

Leonard Calvert explicitly carried out the instructions of Lord 

Baltimore in selecting this site. These instructions were: “To make 

choice of a place, first, that is probably to be healthful and fruitful; 

next that it be easily fortified, and thirdly, that it be convenient for 

trade both with the English and savages.” 

Situated on this beautiful plateau, with extended views up and 

down the St. Mary’s River, are the Calvert Monument, erected on 
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the site of the old mulberry tree under which the negotiations were 

made between Calvert and King Yeocomico; Trinity Church built 

of the bricks of the first state house, the altar, communion rail, 

lecturn and reading desks which were made from the wood of the 

old mulberry tree; St. Mary’s Female Seminary, a state memorial, 

and the Music Hall. Recently a handsome monument has been 

erected by the Maryland Society of the Colonial Dames of America 

to mark the vault of Gov. Lionel Copley. The inscription of the 

monument is as follows: 

“here lyeth the body 

OF 

LIONEL COPLEY OF WADWORTH, CO. YORK, 

ENGLAND. 

BORN 1648, DIED SEPT. 27, 1693. 

AND OF 

ANNE BOTELER, HIS WIFE, OF WATTON, 

WOODHULL, CO. HERTS, ENGLAND. 

DIED MARCH 5, 1692. 

HE WAS SOMETIME 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOUR OF KINGSTON-UPON- 

HULL, 

1689-I69O, 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, GOVERNOUR-IN-CHIEF 

AND 

CHIEF ADMIRAL OF MARYLAND IN AMERICA, 

169I-1693 

HIS SHORT TENURE OF LIFE IN THIS PROVINCE 

WAS MARKED BY SINGULAR FIDELITY 

IN TROUBLOUS TIMES TO 

HIS GOD, HIS KING, HIS COUNTRY.” 

TO HIM, THE FIRST ROYAL GOVERNOUR OF 

MARYLAND 

THE 

MARYLAND SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES 

OF AMERICA 

HAS ERECTED THIS MEMORIAL 

SEPTEMBER 2J, 1$22. 
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The State House was erected under an Act passed in 1674 and 

the building was completed in October, 1676. It was forty-five feet 

long and fifty feet deep. It was all built of dark-red vitrified brick, 

with walls twenty-eight inches thick to the “water table.” The con¬ 

tractor who built the State House was Capt. John Quigley and the 

contract price for it and a jail was three hundred and thirty thousand 

pounds of tobacco, of which St. Mary’s City contributed one hundred 

thousand pounds. 

The picture of the original State House, said to be the only one 

in existence, was reproduced by James Walter Thomas, and is shown 

in his book, “Chronicles of Colonial Maryland.” Granite markers 

now outline the foundation of this early building. The Calvert 

Monument, a handsome granite shaft, thirty-six feet high, was 

erected in November, 1890. 

Included within the limits of St. Mary’s City, was the residence 

of Gov. Leonard Calvert, and close to the site of which is now located 

the residence of Mrs. James Thomas Brome, which stands on a fifty- 

five-foot bluff, overlooking the St. Mary’s River. 

In sight of St. Mary’s City to the south is Chancellor’s Point, 

near which once stood the home of Chancellor Phillip Calvert. After 

rounding this Point one approaches St. Inigoes Creek. On the left 

bank at its entrance is “Rose Croft House,” which was the early site 

of the home of Royal Collector Daniel Wolstenholme. A short dis¬ 

tance up St. Inigoes, bearing north, is St. Andrew’s Creek. Beauti¬ 

fully situated on a bank overlooking the two creeks is “Clocker’s 

Fancy.” Tradition states that this is next to the oldest house now 

standing in St. Mary’s County. The land on which this house stands 

bordering on St. Andrew’s and St. Inigoes creeks forms a part of the 

estate of T. Rowland Thomas of St. Mary’s County and Baltimore 

City. Mr. Thomas also owns the adjoining properties which are of 

historic interest; “The White House Lot” patented in 1639 to Deputy 

Giles Brent, “Brent’s Forge” and “Sisters Freehold,” patented in 

1639 for Mistress Margaret and Mary Brent, “Greene’s Rest,” 

patented 1639 for Gov. Thomas Greene, and “Justis’ Freehold,” the 
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home of William Deakins. These various colonial lands are today 

linked into one estate of several hundred acres, known as “Brent- 

land Farm” and extend from St. Inigoes to St. Mary’s River. 

On the south side of St. Inigoes Creek is Grason’s Wharf, and 

just beyond on the banks of the creek is standing today what is said 

to be the oldest house in Maryland, “Cross Manor,” the home of 

Senator and Mrs. Charles Sterett Grason. 

“The exact date of the building of ‘Cross Manor’ is unknown. 

There is ample reason, however, for putting the date at 1644, or 

ten years after the founders settled at St. Mary’s City. Not the 

least in value of the recorded matters about this ancient house is that 

about a year after its supposed date of erection its owner made a 

claim against the Crown of England for silverware and other valu¬ 

ables that had been stolen from it, indicating that it was at that 

time an occupied domicile.” 

The original estate comprised two thousand acres and was a 

grant to Capt. Thomas Cornwalys, one of the wealthiest and most 

distinguished men of Maryland. The date of the grant was 1639, 

barely five years later than the occupation of Yaocomico by the 

citizens of St. Mary’s City. The old garden at “Cross Manor” is one 

of the most interesting in the State and was evidently laid out at 

the time of the grant. The once box bushes are now box trees and 

measure over 45 feet in circumference. 

At three different periods changes were made in this ancient but 

well-preserved and comfortable old mansion. The outline mark of 

bricks in the sides of the house plainly show its shape when changed 

from the old gambrel roof type to the gable roof, and added dormer 

windows. 

There are two traditions as to whence the name “Cross Manor” 

came. One story is that before the Marylanders came a party of 

Virginia explorers were murdered by the Indians on the shores of St. 

