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The schooner Smith K. Marti built in P
BAY SCHOONERS Cits in 1999, This illustration is by Melbourne Smth.



Graceful heodrigging of the Mattic F. Dean, built in Madison, Md., in 1884, is evident in 1937 phote in Annapolis harbor.

THE BAY SCHOONERS

MANY OF SMALLER ONES WERE BUILT FOR QYSTER DREDGING

By ERIC STEINLEIN

THE YEAFS between 1860 and 1930
saw the rise and fall of the centerboard
schooner as the major freight carrier in
the Chesapeake trade. Though the cen-
torboard or “drop keel™ had heen de-
veloped about 1800, the need for its
use wis not compelling until about 1850,

By that time siltation of tributariss,
caused by vears of intensdve Ffarming
and lumbering, had begun to restrict
the movement of dﬂ-.IJ draft vessels in
the upper reaches of most of the rivers
of the Chesapeake Bay.

The last keel pungy schooners were
built in 1884; these were the Amanda
Lewis and, appropriately, the Twilight
The centerboard schooner could float
in 2 or 3 feet less waler and could
carry more freight on the same over-all
kength. Speed was less, but olso less
impartant, fu:lﬂ‘fm freight had began

bor Te0ve

Bay schooners, as

were camimanly
known, came in sizes A0-pdd

up. Many of the smaller anes were hudlt
for oyster dredging and desigeed to
have a customhouse tonnage IIJ““ less
than 10, which was the upper lmit un-
der state low, for craft dredging oysters
in the Choptank and other rivers

Those buoilt for freighting and regis-
tered in the coasting trade ranged from
about 20 toms register up to 222, which
waes the tonnage of the Harriet C. White-
head, the lTargest two-master in the Iater
days of the trade. The Whitehead was
built in Connecticat, thus she was not
a Bay schooner.

The sﬂ]hgmhﬂga lastarcl l-}:qw,—
er on I Cl e than anywhere
ebe. Schooners were sold in the Hav
area from New England and New York
in the last days of the trade.

The tonnage given is register, or
custombouse  lonnage, ardived al by
dividing cuble feet of internal capacity
I?f 100, Actual carrving capacity in tons
of 2000 pounds is much higher, Smith
K. Martin would camy ower 100 tons
desdweight on a net register of 33 tons.
The Muine carried about 300 tons on a
net register of 181,

Many of the schooners built for dredg-
ing ovsters were uwsed m the freight
trade during the sumiw  Others were
built for special trades such as the “run
boats,” which were fast ahooners that
transported ovsters from the dredging
schooners in the lower Potomac to the
Baltimore market, ond the lomber cur-
riers that ran between Carclina ports
and Washington, Baltimore and Pl'll'l'..f'l-el-
phin.

RN bosts talieved the: dredging
sehooners of the run bo market, so ovster-
ing went on constantly throoghout tha
R months, Dredges seldom tied up at a
wharf, transferring their catch to the
rm hool while at anchor. There was
some bruth in the story that this was
done, in many cases, to prevent the

escape of a shanghaied crew.
Schooners in the [reighting trade car-
ried much the same cargoes as now car-
rled by raflroads and trocks; coal, oil,
lumbrer, cement, salt, grain, potatoes, to-
matoes and fruit. Their voyages ware
mostly in the Chesapeake and Delaware
bays, with some trips coastwise to New
Continued en Page T
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the Martin

put to sea from a port in
the Carolinas and was
never seen again

Yook, New Englind and the Eslands of
the: Caribbean,

About 1880 there were nearly 16,000
sailing vessels under the American flag.
Coasting vessels made up abont thress
fourths of the tonmage of our meschant
fleet. Estimating from the Register of
Merehang Vme{'a for that year, it ap-
pears that between 2000 and 3,000 of
them had been bwle on the Chesapeake.

In many small tewns of the Bay coun-
try, shipbuilding and related ndustries
were the main source of income, Owner-
ship oF vessels was divided inko a5 many
ns B4 shares, which wers traded regul-
larty, They produced income from 5 to
200 per cent for thelr owners, and some-
timos losses, just os corposate shares do
today.

Designers and bullders weres numer-
ous, some turning out one schooner o
vear, and others as MIny a5 O every
60 to 90 days Design varied mreatly
and exact sister ships were rare. Fach
builder had his own style and his pro-
et veflected lis personality. Sailing
weasele could be identified at o distanes
by the “cut of their fib."

Smith K. Martin was built by James E,
Tull at Pocomoke City in 1899 and wae
typical of her class, She was Jess olab-
orate in the details of her carving and
decoration than other schooners  still
warking in the 1930°%. The Fannie In-
sloy, built at Church Creek in 1883, and
the Mattle F. Dean, built at Madison in
1884, carried all or most of their gilded
and brightly painted trailbosrds, hillet
heads, and stern board decorations unti]
their last days, as well as their Light
sail rig of main topmast and flying jib
boom. Maost of their sisters were by then
more than a litthe raddled and raggod.

IN fate 18940, the writer found him-
self in the midst of a fleet of 11 old
schooners off Rloody Paint, most of them
L for Baltimore with a Fair wind.
Me thought that never agyin miplit
that many commercial sails be seen po-
gother again is still remembered,

Sailing freight schooners were often
caused to congregate by the weather,
Strong nostherly winds or o failing wind
ot evenlng would see the anchorage be-
hind Paint Lookout in the Potomac,
called Cornfield Horbar, fill uwp with
vessels waiting for a “slant.”

Smith K. Martin, whea owned by
Capt. Levin Kelly, of Eastport, during
her last years, developed a tourist trade
out of Annapolis. During the summer

months, Captain Kelly used to take Boy

Soout troops bor a week's sail around the

Bay. Sometime:z Girl Scoots were the

pargo and crew. Captain Kelly said the
rle made good crews and took orders
ther than the boys.

Aliput 1938, the Martin was sold to
owners who took over her one-man crew
and sailed south. She put to sea [rom a
port in the Carolines and was never seen
again,

The Bay schooner Minnie May Kirwan,
right, was built in Whitchaven, on the
Wicomice River, in 1832 The lda B.
Comieay, below, [ormerly the Williom
Layton, was buit on Nanticoke River.