Inigoes Creek, and a second party found and buried their remains 

and erected a cross over them, which was found by Cornwalys. 

A more romantic story and one which John P. Kennedy embodied 
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ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE 

By Dr. Thos. Fell, President 

St. John’s College, at Annapolis, the alma mater of so many of 

Maryland’s most noted and honored sons, is charmingly situated on 

the banks of the Severn River, a few miles from the Chesapeake Bay. 

Nothing in the country surpasses the picturesque beauty of its 

situation. 

It reaches back in the continuity of its records to the earliest 

colonial times. The first effort to establish a college in Maryland was 

made by the general assembly, convened in the city of St. Mary’s in 

the year 1671. An act was then passed by the upper house of as¬ 

sembly, for “founding and erecting a school or college for the educa¬ 

tion of youth in learning and virtue. ” 

This act was returned by the lower house with certain amend¬ 

ments providing for the differences in religious views existing at that 

time among the people, which amendments were not acceptable to 

the upper house, and there the bill rested. 

In 1694, the then Governor, Sir Francis Nicholson, sent a message 

to the legislature proposing “that a way may be found for the build¬ 

ing of a free school for the Province,” and offering to give money for 

its maintenance. The plan was approved, and the general assembly 

offered subscriptions of tobacco. No further action was taken at this 

time, but in 1696 an act was passed which resulted in the establish¬ 

ment of King William’s School. This Act recites that the school was 

established for “the propagation of the gospel and education of 

youth in good letters and manners.” It was addressed to “His most 

excellent Majesty, etc., Dread Sovereign William III of England.” 

This law further enacted that “the most Reverend Father in God, 

Thomas, by Divine Providence, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Primate and Metropolitan of all England, may be Chancellor of said 

school, and that to perpetuate the memory of your Majesty, it may 

be called King William’s School. ” The Reverend Dr. Bray, who had 

been appointed commissary of Maryland by the Bishop of London 

and is said to have been the originator of the Society for the Propaga- 
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THREE OLD COLLEGES 

tion of the Gospel, was mainly instrumental in obtaining this act. 

King William's School was thus established. Governor Nicholson 

gave to the school a lot in the town of Annapolis, with the house 

thereon, and the legislature appropriated money for it, but the 

schoolhouse was not finished until 1701. It was of brick, and stood 

on the south side of the State House. 

In 1784 the charter of St. John's College was granted, two years 

after a like charter had been given for the establishment of Washing¬ 

ton College at Chestertown, on the Eastern Shore. It was intended by 

the terms of the charter that the two colleges thus founded should con¬ 

stitute one university under the name of the University of Maryland. 

By act, 1785, the property and funds and students of King 

William’s School were conveyed to St. John’s College. Among the 

chattels passed to the college were a number of “quaint and curious 

volumes ” brought over by the Reverend Dr. Bray from England. These 

still remain in the library of St. John’s. 

On November 11, 1789, the college was formally opened, and the 

dedication was performed with much solemnity, all the public bodies 

being in attendance and forming a long procession from State House 

to College Hall. The first president of the college was the Rev. J. 

McDowell, LL.D. The leading spirits in furthering the interests of 

the new St. John’s were the Rt. Rev. Thomas John Claggett, Bishop 

of Maryland, the Rt. Rev. John Carroll, first Roman Catholic 

Bishop of Baltimore, and prominent publicists of the time, church¬ 

men, Roman Catholics and Presbyterians. 

Among the students of that early period are to be found the 

names of George Washington, Parke Custis, and Fairfax and Law¬ 

rence Washington, nephews of George Washington; also of Francis 

Scott Key, who entered St. John’s November 11, 1789, and gradu¬ 

ated in 1796. 

On Friday morning, March 25, 1791, President Washington, at¬ 

tended by the Governor of Maryland and a number of citizens, visited 

St. John’s College, and expressed much satisfaction at the appear¬ 

ance of this rising institution. 

[489] 
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In 1807 Rev. Dr. Bethel Judd was chosen principal. The work 

was partially continued, and in January, 1812, $1,000 of the annuity 

which had been withdrawn by the legislature in January, 1806, was 

restored. A lottery granted in 1821 added $20,000 to the funds, and 

enabled the college to extend its work. Rev. Henry Lyon Davis 

served as principal from 1820 to 1824, and the Rev. Dr. William 

Raferty from 1824 to 1831. In 1831 Rev. Dr. Hector Humphreys 

was appointed principal, and by his persevering efforts and personal 

influence with the members of the legislature, a sum of $3,000 was 

added to the annuity, provided the board of visitors and governors 

should agree to accept it “in full satisfaction of all legal or equitable 

claims that they might have or be supposed to have against the 

state. 

Dr. Humphreys was succeeded by Rev. C. K. Nelson. He guided 

the college successfully till 1861, when the college buildings were 

utilized as a military hospital by the United States Army until the 

close of the war. 

After the war the college buildings were put in thorough repair, 

Dr. Henry Barnard, of Connecticut, late commissioner of education, 

was elected principal, and the college was reopened in September, 

1866. On his resignation the following summer, Dr. James C. Well¬ 

ing, afterwards president of Columbian University, Washington, 

D.C., was chosen principal, and the college opened in the autumn 

with one hundred and fifteen students. Before the close of the next 

session the board of visitors and governors, in recognition of an in¬ 

creased annuity, passed an ordinance establishing one hundred and 

fifty state scholarships, each scholarship entitling the holder to ex¬ 

emption from the payment of room rent and tuition fees in any 

department of the college, and the number of students in attendance 

increased to two hundred and twenty-five. Dr. Welling resigned at 

the close of the session 1869-70, and Dr. James M. Garnett, after¬ 

wards professor of English at the University of Virginia, was ap¬ 

pointed in his stead. Under his administration, in 1871, the first class 

since i860 was graduated, and continuously thereafter classes have 
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been duly graduated each year. In 1880 Dr. Garnett and other mem- 

bers of the faculty tendered their resignations, which were accepted 

by the board of visitors, and the Rev. Dr. J. M. Leavitt was invited 

to undertake the administrative duties of the college. 

In the summer of 1884 Dr. Leavitt resigned and went abroad for 

his health, and Prof. William H. Hopkins, subsequently appointed 

president of the Woman’s College, Baltimore, Md., was installed as 

acting principal. He maintained control during the sessions of 

1884-85 and 1885-86, but in spite of strenuous efforts on his part to 

ameliorate the condition of things, no appreciable progress was made. 

Under his direction and personal efforts the detail of an officer from 

the United States Army and also of an engineer from the United 

States Navy were obtained in accordance with the provisions of cer¬ 

tain acts of Congress, with the conditions of which St. John’s was 

able to comply. Mr. Hopkins resigned in the summer of 1886, to 

accept the position offered to him by the trustees of the Woman’s 

College, Baltimore, Md., and Dr. Thomas Fell, the present incum¬ 

bent, was called to occupy the presidential chair. 

On the 26th of June, 1889, the college celebrated the one hun¬ 

dredth anniversary of its existence under the title of St. John’s Col¬ 

lege. Many of the old students returned for the occasion, and friends 

who had not met for years exchanged the heartiest greetings. Owing 

to the large assemblage of visitors a tent was erected on the campus 

in the shade of the famous old poplar tree, where the literary features 

of the program were carried out. 

In January, 1907, an affiliation was formed with the University 

of Maryland, making St. John’s College the Department of Arts and 

Sciences of the University. The combined schools were directed by a 

council of eight (two from St. John’s College, two from the Law 

School, two from the Medical School, and one each from the Schools 

of Dentistry and Pharmacy), of which the Governor of Maryland was 

ex-officio the chairman, with the title of chancellor, the Hon. Bernard 

Carter the pro-chancellor and Dr. Thomas Fell, president of St. 

John’s College, the vice-chancellor. On the death of Mr. Carter, Dr. 



THE CHESAPEAKE BAY COUNTRY 

Fell was appointed provost of the University and held this office 

until 1920, when the affiliation was discontinued. 

During the World War over four hundred of the alumni of the 

college served as officers in the Army and Navy of the United States. 

In 1918 a unit of the Student Army Training Corps was established 

at the college. It was demobilized when the pressing need of service 

was over, at the signing of the armistice. Since then, a unit of the 

Reserve Officers Training Corps has been established, the excellence 

of the military training given at St. John’s having been demon¬ 

strated by the efficient service rendered by the alumni in the war. 

This unit is still in operation, fitting young men to respond to the 

call of patriotism whenever the country may need their services. 

As the buildings now stand, they consist, in addition to residences 

for professors and families, of McDowell Hall, the commanding cen¬ 

ter of the group, originally begun as the residence of a colonial gov¬ 

ernor, and deeded by the state to the college about 1782, named in 

honor of the first president, and used for administration purposes and 

class rooms; Humphreys Hall, founded in 1835, named for the Rev. 

Hector Humphreys, president 1831-57, and used as a dormitory; 

Pinkney Hall, built in 1855, named for William Pinkney, and used as 

a dormitory; Woodward Hall, erected and dedicated to the memory 

of Henry Williams Woodward, the father of the Mr. James T. Wood¬ 

ward, of New York, in 1901 and used as a library; a large gymnasium, 

containing in addition to the main gymnasium room, a running 

track, bowling alleys, rifle range, trophy room, etc., built in 1908; 

and in 1904 a dining hall and dormitory for upper class students was 

added to the group of buildings, and named in honor of the late John 

Wirt Randall, of Annapolis. 

A description of the college grounds would not be complete with¬ 

out reference to the “liberty tree” standing on the front campus. 

This tree is said by a noted tree culturist to be nearly one thousand 

years old, and to be the largest tree east of the Rockies. Tradition 

says that a treaty was signed beneath its branches between the Susque- 

hannock Indians and the colonists, and also that General Lafayette 

was entertained within its shade when he visited Annapolis in 1825. 
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WASHINGTON COLLEGE 
By Dr. Clarence P. Gould, President 

Resting peacefully on the banks of the Chester River, Chester- 

town has an appearance, an atmosphere, and a name all suggestive 

of the early days of European settlement in America. Chestertown 

is, therefore, an ideal setting for one of the oldest colleges of America. 

Washington College is one of the few surviving representatives of 

what has been said to be the first state school system in America. In 

I723 Assembly of Maryland passed an act appropriating one 

hundred acres of land in each county to be used for the establishment 

of public schools. It is not known whether all these schools were ever 

established, nor what became of many of them. That the Queen 

Anne’s school was organized and ran for many years is made certain 

by the recent discovery of the record book of the board of visitors. It 

ultimately disappeared, however, and in 1768 its property was turned 

over by the legislature to the use of the county almshouse. The same 

disposal was made of the school lands in several other counties. 

This was a period of hard struggle for schools in the south. The 

people of this region were probably as much interested in education 

as were those of other sections, but the wide dispersion of the popu¬ 

lation among the plantations in the South made it impossible to 

gather enough pupils in one center to justify a public school. In 

order to have a school of any kind it was necessary to take even the 

youngest pupils on a boarding system. There seems to have been 

great difficulty in keeping teachers. The bond servants, who were 

largely used in this position, were given to running away, sometimes 

perhaps even leaving their pupils without protection or oversight. 

Few parents would be willing to send young children away from 

home under such conditions. 

The Kent County school seems to have been the only one of the 

1723 system which really flourished. Nothing is known of its history 

until about 1780. In that year Dr. William Smith, of Philadelphia, 

one of the leading scholars and churchmen of America, was secured 

as master. The school must have been showing some promise to have 

[493] 
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commanded the services of such a man. At any rate, by 1782 there 

were one hundred and forty pupils, enough of whom were seeking 

opportunities for further study to lead Dr. Smith to undertake to 

raise the school to the rank of a college. This was near the close of a 

long war, and in the midst of a period of economic depression and 

business readjustment never surpassed in the history of this country. 

It is truly remarkable that under such conditions any man should 

have had the courage to have even suggested the establishment of a 

college. 

Undaunted by difficulties, Dr. Smith interested a number of 

prominent men in the proposition, the most illustrious of whom was 

General Washington himself. The legislature was persuaded to grant 

a charter, and a campaign for funds was undertaken. By small con¬ 

tributions coming from every county on the Eastern Shore about 

£5,647 was raised, and the college was launched. It was the idea of 

the legislature that this should be the Eastern Shore branch of the 

University of Maryland. Two years later St. John’s College was char¬ 

tered to be the Western Shore branch of the State University. General 

Washington permitted the college to be called by his name, made a 

substantial contribution to the endowment fund, became one of the 

board of visitors and governors, and in 1789 received the honorary 

degree of doctor of laws. 

Closely associated with the early life of Washington College is the 

beginning of the Protestant Episcopal Church in America. The 

Church of England had never established a bishop in America, so 

that each parish here was a part of an English see; but the American 

parishes had no relation between themselves. When the Revolution 

broke all bonds with England, the American churches were left with¬ 

out any organization whatever. Dr. Smith undertook to bring some 

order out of this chaos, and invited all the parishes of Maryland to 

send delegates to a convention at Chestertown. It is said that the 

first convention met at Washington College, but because of the small 

attendance it did nothing further than to issue another call for a 

[494] 
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larger gathering. The second meeting took place in the Chester 

Parish Church, which still houses the Protestant Episcopal congrega¬ 

tion of Chestertown. At this meeting not only was there formed an 

organization of the church in Maryland, but also there was adopted 

for the first time the name which this great branch of the Christian 

Church bears to the present day—“The Protestant Episcopal 

Church. ” 

After completing the work of launching Washington College, Dr. 

Smith returned to Philadelphia, where he subsequently became the 

first provost of the University of Pennsylvania. The line of his suc¬ 

cessors at Washington College has never been established, but some 

known names and probable dates of the presidents of the college are 

the following: Dr. Smith, 1782-89; Rev. Colin Ferguson, 1789-?; Rev. 

Joseph G. Cooper, 1816-17; Gerold E. Stack, 1817; Rev. Dr. Francis 

Waters, 1817-23; Rev. Dr. Timothy Clowes, 1823-29; Peter Clark, 

1829-32; Richard W. Ringgold, 1832-54; Rev. Dr. Francis Waters, 

1854-60; A. Sutton, 1861-67; R. C. Berkely, 1867-73; William J. 

Rivers, 1783-87; Thomas N. Williams, 1787-89; Dr. Charles W. 

Reid, 1789-1903; Dr. James W. Cain, 1903-18; Dr. J. S. William 

Jones (acting), 1918-19; Dr. Clarence P. Gould, 1919-. 

Not a great deal is now known of the history of the college for 

about seventy-five years after its chartering. The first period of the 

life of the college came to an end in 1827. The funds raised for the 

establishment of the college had been mostly expended in a large 

four-story building one hundred and sixty feet long, probably on the 

present site of East, Middle, and West Halls. Until its destruction 

by fire in 1827 this building housed the entire college. 

The funds for running expenses during these early years were 

supplied by fees from students and by the State of Maryland. It had 

apparently been the idea when the college was chartered that the 

state would support it in perpetuity. In fact, the charter seems to 

express the conception that the legislators of that day had of a state 

university. In the charter of St. John’s College, issued two years 

later than that of Washington College, it is expressly stipulated that 
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the state shall make an annual appropriation for the support of the 

school. For some years this seems to have been done; but in 1805 the 

state finances called for retrenchment, and appropriations to the 

university ceased. Both colleges protested against this policy, and a 

series of lawsuits and agreements followed, by which in the end the 

college’s claim to an annual appropriation was surrendered for a 

small outright grant. This left the college without funds except 

receipts from students, and seriously curtailed its efficiency. 

From 1827 to 1844 the life of the college was very precarious. 

The land was still held, but there were no buildings, and classes met 

in private houses in Chestertown. It is not known how funds were 

raised in 1844 to erect what was for that day a very fine college build¬ 

ing now known as Middle Hall. Ten years later East and West Halls 

were put up, one on each side of Middle Hall. For nearly half a 

century these three buildings house the entire college including the 

faculty. It is probable that most of the students in this period came 

from Chestertown, and did not require rooms; for the total rooming 

capacity could not have been much over fifty students. 

Just before the Civil War Washington College seemed to be en¬ 

tering a period of prosperity. An agent canvassed the Eastern Shore, 

and seems to have created great interest in the college. Enrollment 

began to increase and financial aid would probably have followed if 

the war had not put an end to all such activity. 

During the war and the years following the college continued its 

work on a more subdued scale and the prospects were very discourag¬ 

ing. In this period many competing institutions grew into prom¬ 

inence, most of them having endowments or other sources of financial 

aid aside from the fees collected from students. This gradually 

changed the nature of American college education; and brought 

about the conditions so well known today, in which it is expected 

that a college student shall receive vastly more instruction than 

could possibly be afforded on the mere college fees. 

Financing Washington College to meet this new situation was 

extremely difficult. The first recourse seems to have been to the land 
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which the province had appropriated to the school in 1723. Since 

both the act of 1723 and the charter of 1782 specifically prohibit the 

sale of this land, it was necessary to create a series of ninety-nine- 

year leases. Under these terms building lots were sold off along both 

sides of Washington Avenue, now one of the finest streets in Chester- 

town. Some earlier leases of the same nature expired during this 

period, and the property was resold. But this was a totally inade¬ 

quate financial expedient, for the small purchase fees were soon ex¬ 

pended and the annual ground rents created were ludicrously trifling. 

The only gain for the college is that the town was induced to expand 

to the northward, thus making this property a valuable asset when 

the period of the leases shall expire. 

Unable to share in wealth such as was coming to other colleges, 

and unable to offer educational facilities such as could be had else¬ 

where, Washington College completely lost its position at the head 

of advanced education in the state. Attendance declined, and the 

college came to be looked upon as a second-rate institution doomed 

to early extinction. Into this gloom there penetrated a ray of hope 

when in 1890 the State came to the realization of the plight of its 

educational institutions and resumed the practice of extending finan¬ 

cial aid. With the small annual appropriations the college was 

enabled to increase its facilities and again make it worth while for 

a student to attend. 
This renewal of alliance with the State has led to more than mere 

financial relations. From the very start the State imposed upon the 

college the necessity of granting a number of scholarships in return 

for the aid extended. This custom has continued until at the present 

time (1923) the college must give one hundred and eleven scholar¬ 

ships carrying free tuition, sixty-one carrying free books, and thirty- 
six carrying free board and room. In 1896 the bonds between the 

college and the State were further strengthened by the establishment 

of a Normal Department. The State erected a dormitory that would 

accommodate about forty young ladies, and for fourteen years the 

college sent many teachers into the graded schools. In 1910, how- 
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ever, the Normal Department was abandoned. Co-education was 

continued, but from 1910 to 1921 no dormitory was maintained for 

women students. 

Some much needed buildings were also provided by the generosity 

of the State. The increase of out-of-town students had created need 

for greater dormitory space, and in 1906 the three old buildings were 

made into dormitories exclusively, and a large class room building 

known as William Smith Hall was erected by the State. This hall 

was burned in 1916, and with it were destroyed the laboratories, the 

library, and all the records of the college. The following year the 

building was reconstructed, but the work left a heavy debt on the 

college. In 1912 there was put up an excellent gymnasium to replace 

a small frame building that had been given by the people of Chester- 

town twenty years before. 

The greatest bond between the college and the State was worked 

out in 1922. In that year at the request of the board of visitors and 

governors of the college the legislature passed an amendment to the 

charter of 1782 making new provisions for the board of visitors, chief 

of which was a new method of appointment. The new board consists 

of twenty-five members, twelve appointed by the Governor of the 

State, twelve elected by the alumni, and the president of the college 

chosen by these twenty-four. This charter in a measure restores the 

college to its original status as a state institution. 

The years since the abandonment of the Normal Department in 

1910 have been extremely critical. State appropriations have not 

kept pace with the increasing endowment of other colleges, and again 

Washington College found itself unable to compete. The advance in 

prices that accompanied the Great War, and the reconstruction of 

the main building after its loss by fire in 1916, brought the college so 

heavily into debt that it was on the verge of collapse. At the same 

time the student body was very largely drawn off into military serv¬ 

ice, so that at one time in 1919 there were but sixty-six enrolled. For 

a short period the college had but seven teachers to cover the entire 
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field of instruction; it had very little laboratory apparatus; and it 

was entirely without a library. 

The recovery from this low condition has been very rapid. The 

policy was adopted of making the college what it should be regard¬ 

less of debt. A working library was purchased, more teachers were 

secured, and salaries were raised. Under this process the debt from 

accumulated deficits was more than doubled. The response in en¬ 

rollment came at once, however, and at the present time there are one 

hundred and sixty-five students in attendance. When the financial 

situation was laid before the alumni, a campaign for the payment of 

debt was immediately authorized. The state legislature was also 

brought to see the value and the needs of the college. Provision was 

made in 1922 to relieve the college from its building debt, and a sub¬ 

stantial increase was made in the appropriation for running ex¬ 

penses. 

The school approaches its two-hundredth anniversary in October, 

1923, practically free of debt, with the largest faculty, the largest 

enrollment, and the highest standards of work in all its history. 

Moreover, the completion of the state road system has brought the 

college within a few hours of every part of the Eastern Shore; and 

made it possible for the institution to serve its constituency as never 

before, so that great extension of its facilities is already demanded. 

Few American institutions have survived the storms and stresses 

of two centuries, and it seems almost incredible that an institution 

like Washington College can have lived so long while during most of 

the period battling for its very existence. This great vitality is at the 

same time an evidence that the institution has in the past filled a 

real need, and a promise that it will render a still greater service in 

the future. 
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Fair Harbor, 328. 
Fairlee Manor, 318. 
Fairview, 199, 201. 
Fedderman, Mrs. P. H., 334. 
Fell, Dr. Thomas, 486. 
Fitzgibbons, 201. 
Flather, Henry H., 180. 
Fletcher, Mrs. James, 353. 
Flora Temple, 271. 
Fogg, C. H., 362. 
Folsom, C. S., 395* 
Forman, Mrs. E. M., 334. 
Fort McHenry, 226, 229. 
Fort Point Farm, 333. 
Frazier’s Flats House, 380, 383. 
Freeman, J. Douglas, 6. 
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Frenchtown House, 301. 
Friends Meeting House, 367. 

Garden of Eden, The, 394. 
Geo. IV. Bennett, Bugeye, 260. 

Gilpin’s Point, 383. 
Glasgow, 390, 392. 
Glenn, Thomas Allen, 16 
Gloucester Peninsula, 29. 
Godlington Manor, 321. 
Goldsborough, Matthew Tilghman, 368. 

Goldsborough, Phillips Lee, 6, 20. 

Goodwood, 200, 205. 
Gould, Dr. Clarence P., 493. 
Governors of Maryland, 189. 
Grason, Senator Charles Sterett, 144. 
Gray Eagle, The, 272. 
Great Oak Manor, 317. 

Greene’s Rest, 143. 
Greenfields, 310. 
Green Hill Church, 406, 407. 
Gunby, Louis W., 413. 
Gunston Hall, 101. 

Habre De Venture, 115, 118. 
Halcyon, 366. 
Hallberg, Mr., 429. 
Haman, B. Howard, Esq., 6, 315. 
Hambrook, 393. 
Hammond, John Martin, 16, 
Hammond House, 186, 198. 

Hampden, 373, 375. 
Hampton, 232, 235. 
Hampton Creek, 46. 
Hampton Roads, 39. 
Hance, Benjamin, 169. 

Handy’s Hall, 410. 
Hard Bargain, 126, 128. 

Harford County, 238. 
Harland, Marion, 16. 
Harrington, Ex-Governor Emerson C., 390. 

Harwood House, 186. 
Hathaway, A. A., 366. 
Havre de Grace, 242. 
Hayfields, 233, 237. 
Headlong Hall, 334. 
Henderson, C. E., 358. 
Hepburn, Rev. Sewell S., 316. 
Hermitage, 322. 
Hermitage, The, 338, 341. 
Hickman, Milton, 425. 
Hill, Malcolm W., 318. 
Hinchingham, 318, 319. 
Hir-Dir-Lloyd, 352. 

Hollin Hall, 101. 
Holly Hall, 297, 301. 

Holy Land, 321. 
Homestead, The, 244, 248. 

Homewood, 225, 228. 

Hope House, 352, 354. 
Hooper, James, Receipt Book of, 277. 
Horn’s Point, 394. 
Houghton, A. C., 15. 
Howard, Charles Morris, 337. 
Howell’s Point, 316. 
Hubbard, Wilbur W., 6, 324. 
Hubbard, W. W., 327. 
Humphrey’s Point, 322. 
Hungar’s Church, 475. 
Huntingfield, 322. 

Indian Head, 112. 
Indiantown, 330. 
Ingleside, 433, 438. 

James River, 40. 
Jamestown, Old Tower at, 48. 
Jamestown, 24. 
Jamaica Point, 374, 375. 
Janvier, William, 312. 
Jarman, Dr. George W., 422. 
Johns Hopkins University, 228. 

Joppa, 224. 
Justis’ Freehold, 143. 

Kemp, W. Thomas, 6. 
Kenmore, 88. 
Kennard’s Point Farm, 316. 

Kent County, 311. 
Ker House, 468. 
Ker Place, 465. 
Key, Francis Scott, 133, 186, 229. 
King Carter’s Church, 74. 
Kingston Hall, 426. 

Lackey, Capt. Henry E., U.S.N., 97. 

La Grange, 115, 119, 122. 
Lamb’s Meadows, 313, 315. 
Lancaster, Robert A., 16. 
Lankford, George W., 383. 
Lankford, H. Fillmore, 420. 
Lapham, J. Spencer, 378. 
Le Compte, The, 400, 401. 
Lee, Col. W. McDonald, 15, 34. 
Lee, Col. W. McDonald, Home of, 75 
Leonard, Norman H., 373. 
Levering, L. M., 155. 
Lewis, Miss Lucy, 98. 
Liberty Hall, 322. 
Lighthouse on Poole’s Island, 218. 

Linden, 116, 117. 
Lloyd, Charles Howard, 352. 
Lockwood, Mrs. Richard, 309. 

Log Canoe, 267. 
Log Canoe Bay Ridge, 259. 

Log Inn, 197. 
London Town, 181, 185. 

Long Point, 359, 364. 



IN THE 

GOOD OLD 

DAYS 
Aunt Lizzie Wood 

Noted Character of 

Prince George’s 
Living at “Fairview” 

Old Virginia Wood Chopper General Lee’s Bodyguard 

At a Confederate Reunion 

Singing “Dixie” 



Photo by Cook, Richmond 

Harvesting Peanuts, Eastern Virginia 

Slave Quarters at “Deep Falls” 
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Lower Brandon, 50, 53. 
Lusby, Mrs. Z. Porter, 310. 
Lynch, John K., 377. 

Mackall, John N., 6. 
Magothy Bay Church, 475. 
Magothy Hall, 196, 197. 
Makemie’s Church, 431. 

Makemie Presbyterian Church, 462. 
Makepeace, 427, 430. 
Mantua, 91. 
Map of Virginia, 21. 
Marbury, A. Marshall, 216. 
Marbury, Dr. Charles B., 216. 
Marbury, William L., 6, 216. 
Marietta, 201. 
Margaret Academy, 466. 
Marmion, 98. 
Marshall Hall, ill. 
Martin, Edward D., 366. 
Martingham, 362. 
Maxwell, Mr., 317. 
Mary Washington Monument, 88, 89. 
Mattapany, 152, 153, 155. 
Mattaponi, 212, 215. 
Matthews, Father, 120. 
Mayford, 316. 
McKay House, 141, 147. 
McKim, Mrs. Anne V., 198. 
McKinsey, Folger, 197. 
Meekins, Lynn R., 15. 
Melfield, 334, 335, 337. 
Melford, 205. 
Melville, P. F., 363. 
Merryman, Nicholas Bosley, 238. 
Middleham Chapel, 167, 170. 
Middle Plantation, 25. 
Millenbeck, 81. 
Miller’s Island Ducking Club, 230, 231. 
Mitchell, Hugh, 119. 
Mitchell, R. Lourie, 119. 
Mitchell, State Senator Walter J., 119. 
Mitchell, Walter R., 119. 
Mobjack Bay, 39. 
Morgantown, 124. 
Montpelier, 198. 
Mt. Airy, 211, 213. 
Mt. Pleasant, 307, 310. 
Mount Ararat, 296. 
Mount Airy, 83. 
Mount Custis, 463, 467. 
Mount Hermon, 328. 
Mount Republican, 120, 124. 

Mount Steuart, 185. 
Mount Tirzah, 126. 
Mount Victoria, 126, 127. 
Mount Vernon, 99, 101. 
Mount Welcome, 296. 
Mount Wharton, 460, 461. 

Mulberry Fields, 133. 
Mulberry Grove, 112, 119, 123. 
Murray’s Mill, 380, 384. 
Murray, Miss Alice Maynadier, 180. 
Murray, Miss Elizabeth, 180. 

Murray, Miss Margaret Cheston, 180. 
Myers, William H., 371. 
My Lord’s Gift, 340. 
Myrtle Grove, 358. 

Napley Green, 324. 

Naval Academy, 186, 187, 189 193. 
Nelson House, Old, 67, 69. 
Neubert, Charles, 147. 
New Forest, 328. 
Nickles, Miss Isabella, 295. 
Nickles, Miss Mary H., 295. 
Northumberland House, 92. 

Oak Lawn, 377. 
Octagon, 84. 
Old Blackiston House, 132. 
Old Blandford Church, 61. 
Old Custom House, 67. 
Old Lankford Home, 428, 431. 
Old Nelson House, 69. 
Old Place Field, 83. 
Old Point, 342, 344. 
Old Pratt Mansion, 333. 
Old St. Paul’s Church, 47, 49. 
Old Tower, 52. 
Old Tower at Bodkin Point, 195. 
Old Tower at Jamestown, 48. 
Old Trinity Church, 399. 
Old White Marsh Church, 367. 
Olivier, Stuart, 337. 
Onancock Creek, 468. 
Onley, 465, 471. 
Otwell, 359, 368. 

Paca House, 186. 
Packard, Joseph 172. 
Palmer Home, 327. 
Partnership, 328. 
Partridge Hill, 301. 
Pearce House, 324, 326. 
Pemberton Hall, 406, 409. 
Perry Cabin, 362. 
Perry, John M., 329. 
Perry Point, 294, 296, 299. 
Plimhimmon, 368. 
Perry Hall, 356, 358. 
Plaindealing, 360, 364, 378, 381. 
Plaines, The, Kent County, 321. 
Plains, The, St. Mary’s County, 158, 159. 
Plimhimmon, 376. 
Pocahontas Statue, 71 
Point Lookout, 149. 
Point, The, 387, 389. 
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Poluyanski, Reuben J., 194. 
Poole’s Island Lighthouse, 218. 
Poplar Grove, 330, 383. 
Poplar Hill 208, 210. 
Poplar Hill Mansion, 411, 414. 

Port Tobacco, 113. 
Porto Bello, 137, 140, 147. 
Posey, Adrian, 115. 
Potter Mansion, 379, 381. 

Potter’s Landing, 381. 
Powell, Dr. O. L., 465. 
Powhatan, 84, 85. 
Pratt Mansion, Old, 333. 
Preston, Alexander, 170. 
Preston, Capt. Charles Francis, U.S.N., 170. 

Preston, James H., 170. 
Preston, Col. John F., U.S.A., 170. 
Preston, Judge Walter W., 15, 219. 
Preston, Hon. Walter W., 16, 170. 

Preston-on-the-Patuxent, 169. 
Prince George’s County, 109, 198. 

Providence, 324. 
Purnell, Henry, 443. 

Queen Anne’s County, 328. 
Quesenberry, Mrs. Rousby, 96. 

Radcliffe, George L , 6. 
Randall House, 186. 
Rappahannock River, 37. 
Ratcliffe Manor, 366, 369. 

Readbourne, 328, 331. 
Receipt Book of James Hooper, 277. 
Recovery, 337. 
Reed’s Creek, 336, 337, 338. 
Rehoboth, 402, 403. 
Rehoboth Church, 428, 431. 
Rest, The, 358. 
Revolutionary War, 285. 
Reward, 334, 337. 
Rice, Allen Thorndike, 377. 
Rich Neck, The, 354, 362. 
Ridgely, Capt. John, 236. 
Ridout House, 186. 
Riggin, Mrs. Eugene, 438. 
Ringgold’s Fortune, 321. 
Rising Sun Tavern, 87. 
Ritchie, Hon. Albert C., 189. 
Robt. A. Snyder, Schooner, 260. 

Rose Croft House, 143. 
Rosegill, 78, 79. 
Rose Hill, 114, 115. 

Rosier’s Refuge, 115. 
Rousby Hall, 168, 170. 
Ruffin, Dr., 53. 
Ruth Farm, 334. 
Ruth’s Hollow, 330. 
Ruth, Thomas De Coursey, 15. 

Sabine Hall, 83. 
St. Anne’s Church, 189. 
St. Gabriel’s Manor, 147, 148. 
St. George’s Church, 87, 466, 471. 
St. Gertrude’s Convent of the Benedictine 

Sisters, 377. 
St. James’ Rectory, Accomac, 462, 463. 

St. John’s College, 486. 
St. Martin’s Church, 443. 

St. Mary’s College, 105. 
St. Mary’s County, 129. 
St. Mary’s River, 103. 
St. Mary’s Seminary, 142. 
St. Michael’s Manor, 148. 
St. Michael’s Roman Catholic Church, 142. 
St. Paul’s Church, 319, 321. 

St. Paul’s Church, Old, 47, 49. 
St. Stephen’s Church, 310. 
St. Thomas Manor, 119, 121. 
St. Thomas Roman Catholic Church, 119, 121. 

Sale, Gen. William Wilson, 64. 
Salisbury, 413. 
Satterlee, Hon. Herbert L., 157. 
Schooner Robt. A. Snyder, 260. 

Scidmore, 318. 
Scotland Point, 301. 
Scott House, 186. 

Seven Gables, 155. 
Shannahan, John H. K., 6. 
Shirley, 60, 62, 205. 

Sim’s Delight, 215. 
Sisters Freehold, 143. 
Skipjacks, 259. 
Skirven, Percy G., 15, 275. 

Slagle, Commodore Carlton M., 394. 
Smith, Capt. John, 219, 275. 
Smith Creek House, 141. 
Smith, E. Orrick, 421. 

Smith’s Fort, 295. 
Smith’s Mistake, 330. 
Solomon’s Island, 167. 

Somerset County, 416. 
Sophia’s Dairy, 239, 241. 
Sothoron, Col. Marshall, 161. 
Sotterly, 154, 155. 
Southern Churchman Company, 16. 

South Potomac and Estuaries, 34. 
South River Club, The, 180. 

Sparrows Point, 230. 
Speer, J. Ramsey, 372. 

Spencer Hall, 361. 
Spesutia Church, 222, 240, 242. 

Spesutia Island, 221. 
Spocot, 395, 398. 
Spring Hill Church, 415. 

Stanley’s Hope, 316. 
Stansbury House, 236. 
State Highway, 388. 
Stepney, 324. 
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Steuart, James E., 185. 
Stevens, Dana, 119. 
Stevens, James W., 323. 

Stevens, William Thristram, 344. 
Stokes, Thomas, 64. 
Stone, Michael R., 115. 

Stonestreet, Charles H., 119. 
Stoneton, 315. 
Story, Mrs. W. G., 197. 
Stratford, 95. 
Strife, 231, 236. 
Stuart, Doctor W. H., 96. 

Stuart, Richard, 97. 
Stump, Bertram N., 299. 
Success, 294, 295, 296. 
Suffolk, 313, 315. 
Susquehanna, 150, 151. 
Swem, E. G., 15, 23. 

Talbert, H. F., 216. 
Talbert, Percy S., 216. 
Talbot County, 351. 
Taney Place, 164, 165. 
Tayloe, Bladen Tasker, 84. 
Tayloe, William, 84. 
Taylor, Frances Lankford, 15, 447. 
Taylor, James Ichabod, 410. 
Teackle Mansion, 418, 420. 
Tettington, 53. 

Thawley House, 377. 
The Anchorage, 355, 357. 
The Annemessex, 445. 
The Garden of Eden, 394. 
The Gray Eagle, 272. 

The Hermitage, 338, 341. 
The Homestead, 244, 248. 
The Le Compte, 400, 401. 
The Plaines, Kent County, 321. 
The Plains, St. Mary’s County, 158, 159. 
The Point, 387, 389. 
The Rest, 358. 
The Rich Neck, 354, 362. 
The South River Club, 180. 
The Tuesday Club, 184. 

The White House Lot, 143. 
The Wilderness, 370, 372. 
Thomas, John H., 6, 155. 
Thomas, Miss Kate, 158. 
Thomas, T. Rowland, 6, 143. 
Thomas, Truman H., 162. 
Thompson, Ralph P., 425. 
Thom, H. R. Mayo, 198. 
Thom, W. H. DeCourcy Wright, 343. 
Thornton, 328. 
Tiffany, Mrs. L. McLane, 464. 
Tilghman, Capt. Benjamin C., 339. 
Tilghman Monument, 371. 
Tilghman, Oswald, 16. 
Tobias Rudulph House, 300. 

Tolchester, 318. 

Tower at Bodkin Point, 195, 198. 
Towers, Albert Garey, 382. 

Towers, State Senator Lawrence B., 382. 
Towers, Thomas Frederick, 382. 
Towers, William Frank, 382. 
Tred Avon River, 273. 
Trent Hall, 158. 

Trinity Church, Dorchester County, 391. 
Trinity Church, St. Mary’s City, 139. 
Trinity Manor, 148. 
Trippe, Gen. Andrew C., 237. 
Trumpington, 322. 
Tubman, Robert E., 6, 393. 
Tuckahoe, 63, 65, 66. 
Tudor Hall, 133, 136. 
Tuesday Club, The, 184. 
Tulip Hill, 175, 177, 178. 

Turner, Howard, 315. 

Upper Brandon, 51, 53. 
Upper Hunting Creek Mill, 384. 
Upper James River, 41. 
Upper Pocomoke River, 435. 
Upper Rappahannock River, 35. 

Vaucluse, 469. 
Verveille, 78. 
Virginia, Map of, 21. 

Wakefield, 80, 96. 
Waller, George W. D., 415. 
Wallop, J. Douglas, 422. 
Walnut Grove, 336, 337, 338. 
Walsh, James, 242. 
Ward, Nellie Knight, 310. 
Warplesdon, 338. 
Warwick Fort Manor House, 385, 387. 
Washington College, 327, 493. 
Washington, George, 87. 
Washington Headquarters, 61, 63. 
Washington Hotel, 418, 421. 
Washington, Mary, Monument, 88, 89. 
Weston, 208, 209. 
West, Mrs. J. W., 466. 
West Hatton, 129. 
Westover, 55, 56, 57. 
Westover Church, 59. 
White Cliffs, 172, 173. 
Whitehall, Anne Arundel County, 191, 192, 194, 

195,197. 
White Hall, Cecil County, 301. 
White House Lot, The, 143. 
White Marsh, 70. 
White Marsh Church, Old, 367. 
Wickes Home, 327. 
Wickliffe, 322. 
Wicomico County, 407. 
Widehall, 324, 325. 
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Wilderness, The, 370, 372. 

Williams, George Weems, 6. 

Williams, Judge T. J. C., 15, 102. 

William and Mary College, 480. 

Wilstach, Paul, 16. 

Winton, 337. 
Wise, Dr. Walter D., 6. 

Wise, Jennings Cropper, 16. 

Wolleston Manor, 125. 

Woodlawn, 141, 147, 309. 

Woodward, William, 205. 

Woodyard, 210. 

Woolford, Miss Euphemia A., 421. 

Wootton, William H., 6. 

Worcester County, 432. 

Workington, 425, 427. 

Worton Manor, 317. 

Worton Point, 316. 

Wright, Capt. Charles W., 251 

Wright, Clayton, 338. 

Wright, Mrs. B. Washington, 383. 

Wright, Walter T., 328. 

Wye Hall, 348. 

Wye Heights, 353. 

Wye House, 329, 350, 351, 376. 

Wye River, 342. 

Wyoming, 216 

Yeocomico Church, 92, 93. 

York Hall, 67, 69. 

York River, 39. 

Yorktown, 25, 64. 

Young, Samuel Davis, 152. 
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